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Minutes

The meeting began at 7.07 pm with a prayer.

APOLOGIES:

Michael Burridge, David Doherty, Norena McCready, Bridie O’Brien and Elizabeth Relf

The minutes of the last meeting were accepted as a true record.  Paola Browne had sent apologies for non attendance at the past two meetings and these had not been recorded.

MATTERS ARISING:

Worship/Spirituality

Initially, Night Prayer had been well attended but has been forgotten about over the Summer and a reminder may be needed with the prayer books on display for collection.  Fr. M. said that a trolley would be provided for the hymn and prayer books.

The Ministry Fayre was a good success recruiting several new Eucharistic Ministers and readers, but the  problem of people failing to turn up was still happening.  Fr. M reminded us of the instructions of getting a replacement;  that Ministers/Readers should not rely on someone else to organise one at the very last minute;  and also to be punctual and in Church at least 10 minutes before the start of Mass.

It was felt that there was a need for two welcomers, one to count the attendees and one to hand out the Mass leaflets.  Fr. M. felt that this Ministry needed to be developed, especially to show latecomers to a seat so that they would not congregate in the back porch and block the doorway.  This would mean that the welcomers would miss part of the Mass but that is a consequence for all ministries.

Education

The plans for Confirmation for the coming year have not yet been discussed but the present situation needs to be looked at, to ensure regular Mass attendance.  At present, the parents are not supportive of the confirmation candidates and the programme needs to be developed to include their participation.

Social Concerns

The Council of Churches continues to do its best.  A Harvest Festival was held in Bethania Chapel.  The group is very small but very devout and we have a lot to learn from each other.  Support is needed to organise the United Service week in January and a meeting will be held on 4th November at Sion Newydd.  It was suggested that we hold a service at Sacred Heart and invite a Minister to preach here.

The SVP walk was a great success and the sun shone on all the walkers.  One difficulty this year was the large numbers of the Youth on the walk and the incorrect assumption of parents that Joy and Paola would supervise them.  Parishioners need to be aware of youth protection rules when organising such events.

The Church Bazaar has already attracted 15 stalls and 35 volunteers.  Posters will be prepared and displayed in Morriston and Swansea Sound will be notified. 

The Legion of Mary has 10 members but only 4 are active.  As 2 members are needed to visit people in their homes, the members concentrate more on the hospital and nursing homes.  There is a half day retreat at St Benedict’s Church, Clydach on Saturday 25th October.

The youth group was distressed that Llangrannog was cancelled.  The older members carried out the Duke of Edinburgh award and a 2 day bike ride and overnight stay was organised.  The Youth had to complete journals to cover their experience and it was suggested that these journals be displayed in Church to encourage sponsorship from the Parish.  Owing to various other fund raising schemes in the Parish, the Youth have fallen short of their target of £1,000 but Fr. M. has agreed that the Parish will make up the shortfall.  The next project is the Panto, ‘Snow White and the 7 Jockeys’ which will be held in the first week of January and the proceeds of the Panto will help raise the total.  The cheque presentation would be Roger’s last task.  Replacing Roger is proving to be very difficult and despite an advert on the website and directly approaching people there has been no success as yet.  There are concerns that the lack of a male leader might restrict some activities.

Pope John Paul II

The Pope’s 25th anniversary takes place on Thursday 16th October and it is proposed to celebrate a morning and sung evening Mass on that day.  Sue Doherty offered a collection of photos of the Pope’s earlier years to go on display.  On the occasion of the Pope’s death, it is proposed that the Church will remain open until late into the evening to enable people to pray for the Pope and the success in electing a new Pope.  A memorial service will also take place to commemorate the Pope’s life.

Mass for Deceased Parishioners 2002-3

A list has been compiled of those who have died this past year but help is needed to fill in the names of relatives.  The list will be on display at the back of Church.  The service will take place on Monday 3rd November at 7.30 pm.

Sacred Heart Centre

The tenders have finally arrived ranging from £34,000 to £22,000 plus vat for the renewal of the toilet/kitchen facilities in the Sacred Heart hall.  It is hoped that work will start as soon as the Panto finishes around the 2nd week of January and take approximately 4-5 weeks to complete.

Preparation for Advent & Christmas

An Advent preparation evening will be held on Tuesday 25th November, a week before Advent.  Instead of a Jesse tree this year, Fr. M. has purchased a manger from the Third World and an animal will be taken up at each Mass.  Responding to a request to have a Jesse tree as well, Fr. M. replied that there is insufficient room on the Sanctuary to have a Jesse tree , a manger and a Christmas tree.  It was suggested that the Jesse tree which is used in Advent could be moved to a different location when it was time for the big Christmas Tree to be put in place.

Youth Sunday

A CD-Rom is being delivered with suggestions for celebrating Youth Sunday.  The certificates from The Duke of Edinburgh expedition are ready for distribution and Fr. M. agreed to distribute these and display the journals at the Youth Mass on the Feast of Christ the King.  This Mass will also be a Thanksgiving reunion for the First Communion class.

Future Events

At the end of the current CaFE meetings, it was suggested that  a social function be held so that the enquirers attending CaFE could meet fellow parishioners.  Fr. M. was in agreement with this.

Fr. M. would like to hold some kind of a Social evening, with a buffet provided by outside caterers, to reach out to all the people who work for the Parish as a thank you for all their support and help.

The New Year’s Eve party may not be held this year owing to lack of volunteers willing to organise it, as the artistic preparation of the Hall takes a lot of time.

A.O.B.

Fr. M. had received a request for the Church to remain open during the day.  Since the arrival of the security cameras, the Church has been open for most of the day and early evening.  It is only closed on weekend afternoons and during the Summer holidays, because of the destructive behaviour of local youths.

Some parishioners also felt that the  Summer Mass timetable was going on for too long a period but others were very happy with the earlier Mass time.  There is always the alternative of 10.30 am Mass for those who find it difficult to get to Church at 8.45 am.  The Winter Mass timetable resumes on Sunday 26th October.

A suggestion was made to move the Danino memorial to the Lady Chapel as there is concern over its current location.  It has been open to vandalism with the inscription letters being removed from its base and its current site is breaching health and safety rules by having it so close to the staircase.  The majority of Council members were in favour of repositioning it to a wall in the Lady Chapel which will give the Chapel a focal point.  

A question was raised over the sale of the Foundry Road premises.  The sale is supposedly being managed by the Diocese, although there have been no signs of activity.  It was suggested that the Parish Council petition the Diocese for a share of the proceeds as the Parish of Morriston has insured and maintained the building over the past decades.

The annual costs of insuring and running the organ, valued at £300,000, in the Sacred Heart Centre is high.  As this organ is rarely played and the organ currently being used in the Church is going into decline, it was decided to make enquiries into the costs of moving the organ from the Sacred Heart Hall to the Church. 

DATNM

Thursday, 19th February at 7.00 pm.

Father Michael thanked all who had attended, and the meeting ended at 8.50 pm with a prayer.

