The Remembrance Tree

To encourage and financially support our Diocesan Seminarians, we , the Members of the Council of Catholic Women, have an annual Burse Fund.

In these difficult economic times, we want to not only continue this support but to  increase our donations.  In order to do this, we are undertaking a project that will not only be financially beneficial to our Seminarians, spiritually rewarding to  the donors but also a meaningful way to remember our departed loved ones.

Throughout the year, in each affiliation, the Council Members who want their deceased loved ones remembered in a prayerful way, can inscribe their names and place these names  in an envelope along with a financial donation.

These names will be sent to a central location, placed in a large canister and on  All Souls Day, we are all invited to Saint Vincent de Paul Seminary in Boynton Beach, to  participate in a prayerful ceremony led by our own Bishop Barbarito.  At this time  the canister will be buried at the base of a designated tree, now known as THE REMEMBRANCE TREE.  This tree will be inscribed with the year and the name of the Palm Beach Council of 

Catholic Women.  As part of the ceremony, we will officially offer our Bishop the collected monies for the support of our Diocesan Seminarians. 

Then the following year, the same procedure would take place and at the November ritual, the canister from the previous year would be removed, the contents burned as part of a prayerful service, and a new set of names would be buried.  

In this way, the Seminarians who will benefit from the financial donation, would be on the grounds where the names have been buried and as they walk in prayer or meditation, they can remember to pray for those whose names lie beneath THE REMEMBRANCE TREE. 

At the same time this would be a great opportunity for individual CCW members to not only visit and bond with the future leaders of our Diocese but to become familiar with the only Major Seminary in Florida, located right on Military Trail near Saint Thomas More Parish and to partake of a $10 luncheon after the ceremony.

How blessed we are to be able to participate in such a worthwhile undertaking. 

Each affiliation will hear more about this at their September and October General Meetings.
