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It seems only yesterday that these three schoolmates, Evann Farrell, Sabrina Smyth, and DeeAnn Gauch, were walking the halls of St. Louis School and practicing basketball and volleyball in the gymnasium. The three agree on fond memories of closeness that the small school atmosphere offers to students and teachers. They have attended the same schools for 12 years, St. Louis School and McNicholas High School. Today, they proudly put on soccer jerseys to represent the McNick Rockets, as seen in this photo.

Evann recalls the benefits of a close-knit setting in elementary school,”We had such fun as we won several championships in volleyball and softball. It seemed easy because all my friends were part of my team, too.” Her path to playing a defender for the Rockets started years ago in the Clermont Northeastern and select soccer leagues. 

DeAnn also feels that the family atmosphere at St. Louis allowed her to form strong bonds with classmates and actually made high school transition easier when making friends and striving to work hard in academics and sports. “I’ve always strived for that ‘A’ because learning is really important, to soak it all in. Grades and hard work help you in the future and those values have become huge priorities in high school.”

Despite its small size, St. Louis encouraged Sabrina to want to expand outside. “I felt I learned a valuable lesson, I could always achieve big and follow my dreams.” Along the way, many significant elementary teachers, coaches, and certainly family members nurtured her interest and determination in competitive sports. For Sabrina, moving on to McNicholas High School offered a different level of intense school spirit and fostered the responsibility that student athletes have when representing the school, both on and off the field. 

Speaking of big dreams, each of the players has aspirations of continuing soccer at the collegiate level. These athletes do not feel the small school size hindered their experiences or opportunities, but rather it provided the foundation of important values and influential people that touched their lives.
