Pax Christi Parish Pastoral Council Meeting

Thursday, September 22, 2011 Minutes

Attendees: Charlene Legere, Bob Calhoun, Karen Goss, Suzann Drakeford, Jorge Medina, Father Nick Pagano, Melissa Holland, Ralph Jahnige, and Mike Rupinen

Absent: Jacquie Shukla, and Steve Daniel

The meeting was called to order by Charlene Legere at 6:40 p.m.  Father Nick led the attendees in reciting The Lord’s Prayer.

Finance Council Report
Melissa Holland reported that the Finance Council met September 1st.  The Council reviewed final income and expenditure reports from the fiscal year that ended June 30th.  General revenue totaled $571,490 while expenditures totaled $593,940.  For the current fiscal year, offertory collections are budgeted for $500,000 while overall revenues increased by an estimated 13% to $651,000.  This includes $20,000 in additional fund raising.  Proceeds from One in Faith & Mission will be used to pay off the final Seton loan; School Ministry income will be used to offset our Saints Peter and Paul School and Lexington Catholic subsidy.  The Council reviewed a diocesan questionnaire on internal financial controls and signed off on the document; two areas on the questionnaire were discussed for possible improvement.  The Council took note that Phase II of the Peace Garden project will be funded as follows:  the patio is to be funded through the sale of engraved memorial pavers while the Rosary Walk will include pavers or stones recognizing each parish in the diocese.  

Committee Reports & Discussion
1. Formation (Karen Goss) – Karen’s written report noted that Faith Walk classes began this month.  As of this week, 225 children are enrolled in Sunday morning classes and 38 middle and high schoolers are participating in the Youth Group.  Three adult Faith Walk classes are taking place on Tuesday nights.  Finally, the parish will be participating in the US Catholic Bishops’ Respect for Life program during October.  In response to a question, Fr. Nick and Melissa assured that had been budgeted to purchase Respect for Life brochures, etc.

2. Worship (Jacquie Shukla) –  No written report was available. Fr. Nick shared with the Council the news that a female parishioner had participated in an illicit ordination as a deacon and the steps that have been taken in view of this.  A blessing of pets is being planned.  Beginning in October, Joel Valentino will begin introducing new Mass music that is part of the Roman Missal, Third Edition that will be fully introduced this Advent.  Deacon Ralph will prepare and deliver brief presentations at Masses to introduce the New Roman Missal.

3. Parish Life (Suzann Drakeford) – Suzann’s written summary of Parish Life activities taking place including planning for the upcoming parish picnic this weekend and the Fall Ball in October.  She also reported that the Men’s Group has started a new program of monthly speakers as part of their regular monthly meetings.  This month, Deacon Jahnige spoke on “The Story of Abraham & Isaac on Mt. Moriah.”

4. Outreach  (Jorge Medina) – Jorge reported that Lou Allegra, our Peace and Justice Committee chairman has given a presentation to our current 3 catechumens on the recent Catholic Social Justice documents prepared by the Catholic Conference of Kentucky.

5. Property Committee (Steve Daniel) – In his absence, Steve had submitted a written report of the Property Committee’s September meeting.  A consultant has been brought in to evaluate our ongoing humidity problems and the ability of the HVAC system to handle humidity.  At the conclusion of the evaluation, we may be facing significant additional expense to address the problem.  (The Finance Council took note of this and suggested that the property major maintenance funding proposed in our One in Faith & Mission expenditure plan my be required to address these costs.)  The Property Committee also noted the Parish Council’s support for funding of Phase II of the Peace Garden.

Old Business

1. Raffle Ticket Sales.  Karen reported that as of today, 58 raffle tickets at $50 each have been sold.  She urged people to continue trying to sell tickets and to be sure and turn in any ticket sales made before the early bird drawing during the parish picnic.   

2. Yard Sale/Parish Picnic.  The tent for both events will go up Friday morning with the Yard Sale taking place Saturday from 8am to 2 pm and the Parish Picnic on Sunday from 4 to 7 pm.

3. Dinner Dance. Fr. Nick has or will contact 2 potential entertainment sources for the October 15th “Fall Ball.”  Ticket sales will commence following this weekend.

4. Blessing of the Parish Pastoral Council.  The blessing of the Parish Pastoral Council will take place at the conclusion of the 11:00 Mass this weekend. 

New Business

· Ongoing Recognition of Parishioners - In an effort for the parish to show its appreciation for those who give their time and talent, a monthly program was started in 2011 for ongoing recognition of parishioners.  For September 2011, the names submitted for recognition are:

Worship – Jo Ann O’Reilly

Formation – Diana Maldonado

Parish Life – Jean Smith

Outreach – Lori Tynan

· Leadership Retreat.  Planning is underway.  Fr. Nick encouraged parish council liaisons to contact various groups to identify current and potential “leaders” who should be invited.  Each will receive a written invitation and preferably a personal contact to encourage them to participate.

Pastor’s Comments

Fr. Nick noted several recent or upcoming activities that help strengthen the parish community:

· Five new families attended the New Members Brunch along with other representatives of the parish.  Pictures were taken and Ellen Grisanti is working to link new members with established parishioners similar to the Dinner for Eight program to help assimilate them into the parish.

· Twenty-four youth are scheduled to attend the upcoming National Catholic Youth Conference in Indianapolis.  Several parish organizations including the Men’s Group and the PrimeTimers have signed on as sponsors for distinctive T-shirts featuring the “Call To Glory” theme of the conference.

· The inaugural Family Game Night was held early this month.  Twelve families attended and seemed to have a great time playing games, watching a movie, etc.

· Pax Christi men who are Knights of Columbus have agreed to serve as ushers at various Masses over a three-month period to help introduce the Knights to other men of the parish.  If a sufficient number of additional men are interested in becoming a Knight, we will work to establish a chapter here at Pax Christi.

· Fr. Nick noted that Whit Dupree has resigned from the Parish Council.  He will be working to identify a male member of the parish to fill the position.

Fr. Nick expressed his gratitude to the Pastoral Council for all their work and enthusiasm.  He then led the Council in a recitation of the “Glory Be.”

The meeting was adjourned with prayer at 8:15 PM.  The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 18, 2011, in the Library/Conference Room of the church.

