Saint Paul Teachers and Staff

Jane Scupham, BS, MS Ed. Hello, I’m Jane Scupham, principal of Saint Paul Catholic School. I’m a native Ohioan who grew up in Cincinnati. I received my Bachelor of Science in Education from the University of Cincinnati and my Masters of Education from Valparaiso University. I taught third grade for three years before being a stay at home mom for 10 years with my children, Hannah and Will. My husband Dave is a professor of biology at Valparaiso University. I returned to teach fifth grade for 7 years before becoming principal in 2008.  All my principal licensure studies have been through Indiana State University. Sewing and quilting are two of my hobbies and ways of relaxing. I enjoy the creative process that goes into conceiving and creating a quilt. I’ve been a quilting instructor at Needle and Thread, the local quilt shop, for over 15 years. So even in my hobbies I find the need to teach others! I see being principal as a creative process, one that can help create a very beautiful place of learning for all children. My sincere wish and personal goal is that all students and families find a welcoming place here at Saint Paul Catholic School.
Jan McCorkle, BS, MA I am Jan McCorkle and have been teaching half-day kindergarten at Saint Paul Tiny Tim’s for the last twenty-three years. I am also the Director for of Tiny Tim’s, but my first love is teaching kindergarten. I taught fourth grade for five years in Highland, Indiana before starting my family. I have three sons and one kitty. As you may imagine, I have prepared a number of children for first grade. I have made many dear friends in our community over these past years and hope to continue to do so.
Outside of school, I love to read and would be happy doing so for hours on end. Four evenings a week I am a hostess at a Chesterton restaurant, since my children are grown and gone. But I look forward to each new day with my kindergarten children! When I see a sparkle in just one child’s eye, I know that I’m doing my job. Parent and staff support is always at a max and very positive at Saint Paul. We work together as parents and teachers for each child’s success and well being. That’s me in a nutshell and I hope to be around for a long while at Tiny Tim’s!

Anna Funk, BA, MBA I have been a long standing “region-ite” as I was born in Hammond and later grew up in Munster and attended Munster Public Schools. I attended Indiana University for my bachelor’s in Psychology as well as for my Master in Business Administration. After working for several years, I married and chose to stay home with my children when they were very young. When they were in pre-school and Kindergarten, I began working part-time as the Pre-4 Teacher at Tiny Tim’s. I really loved it. After working there for 5 years, I added on my teaching license requirements and eventually became the Kindergarten teacher here at St. Paul’s. This is my fourth year of teaching full day Kindergarten. 

My hobbies are singing and music. I have served as the music leader for the student Masses for several years, starting from the ‘old’ school. Other activities I enjoy are biking, walking and golfing. My secret passion is remodeling and decorating. There is nothing like re-painting a room and giving it a fresh, new look. The thing I enjoy the most, however, is spending time with family and friends, often talking over a good cup of coffee. I live in Valparaiso with my husband, Dave of 19 years, and my two children, Joey, 17, and Monica, 16. 

Donna Shane, BA Welcome to Kindergarten!  I am blessed to share the gift of Catholic Education to all those I teach.  Having gone to a Catholic school myself, I understand the importance of having God in your everyday education.  This is my thirteenth year teaching full-day kindergarten in the Diocese of Gary, my fourth year at Saint Paul.  I graduated from Concordia University, Chicago with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Elementary Education with a specialization in Kindergarten and concentrations in Reading Instruction and Curriculum Instruction. Kindergarten presents the wonderful challenge of instilling a love for learning in every child, as well as the basic skills necessary to be successful life-long learners.  My emphasis is on an integrated approach to learning, often through the use of themes.  The core curriculum subjects of religion, math, language arts, science, and social studies often overlap and intertwine, giving students both the content and skills needed for future learning.  I feel that parents and teachers are partners in this journey of education.  Our working together is what helps make a child be the best person he or she can be.  When my day at school is over, you can usually find me spending time with my husband and dog, or enjoying a good book or movie.
Debbie Czapla, BS, MS I earned my B.S. in Elementary Education from Calumet College of St. Joseph and my M.S. in Elementary Education from Purdue University.  I also have my Life License. 


My family and I moved to Valparaiso, Indiana in 1992 from Sunny San Diego, California.  We enrolled Anthony, our oldest son, at Tiny Tim's Kindergarten where I met Jan McCorkle who a year later, convinced me to teach Pre-4 at Tiny Tim's.  After spending a "fun filled" 5 years teaching there, I decided to see if I could get a full time teaching job.  I was fortunate to get a position at St. Paul in 1998 and have been here ever since.  I love working with and learning from my little first graders.  They are AWESOME!!!!


When I am not teaching I love "hanging out" with all my boys; my husband Tony and sons Anthony and Patrick and my 185 pound Great Dane, Hoss or just sipping my Starbucks and reading a good book!
Beth Nowlin, BS
Lynn MacLean, BA I feel like I have been a teacher my entire life! I loved playing school as a child and “encouraging” my sibling and neighbors to join my make-believe classroom. I fell in love with the classroom early and the joy continues to this day. My undergraduate work at University of Illinois was centered on urban elementary education. I spent several years focusing on early childhood education, which was later followed by an intense interest in reading comprehension skill building. Recent class work has centered on producing lifelong readers and writers. I have had the amazing opportunity to teach at all grade levels (pre-K through high school) which affords me the unique perspective of seeing the “whole picture” in a child’s educational process.  I relish the challenge to bring life, energy, enthusiasm, and heart to the classroom. It is truly an honor to teach in the Catholic school and follow in the footsteps of Jesus in my sincere endeavor to produce participating and literate Catholics. I strive to help each child discover their own God-given talents and optimize those qualities in the course of our year together. We make important connections to our own past experiences, to one another, and to our ever-changing world.
My husband, Bruce, and I have two adult children, Jessica and Colin. We most happily welcomed our first grandchild, Reilly Kate, with eager opened arms! We enjoy the opportunity to travel whenever possible. Most people already know that I am an avid White Sox fan, attributed most likely to my Chicago south side childhood. My Dad was a steelworker and I never knew there was another baseball team in Chicago until I was 10! One of my many cherished memories from here at St. Paul was our surprise tickets to Game 1 of the World Series! Great game, great seats, great parents!! What a wonderful place to live out my dream as a teacher! 
Pam Rowley, BS “Love one another as I love you” (based on John 15:12).  In view of this commandment, Saint Paul School invokes a sense of family.  In the second grade family, we strive to incorporate this view into all we accomplish.  My personal goal is to encourage and lead my students to grow spiritually, academically, socially, and emotionally. 

Saint Paul School has a standard-driven curriculum, which may be viewed at www.doe.state.in.us.  We continually strive to assess the following of these standards.  Religion is considered a core subject.  We not only teach the subject, we incorporate it into lessons throughout the day.  We are constantly challenged to make the right choice.  Jesus shows us each and every day he is here to help us make a loving and helpful decision.  

I love to do many projects during the year.  Students are continually encouraged to be organized to ensure projects and activities are an enjoyable and fun experience.  They will do oral book reports accompanied by a project for good second grade chapter books.  State reports are a wonderful way to learn and share about our great country’s history.  A science fair classroom project that follows the scientific method gets most students excited so in the years to come, they will venture out on their own.  One of the math projects we do is to create a visual, called the gallon men, used to help the students remember our liquid measurement equivalences.    

Second Grade is absolutely my favorite grade to teach.  Second graders are so full of curiosity, compassion, and willingness to learn.  This is the time in their lives where they are able to build upon prior knowledge, and do so with ease.  It is truly an honor and privilege to work here each day with these wonderful children.  When I am not working, I am enjoying time with my family or catching up on my reading.  

Jan Halaschak, BS, MS I feel very fortunate to be part of the Saint Paul Catholic School Family. Preparing the children each year for their First Communion is one of the highlights of the school year. I am able to help the children grow both spiritually and academically.  I have worked in the Diocese of Gary since 1985. I have a bachelor’s degree in elementary education from Ball State University, and a master’s degree from Purdue University. My husband and I have three children who are married. We also have 10 grandchildren. I enjoy reading, gardening, shopping, and spending time with my family. .  During the summer and on weekends, my family enjoys spending time at our cottage on Nyona Lake. After a busy week in school, the cottage provides a great place to relax. 
Kellee Hitz, BS Hi, my name is Kellee Hitz! This is my second year here, teaching third grade, at Saint Paul. I really enjoy working with the students and look forward to seeing each one grow throughout the year. It is wonderful to see what they have accomplished at the end of the year. 

I graduated from Indiana University Northwest in December of 2006 with a bachelor’s degree in elementary and special education. I have worked as a FROG aide at Central Elementary as well as a special education teacher K-5 at Hayes Leonard Elementary in Valpo. 

I have kept myself busy for the past five years by coaching the girls’ varsity cross country team at Morgan Twp. High School. I have also coached girls’ varsity track at Morgan Twp. and 8th grade girls’ basketball at Thomas Jefferson at one point or another. 

I have been married to my wonderful husband Jonathon for about a year and a half. We are expecting our first child on November 30th. We will be having a little girl named Hallie Brigene. We are both very excited and we can’t wait to meet her. She will be a wonderful new adventure for us! 

Some things that I enjoy doing when I am not at school are playing sports (especially softball in the summer), spending time with family and friends, playing card games, watching movies, and going out to dinner with my husband. I also have one niece and two nephews who I enjoy spending time with.
Kate Bogan, BS Hi! I am Kate Bogan and I am one of the fourth grade teachers at St. Paul.  Here are some fun facts about me that you may find Interesting. First of all I love milk chocolate everything, from milk shakes to milk chocolate candy.  Do not like the dark stuff!!   I am the youngest of five children all of whom still live and work in the city of Chicago. I know Chicago like the back of my hand and always am on the go to the city with my own family. I am the proud mother of twin boys.  My favorite places to eat are Strongbows, Uno's, and Portillos. I have two favorite places that I like to go to with my family: Disney World and Door County WI.  My favorite place to live was Maine. It was beautiful!! 

In my spare time I like to organize my family photos, play with my children and watch movies. My favorite actress who I have always loved is Katherine Hepburn.  What some people may not know about me is that I once considered going into filming and directing but always felt a calling to teaching.  I do not like coffee!!!! Can't even stand the smell of it, but I love my Pepsi!!!   All in all I love life, new adventures, and most importantly my family. My personal motto that I share with my children and husband is that we may not have much, but what we have is so much more than what some other people in this world have and we must always be thankful. 
Kathy Olson, BA I was born in Brooklyn, New York and moved to Indiana at the age of 10 when my father was transferred by Bethlehem Steel.  This move to Northwest Indiana and the Chicago area is responsible for turning me into a lifelong fan of the Chicago Cubs.  This part of my life has been responsible for a great deal of fun and a great deal of mental anguish.  I graduated from Andrean High School and St. Mary-of-the-Woods College.  My first teaching job was the first grade teacher at Blessed Sacrament School in Gary.  I was married a year after graduating college and my husband’s job took us first to the northwest suburbs of Chicago, and then to California and Texas, before bringing us back to northwest Indiana.

We had three beautiful daughters when my husband passed away very unexpectedly.  My daughters and I moved on with the help of loving family and friends.  We were blessed in many ways, especially when God sent my husband Paul into our lives.  Paul has two children of his own and together we now have seven grandchildren.  We enjoy traveling, bicycle riding and sports.  We are both long suffering Cubs fans.

I stayed home with my children for several years, and gradually found my way back to teaching.  I worked as a part time teaching assistant at St. Patrick School, and the Duneland School Corporation in Chesterton, before acquiring a full-time teaching position at Nativity School in Portage, where I taught 6th and then 5th grade for a total of six years.  I came to Saint Paul in the fall of 2005.  I love teaching at Saint Paul and I love 4th grade and 4th graders.  They are the perfect age for learning and having fun. 

Melissa Hernandez, BA My name is Melissa Hernandez and I have been teaching at Saint Paul for four years.  I have taught in the diocese for eleven years.   I am married and have a son in second grade and a three year old son.  My family and I enjoy traveling.  Some of our favorite places are Disney World and Arizona.  I enjoy reading and spend most of my breaks catching up with my favorite authors.  The White Sox are our team of choice at the Hernandez house.  My husband and I miss the years we had season tickets.  Japanese food is my favorite type of food.  I love chocolate, McDonald's cheeseburgers, Starbucks, sweet tea, shopping, and getting flowers.  I have always wanted to be a teacher and love being at Saint Paul!
Alene Sullivan, BS Hi, my name is Alene Sullivan and I am a fifth grade teacher at Saint Paul! I returned to school as an adult student and graduated from Valparaiso University in December of 2006.  This is my third year teaching at St. Paul’s. I am married to Tim and we have two sons, Andy is a sophomore in college and Matthew is a senior in high school.  In my spare time I love to golf, garden, and read.  My family and I love to travel; some of our favorite places are Florida and California.  Our dream is to go overseas one day!  My favorite foods are Mexican and Italian and one of my favorite places to eat is Panera Bread.  I feel very lucky to be a part of the St. Paul family and look forward each day to teaching my fifth graders! 
Karen Behrend, BS, MS I am so excited to be back in the classroom!  I always wanted to be a math teacher, and I followed my dream after I graduated from Evansville Central High School.  I attended Indiana University in Bloomington and received my BS in Secondary Math Education.  While at IU, I worked on graduate courses with the Overseas Student Teaching Program.  After I finished my Indiana student teaching at Lawrence North High School in Indianapolis, I travelled to Perth, Western Australia.  For five months, I taught math in a secondary school in Perth.  Upon returning to the USA, I was fortunate enough to be hired in the Carmel Clay School System north of Indianapolis.  I taught at both Clay Junior High and Carmel High School.  The courses I taught included Pre-Algebra, Algebra 1, Advanced Algebra 1, and Advanced Geometry.  I coached several teams and was very involved with the school system during my five years.   While in Indianapolis, I also received my Master’s degree in Educational Counseling from Indiana University.  

My husband, Rob, and I met in Indianapolis and were married in 1995.  After he graduated from dental school, we moved back to his hometown of Valparaiso.  Instead of searching for a teaching job, I decided to help run Rob’s dental office.  For the past 13 years, I have been the accounting manager/office manager for Valparaiso Family Dentistry.  Although I will remain doing the accounting work for his dental offices, I also feel very fortunate to have the opportunity to return to the classroom.    Teaching is my first love and has an important place in my heart.  

Rob and I have three sons to also keep us busy.  Max, Sam, and Will are all students at SPCS.  Besides all the activities of three boys, I also do enjoy playing golf, reading, baking, walking, and playing board games.  Rob and I enjoy trying new restaurants, going to movies, and travelling with the boys.  I love the Cubs, pizza, Diet Coke, and sunny fall days.  I tried skiing for the first time a few years ago, and now we go on an annual ski trip with friends each winter.  

Patricia Bengert, BA, MA I am in my 48th year of teaching, a fact that reflects my firm belief that teachers are born, not educated or trained. I consider being chosen to be a teacher one of my life's greatest privileges.  This is my tenth year at Saint Paul teaching composition in grades four through eight, and literature, speech and religion in the middle school. In 2000, I retired from public high-school teaching, having taught 27 years at Westville High School, as well as at Munster High and Marian Mishawaka.  For 25 of those 48 years, I have coached an inter-scholastic speech team and sponsored Service Leagues.   

I have two sons who live and work in Chicago.  I enjoy world travel, reading and (slow) running. Although not athletic, I enjoy following sports and am an avid Cubs fan.  I openly admit to "brainwashing" my students in three vital areas: service ("Whatsoever you do to the least of these, you do to Me."); development of God-given talent ("He/she to whom much is given, from him/her, much is expected."); and tolerance: Just because someone is different from you, that does not make them wrong, just different.  

Despite the length of my teaching career, I can honestly say that I have never been bored, as I have encountered many interesting people and made many wonderful friends, both fellow-teachers and former students. I have been blessed indeed.  

Judy Randazzo, BS My name is Judy Randazzo.  I teach middle school Language Arts here at Saint Paul Catholic School.  My school day flies by as I keep busy teaching literature, novels, spelling, vocabulary, grammar, composition, and religion.  I am not new to Saint Paul as I worked as an aide from 1993-98 before returning to college to earn my teaching certification.  My own children attended Saint Paul, so I feel as though I have come full circle and returned home.  I enjoy cheering for Chicago sports teams, especially the Bears, Bulls, and Cubs.  In fact, I have been a Cubs fan since that fateful year (for those of you old enough to remember) of 1969.  I enjoy traveling with my husband and spending time with my three children and our menagerie of dogs, a cat, birds, etc. 
Ellen Taylor, BA, M. ED I am Ellen Taylor, one of the 7th grade homeroom teachers. Though I was born in Chicago, I have been an Indiana resident most of my life. My primary educational achievements include graduating from Andrean High School, receiving a BA in secondary mathematics from Cabrini College in Radnor, PA, and obtaining a M. Ed from Valparaiso University. My husband, Ben, and I have a mathematically structured family, so far. We have two sons, two daughters, two grandsons, two dogs and two cats!

In addition to enjoying my family (and my students), in the summer I like to spend time working outdoors in my huge garden and in tending to my large variety of fruits. I also like walking along Lake Michigan’s beaches. In the winter, I’m more of a “curl up and read” person- anything but going out in the cold (except in February when we go to Iowa to see the bald eagles on the Mississippi)! A nice cup of hot chocolate completes the winter picture.

This year marks my 34th year of teaching, 21 of those years here at Saint Paul. This year I am teaching the 6th and 7th grade math classes, 7th grade health, my homeroom Religion, and co-teaching the Stock Market with Mrs. McGuckin. I am most grateful to be at Saint Paul School where I have the freedom to incorporate God into all of my classes.

Sarah Rock, BS I am Sarah Rock and I teach Middle School Science at Saint Paul Catholic School.  I graduated from St. Joseph's College in Rensselaer in 2001, with a Biology major and Geology minor.  Immediately after college, I held a seasonal position as a nature educator at a Michigan State Park.  The next few years, I worked with an Environmental Engineering and Consulting Firm.  I later entered the Transition-to-Teaching program at St. Joe to obtain my teaching licensure.  I completed my student teaching at Thomas Jefferson Middle School here in Valparaiso.  Prior to Saint Paul, I taught Biology at Rensselaer Central High School, where I also coached Science Olympiad.

 My husband, Ian, and I have been married five years this past July.  We live in Kouts, where I grew up, with our dog, Thanos (he is almost four).  When I am not at work, I like to read (especially National Geographic Magazine), walk Thanos, or cross-stitch.

Nancy Baker, BS
Vicki Schmidt, BA Coming Full Circle…..Having started in Catholic elementary school at Saint Patrick's in Chesterton, I continued my education at Saint Mary's College in Notre Dame, Indiana and further at Calumet College of Saint Joseph in Whiting, Indiana.  I am here at Saint Paul in Valparaiso teaching art to all students in grades Kindergarten through Eighth grade while my own children attend as students.  I enjoy photography as a hobby as well as my reading club and I do enjoy most crafts.  Recently I am "learning" to knit....it's not going very well.

Peggy McGuckin, BS, MS My first teaching assignment was at SS. Peter and Paul in Merrillville, my home parish, where I taught 3rd and 5th grade.  After staying home for nine years to raise my family I returned to teaching, at Saint Paul when we moved to Valparaiso.  I have a wonderful family and enjoy being with them, and enjoy golf and reading when I have time.  All three of my children are graduates of Saint Paul School.
 

For eight years I was the fourth grade teacher at Saint Paul and their 4, 5, 6th grade math teacher.  After sixteen years teaching computer education in the public school, I returned to Saint Paul in 2005. Somehow I have managed to teach every grade from K to 8 at one time in my life.  But I love computers most of all.
 

I have had fun helping influence the design of the new computer lab as many people were surprised that I wanted to see over the "backs" of the children.  However, this provides added security to our beautiful lab. As within the entire school we strive “to create a safe, caring environment, based on Christian values”, so too, our new computer lab was designed with that in mind.
I have the privilege of teaching all the grades and all the very happy students that go to our school.  I have also had the comfort and support of a wonderful school family during the past few years.   Thank you to Saint Paul for being such an important part of my life.  

Isabel O’Connell, BS, BA, MS
Janet Korzow, BS, M.ED
Sally Calland, BA
Sue Knoll, BA, MA I moved to Valparaiso in 1969 to attend Valparaiso University to finish my degree after getting married.  I met my husband at Ball State University. He finished school there, but we needed to find a place where he could find work and I could finish school.  With a part time job at J.C. Penneys “uptown”, we survived and I graduated.

 

Part of our comfort in Valparaiso was having a church community to belong to and be part of from the beginning of our move here.  The church had just moved to the present location, and Msgr. Charlebois was pastor.  The Oasis Club and bridge with many of the church members are fond memories.

 

When our first child was born, we knew that the rigors of full-time public school teaching would mean being away from our own children.  So, my husband joined his father in the family business in La Porte, and I was asked to teach part-time at Saint Paul Catholic School by Sister Mary Kathryn.  That was many years, and all of your children, ago.

 

My two children were raised in La Porte after a family accident that called for us to move our home to La Porte. Now they have both grown and married and live away from the area.  Both are still very active in their faith. One teaches elementary school religious education, the other is a Director of Religious Education. We have two wonderful grandsons….and are learning first hand how different little boys are than little girls!!!  What fun it is to watch them grow.

  

Along with our business endeavors, we own and drive Belgian Draft Horses through the local 4-H and Owner’s Club.   This keeps us busy at festivals and parades throughout the year. We also have been privileged to travel with my siblings (18 of us in all!) each of the last few summers.   Mom takes us for a week of vacation – to share our time has been such a gift that she has made possible.

 

Having started teaching physical education in the Saint Paul Catholic School building on Chicago Street, I know how very blessed we are in our present new facility.  It is a privilege to be on staff with my fellow teachers, and know all of the children who attend here.

Melissa Czekaj, BS Hi, I’m Melissa Czekaj! This is the fourth year that I have been the Secretary at Saint Paul Catholic School.  I tell everyone that this is my dream job; I love to hear the laughter of children all day long.  I received my Bachelor of Science in Business Management from Purdue University – West Lafayette.  It is there that I met my husband of 20 years, Dave.  We have one son, Tim, who is a sophomore at Valparaiso High School.  Tim is involved with the Science Olympiad Team, the High School Swim Team, and Boy Scouts. 

I have three cockatiels at home:  Max, Rocky and Gizmo.  These are some of the funniest pets I’ve ever seen…they each have their own personality.  Gizmo is the baby of Max and Rocky. I love laughing, watching Dancing with the Stars, traveling, camping, hiking and spending time with my family and friends.

Fun Fact for the Day:  
Mrs. Czekaj (aka Missy Bretz) was voted Best Female Athlete by the coaches at Munster High School in 1985

Betty Franz, RN, BSN
Diane Kepa, BS
Mindy Reineke, BS
Sally Clark, BS, JD
