For a Christian Minister 

To One Who Ministers is the Name of Christ,

To Our Colleague in Ministry,

May the peace and joy of our risen savior fill your heart this day.  A family in our parish has asked a member of your community to accept the honor and responsibility of being a Christian witness at the Baptism of their child.  Like you, we affirm that someone who stands as a witness to Baptism must necessarily be a person who by word and deed mirrors the image of Christ in the world.  That person also recognizes that the waters of Baptism have made him/her a part of the church. Participation in the life of the church then, is a priority in their life. 

The celebration of this new life in Christ provides an opportunity for you to take a moment with this sponsor and kindly add your signature to theirs on the accompanying witness statement.  We hope that this will be an occasion for you to celebrate and affirm not only your member but unity that this sacrament symbolizes for all Christians.

Thank you for your kind consideration.  May God continue to bless your ministry with joy and the fullness of life that comes through him alone.

The Role of a Christian Witness at Baptism

From the very day of Pentecost the Church has celebrated and administered the sacrament of Baptism.  Indeed St. Peter declares to the crowd astounded by his preaching:  “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38) Baptism is the sacrament of faith.  But faith needs a community of believers. The church teaches that baptism constitutes the sacramental bond of unity existing among all who through it are reborn.  That faith required for Baptism is not a perfect and mature faith, but a beginning that is called to develop.  For the grace of infant Baptism to unfold, the parents’ help is important.  So too, is the role of a godparent or Christian witness.  They must be firm believers, able and ready to help the newly baptized child on the road of Christian life.  Their task is a truly ecclesial function.

An ecclesial function simply means that as a Christian witness you bear more than a personal responsibility for the faith of this child.  You are the living witness of the Body of Christ, the Church, as you affirm, nurture and support this child’s faith journey.  You bear the sacred privilege of helping to teach this child his/her true identity---who he/she is in Christ.  

As a Christian witness at the Baptism of a Roman Catholic child, you have been chosen to be a living gospel—a person who through word and action will companion this child and his/her family to fullness of life in Christ.  Through, prayer, charity and works of justice you will help them to experience the kingdom of God is our midst.  And through your participation in your faith tradition you will help them to know Christ’s presence in the community of believers.  

Being a Christian witness is a humbling and sacred privilege and a serious responsibility.  After having prayerfully considered the invitation of these parents, we would ask you to sign this statement of intent and we invite you to share this reflection with your minister.  

Statement of Intent

After prayerfully having considered the invitation to act as a Christian Witness at the Baptism of ____________________________, I have chosen to accept this sacred responsibility.  I will, with the help of the Spirit, be a witness of the gospel by word and action and help this child claim the name given to them on this day, a “child of God.”

______________________________________________

Signature of Sponsor
As the minister of the community of _____________________________.

I affirm that ______________________is a Spirit-filled disciple of Christ and will be a committed witness of the gospel in both word & action

________________________________________________________

Signature of Minister

