Pax Christi Parish Pastoral Council Meeting

Tuesday, October 18, 2011 Minutes

Attendees: Charlene Legere, Bob Calhoun, Karen Goss, Suzann Drakeford, Steve Daniel, Father Nick Pagano, and Melissa Holland

Absent: Jacquie Shukla, Jorge Medina, Ralph Jahnige, and Mike Rupinen

The meeting was called to order by Charlene Legere at 6:35 p.m.  Father Nick led the attendees in a prayer.

Finance Council Report
Steve Daniel reported that for the first quarter of this year, expenses have exceeded the same period last year by just over $21,000.  This included an expenditure of over $7,000 for replacement of the water heater.  In response to a question about whether the parish had an emergency fund for major repairs, Melissa replied that we do not have such a fund at the present time.  Establishing such a fund is one of the approved uses of funds received from the Diocesan “One In Faith” capital campaign and will likely be the next allocation for use of these funds.  (We anticipate a major expenditure for our HVAC system to deal with our recurring humidity problems.)

Committee Reports & Discussion

1. Formation – Karen Goss’s written report noted that Faith Walk classes now have 248 students registered, up from 225 last month.  Letters to inform parents about the November 13th Safe Environment sessions for children/youth were sent home with all Faith Walk students on Oct 16.   These sessions are required for all children/youth taking part in any parish program unless the parent opts out in writing.  Parents are invited to attend these sessions with their child(ren). Help is needed in setting up Faith Walk rooms on Sunday morning – anyone able to be put on a schedule to move tables/chairs/partitions should contact Debra Rouholiman at the church office.  LexBible attendance on Monday nights has averaged 15-20 people.
2. Worship – Father Nick reported that we have begun introducing new singing parts for the new Roman Missal.  Starting October 29th, we will actually use these new songs (Gloria, Holy Holy) during Mass.  Likewise, the “4 minute max” sessions will be given during Mass starting that weekend to help introduce the new Roman Missal which will be fully utilized starting with Advent, 2011.  Bishop Gainer will celebrate Mass for the Disabled this Saturday, October 22nd.  The Parish Mission begins October 23rd and will run through Thursday, October 27th.  Pax Christi and its ecumenical partners will participate in a Thanksgiving service November 20th at Providence Christian Church in Brannon Crossing.
3. Parish Life – Suzann Drakeford provided a written summary of Parish Life activities taking place over the past month: one funeral meal was provided; the Yard Sale grossed nearly $4,000; about 400 parishioners came out for the parish picnic; the Fall Ball had to be cancelled due to lack of ticket sales; and the Prime Timers’ had their Keeneland outing.  Thanks were offered to the Men’s Group for all their help at the picnic and the yard sale.  The Bereavement Committee has sent out invitations to 39 families who have lost a family member during the past year inviting them to the All Souls Day Mass at 6:30 PM on November 2nd. 

4. Outreach – Many outreach activities continue throughout the parish.  This Friday, the Men’s Group supplies the lunch for the Catholic Action Center; several parishioners will prepare and serve the meal.  The first meeting to plan this year’s Giving Tree took place Oct 16th.  The Giving Tree will go up November 19/20 listing several hundred names with gift suggestions.  Pax Christi will host the Christmas Party for children in Monticello and Wayne County December 17th bringing snacks, drinks, and lots of Christmas gifts for the children.
5. Property Committee – Steve Daniel reported that an informational meeting has been scheduled for 2:00pm, October 30th for all parishioners. The purpose of the meeting is to review the plans to complete the columbarium project with walks, water features, landscaping, etc. Telephone calls will be made specifically to those individuals who have purchased niches in the columbarium or who have loved ones inurned in the columbarium.  
Old Business

1. Raffle Ticket Sales.  Karen reported that a total of 138 raffle tickets were sold bringing in $6,900.  Prize payouts and expenses totaled $5,650 resulting in a net profit of $1,250.  While less than we had hoped, Fr. Nick felt it was a good return for our first major raffle.  There was a general discussion of future raffles and related fund raising efforts but no decision was made this evening.   

2. Yard Sale.  Michele Kubeck and her committee were thanked for their planning a successful and well run yard sale.  The yard sale grossed $3,904.  After subtracting the cost of the tent and related expenses, we netted $2,106.  In addition, several major items of furniture donated were “appropriated” for parish use.
3. Leadership Retreat. Approximately 100 invitations have been sent out to parish “leaders” inviting them to participate in the leadership retreat on Saturday, November 12th.  

4. New Appointments to the Parish Pastoral Council.  Fr. Nick is contacting two individuals about serving on the Parish Pastoral Council.  
New Business

· Ongoing Recognition of Parishioners - In an effort for the parish to show its appreciation for those who give their time and talent, a monthly program was started in 2011 for ongoing recognition of parishioners.  For October 2011, the names submitted for recognition are:
Worship –Claire, Michael, and Sam Head (Altar Servers)
Formation – Susan Krauss (Faith Walk Catechist)
Parish Life – Michele Kubeck (chair for the Yard Sale)
Outreach – Nancy and Mary Lacy (chairs of the Giving Tree)
Pastor’s Comments
Fr. Nick expressed his concerns about the significant number of registered parish members who do not appear to be participating in the parish.  For several hundred families, there is no evidence of participation in worship, financial support, or other parish ministries and activities.  He asked the Parish Council to assist in an effort to contact those families by telephone to see if they still considered themselves as members of the parish, find out how Pax Christi can better serve their needs, and encourage them to become more active in the various facets of parish life.  The Council agreed to assist in this effort.

Fr. Nick expressed his gratitude to the Pastoral Council for all their work and enthusiasm.  He then led the Council in a recitation of the “Glory Be.”

The meeting was adjourned with prayer at 8:05 PM.

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 29, 2011, in the Library/Conference Room of the church.

