St. Louis School Welcome and Registration Letter


ST. LOUIS SCHOOL

250 N. BROADWAY

OWENSVILLE, OHIO  45160

____________

513-732-0636

February 10, 2009
Dear Parents and Guardians,

Welcome and thank you very much for choosing St. Louis School!  We appreciate all of our school families!  The educational mission of St. Louis School is an integrated ministry which embraces the many dimensions of Catholic traditions, prayer, community, service and worship.  St. Louis School is a partnership of parents, faculty, staff and parish all working together as a team to provide the highest quality education for our children – a partnership that is the foundation of our existence.

Registration for all families wishing to attend St. Louis School during the 2009-10 school year begins at the Open House on Tuesday, February 3, 2009, and continues through Friday, February 20, 2009 for priority consideration.  Following the Open House, registration will be held during school hours (8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.).  Acceptance to St. Louis School is based primarily on class size. With parental permission, new students entering 3rd through 8th grades will be tested by the principal, their current school will be contacted, and they will be on probation for the first quarter of the school year.  Please see the school handbook or contact the school office for more information on admission of students who are transferring to Saint Louis School. 

Students of all faiths are welcome at St. Louis School. We can share the advantages of Catholic education and our Catholic faith with students and families of faith traditions other than Catholic by both respecting these faith traditions and by being true to our own.  Those of other faiths who desire to share in the mission of Catholic schools are welcomed as members of our community.
Children of families that are participating members of St. Louis Parish will be accepted in our school as
eligible for in-parish tuition.  To be considered a participating member, you must comply with the following.
1. You must have been a registered member in good standing at St. Louis Parish for 1 year prior to registration at St. Louis School.
2. Your child must be baptized and a Catholic, with documentation on file in parish and school offices. 
3. You must attend Sunday Mass at St. Louis on a regular basis and use the contribution envelopes, or other documentation such as checks, on a consistent, basis throughout the entire year.  If you would rather donate monthly you may put an empty envelope in the basket the other three weeks.  (Donations made to school fundraisers do not fulfill this requirement.)

4. If you are moving into the area, you must provide proof of active membership in the parish you are leaving, such as a letter from the pastor. 

5. The Admissions Commission will determine eligibility for entrance into St. Louis School. 

During the school year, when we review the records of Mass attendance, if we find you are not a participating parish member, we will notify you of your tuition rate.  Parents’ “in-parish” status will be re-evaluated each year before determining their tuition costs for the following year.  Please call Peg Hunsberger, Principal, or Father Jerry Hiland, Pastor, if you need clarification of these procedures.
Current students will be considered as priority registration as long as their registration is completed by the assigned date, the registration fee is paid, the family tuition payments are current and they are in good standing.  Please keep in mind that our primary focus is to provide your child with a quality education. We cannot hold a place for students who have not registered.  
If you are registering a child for the first time, you will need to bring his/her birth certificate, baptismal record (unless he/she was baptized at St. Louis Parish) and social security number.  The registration fee will be $160.00 per student grades K-8.  This is a book and material fee and is not refundable.  Please make your check payable to St. Louis School.  The registration fee is expected to be paid at the time of registration.  If the registration fee does not accompany the forms, the student will not be considered registered for the 2009-10 school year.  If this is difficult for you, please contact Susan Hill. 
Tuition for the 2009-2010 school year is listed below.

Catholic Families



Non Catholic Families


     

1 Child     
$2,650.00


  $3,800.00 per child

     
2 Children
$5,000.00


 
              

     
3 Children  
$6,865.00


 
            

     
4 Children  
$8,190.00

     
5 Children  
$8,190.00

Kindergarten:  The tuition for the Monday, Wednesday, Friday program is $ 2,225.00 for Catholics and non-Catholics alike, based upon a minimum enrollment of fifteen students.   
The cost for the Supplemental Kindergarten Program is $ 1,150.00 for Catholics and non-Catholics alike, based upon a minimum enrollment of seven children.  
Pre-Kindergarten Program for Four Year Olds: The tuition for the ½ day pre-kindergarten program will be $ 1800 plus a $ 75 registration fee and a $25 supply fee, based upon a minimum enrollment of eleven children per session.      

Tuition payments can be made in the following manner.

Option #1:  You may pay in full during the school business day which is scheduled the week before school begins.   You may make payment by check, or by paying online through EFT or credit card.  

Option #2:  Families who are unable to make payment in full, can break the tuition up into 10 monthly payments beginning July 1 and ending April 15.  You can make these monthly payments online through EFT or credit card payments. The families that elect to pay on a monthly basis will have a 4% service fee added to their tuition.  Any families that are interested in this payment option are encouraged to call the office to learn how to set up the online payments. 

If you feel you cannot pay the full tuition and you are a St. Louis Parishioner, you are eligible to apply for financial assistance through Private School Aid Service (PSAS), which requires 2008 tax information.   There is a fee of $21.  If you choose this option the school office will send a PSAS form or you can access the form from our website at stlparish.org.  The fee and form must be mailed by April 16 to:  Private School Aid Service, P. O. Box 770728, Lakewood, Ohio   444107. 
It is the feeling of St. Louis Parish that no child of a St. Louis Parishioner should be denied a Catholic education because of financial difficulty.  The Archdiocese has suggested we use the services of PSAS (Private School Aid Service) to determine individual family need.  PSAS Forms are available in the school office for St. Louis Parishioners only.  Please consider using an aid application if you feel the tuition is not within your means.  In order to be considered for tuition assistance, you must complete the P.S.A.S. form and it must be postmarked by April 16, 2009.  I greatly encourage you to submit a form.
Many thanks for your cooperation in these matters and thank you very much for being part of the Saint Louis School family. Please call if you have any concerns or questions.

Sincerely,

Margaret Noonan Hunsberger

Principal


Please see over.


