ST. ANTHONY CHURCH

485 GRAND AVENUE

TAYLOR MILL, KY 41015

November 7, 2010 

Dear Parishioners,

In November 2007 the Diocese instituted a 5-year Parish Offertory Program. My predecessor, Fr. Robbins, conducted the first in-pew solicitation that year. This initiative was designed to educate members of our Diocesan family about their need to give, as disciples of the Lord, rather than giving to a particular need.  I am grateful to all who prayerfully heeded the call to examine their weekly giving.  We began this process because many parish leaders had been telling Bishop Foys that parish income was a constant concern. Our parish saw a modest increase in the first program year.  However, in this current economic climate, parish offertory income has become an even more pressing concern. 

Over the years the good people of St. Anthony have given their best effort – a sacrificial effort – in the support the ministries of our parish. In these difficult times the Church and her mission have remained a priority for us.  Even uncertain economic times do not give us an excuse – as Catholics – not to seek the greater glory of God which should always be our first priority.  Indeed, when times are tough the needs addressed by the Church become even more critical; and, to meet them we must be willing to stretch ourselves where we can and tighten our belts where we must.  God’s love is gratuitous and overflowing.  God’s love should inspire within us those values which create generosity, a generosity that transcends a human return, but one that calls us to give because of the Gift we have been given. 

In the initial years of the program, any offertory income increases was to be split 50-50 with the Diocese.  Beginning with the current program year (2010), the Diocesan share is frozen at our 2009 contribution level; and parishes will receive 100% of the increases experienced in the third, fourth and fifth years.

Now, Parish Pastoral Council and Parish Finance Council members and I are again asking our parishioners to reflect upon their financial commitments for the coming year.  At all Masses on the weekend of November 13 and 14, we will ask each parish household to make a specific commitment to weekly offertory giving.  The activities on that weekend, and the follow-up process to contact those who do not respond, will stress the necessity of having every parishioner contribute regularly, using envelopes.

Remember this annual process does not ask for a specific increase in giving. Rather, it asks each of us to consider all of the gifts that God has given to us, not just the financial gifts but also, our lives, our families, all that we are and all that we have.  Then, each of us must decide if what we return each weekend is enough, too much or not enough to express our gratitude to our God.  Based upon that prayerful reflection, each of us should then decide whether to increase, decrease or continue the commitment we are currently making.  I hope that each of you will respond to this request with charity and accept the call to reflect upon whether your financial gifts represent an adequate thanksgiving for the many blessings God has bestowed upon you.

If you have any questions about our program or our parish budget, please call the parish office and I will be happy to talk with you.  May God continue to fill your life with abundant graces.

Sincerely,

Rev. Joseph A. Gallenstein 

Pastor
Contributions of Treasure

Current Offertory Contributions
We have 283 registered parishioners (households).  Throughout the year, approximately 137 households use envelopes.  An analysis of offertory over the last ten months showed that 16 households gave $10 or less per week, and 147 households either did not give at all or did not do so using envelopes.

The giving pattern of our parish for an average Sunday is shown in the following chart.

AVERAGE WEEKLY Contribution by Number of Households

January 1, 2010 through October 31, 2010
	Number of Households
	Amount Per Week

	147
	Less than $1/week

	  5
	$     1-5/week

	11
	$    6-10/week

	35
	$   11-20/week

	37
	$   21-30/week

	13
	$   31-40 week

	15
	$   41-60/week

	20
	More than $61/week


I ask that every parishioner consider the gifts that God has given to him or her. Then, compare those to the amount that you return in gratitude for those gifts.    

Reflect on your spending on items such as fast food, movie attendance or rental, going out to dinner etc.  Think about the ratio of these expenditures to your support of our parish.  A look at the above chart will indicate that the average St. Anthony’s parishioner probably spends more in a week on pizza than on assisting in the mission of our parish.

Ask yourself if the portion of your income that you give to the work of the Lord is enough, too much, or not enough. Look at the sample of the commitment card that is on the last page of this brochure. Then, decide what amount you will indicate, when you receive the card for your household, at Mass this weekend. 

Without receiving a commitment card from each household, we have no way to predict our annual income.  It is our firm belief that through sound planning, we can avoid any financial crisis and preserve our parish's well being now and in the years to come.  We pray that parishioners will carefully review the chart above and the succeeding pages of this brochure and will respond generously.
St. Anthony Parish’s

Budget Comparisons for Fiscal Year 2009-10/ 2010-11

(July 1 – June 30)

Expenses





09-10 Est
09-10 Actual 
10-11 Est
Pastoral Services and Administration

$   62,000
$ 71,501
$70,000

Worship





$   19,000
$ 14,640
$15,000

Religious Education
/ Outreach


$      4,000
$   5,948
$6,000

Rectory (and Convent) Expenses


$    11,000
$   7,079
$8,000

Plant Maintenance and Operations

$    62,000
$ 34,087
$60,000

School Building Maintenance


$      7,000


$7,000


Diocesan Assessment



$    44,500
$ 22,442
$25,000

Secondary School Assessment


$    35,000
$ 17,499
$18,000

Offertory Program sent to Diocese


$      7,440
$  1,185
$2,000

Other






$

$   3,213
$3,500

A.C.U.E.





$  246,120
$219,942
$157,000

TOTAL





$498,060
$394,323
$371,500

Revenue

Sunday/Holy Day Collection


$ 350,000
$341,656
$342,000

Fundraising / Other




$   25,000
$37,949
$25,000

TOTAL





$375,000
$379,605
$367,000

Revenue versus Expenses


           ($123,060)
($14,718)
($4,500)
This is our best Revenue forecast based on collections over the past year. As you can see we are projecting a MODEST deficit for the fiscal year. Our current Sunday collections have us on target for $318,000 in collection revenues. If we only collect that amount, our deficit will be about $28,500! Moreover, we fell short last year in our ACUE commitment by over $25,000. This underscores the need for financial participation from the congregation as a whole.

Commitment Weekend

At all masses this weekend you will be asked to indicate the amount you wish to give weekly.   If you give monthly, quarterly, etc., please indicate the average weekly amount of your gift.  A sample of the offertory commitment card is shown at the bottom of this page.

Please carefully consider the gifts that God has given you and contribute part of them to help with the work of the Lord through our parish. Come prepared to complete the commitment card that will be provided at Mass.

How Much Should We Give?

Many people ask whether or not there is a standard for giving.  Each person, or family, must arrive at that conclusion independently.  However, the following scale is provided in order to serve as a guide for those who are interested in using it.  

Suggested Weekly Offering

	Annual

Family

Income
	4.0%


	3.0%


	2.0%



	$10,000
	7.00
	5.00
	$4.00

	$15,000
	11.00
	8.00
	6.00

	$20,000
	15.00
	11.00
	8.00

	$25,000
	19.00
	14.00
	10.00

	$30,000
	23.00
	17.00
	12.00

	$40,000
	31.00
	23.00
	15.00

	$50,000
	38.00
	29.00
	19.00


The following is a sample of the card that you will receive at mass this weekend.  Please determine which member of your household will complete the card and what your commitment will be before coming to church.

Sample Offertory Commitment Card

Commitment of Treasure

"Give to the Most High as he has given to you, generously, according to your means, for the Lord is one who always repays, and He will Give Back to you sevenfold." Sirach 35:9-10
I understand that St. Anthony’s Church is asking all parishioners to review the amount that they give to the parish offertory and to determine whether that amount is enough, too much, or not enough. My/Our new average commitment per week for the next 12 months is:

(  ) $100.00   (  ) $75.00   (  ) $50.00   (  ) $40.00   (  ) $35.00   (  ) $30.00   (  ) $25.00   (  ) $20.00   (  ) $15.00   (  ) Other $________     
