GUIDELINES FOR QUINCEAÑERAS
St. Francis of Assisi, Apopka FL
These guidelines were written to ensure the religious nature of Quinceañera celebrations and to maintain an environment of the faith that is proclaimed through this custom.

· All youth, without distinction of race or cultural origin, who will be turning or have turned fifteen years of age, can request a Quinceañera celebration.

· To set up an appointment, please call the Parish Office 407-886-4602.

DATE AND PLACE

1. A deposit of $50 is required at the first meeting in order to set the date.

2. Deposit is NOT REFUNDABLE.  Total donation of $150 must be paid one month prior to celebration.

3. The celebration of the sacraments is a priority in our parish. Therefore, Quinceañera celebration will depend on what is currently scheduled in the parish.

4. All Quinceañera celebrations will be held in the Chapel, unless it is part of a regular Mass.

5. The time for Quinceañera is 11:00am, 1:00pm, or during the 7:00pm Saturday Mass.

REQUIREMENTS
1. Family must be registered members of the parish for at least 6 months.

2. Quinceañera must be fully initiated through Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist, and living her Catholic faith.

3. Those who have not received any or all of these sacraments must register with sufficient time (i.e. 2 years), and attend the sacramental preparation program.

4. She needs to participate in parish life. This means she must:

· Attend Mass weekly

· participate in the youth group

· Participate in Church ministry for at least 30 hours service in the community.  Ministries include: Summer Catechesis Program (VBS), Catholic Youth Enrichment (CYE), Coffee and Donuts Ministry. These hours can be completed in a period of two years prior the celebration. The coordinator or priest must sign off that these hours were completed.

5. Quinceañera must receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation a week prior to the celebration.  Parents are encouraged to participate in the Sacrament of Reconciliation with their daughter.

CELEBRATION

1. Quinceañera can be celebrated with a service of the Liturgy of the Word or at the 7:00pm Saturday Mass.

2. Quinceñeras can be celebrated individually or as a group.

3. Quinceañeras will not be celebrated on Holy Days of Obligation.

4. All liturgical norms must be respected especially during Advent and Lent.

5. Blessing of religious articles such as: religious medals, rosary, Bible, and scapular may be presented.  Articles like watches, bracelets, earrings, or anything having the number 15, or any other kind of jewelry will not be blessed.  There is no place for a doll in a religious ceremony.

6. To adequately prepare, scripture readings and the thanksgiving prayer of the Quinceañera will be provided prior the celebration. 

7. Quinceañera, her parents, and Quinceañera party should be in the Chapel 30 minutes prior to ceremony.

8. No gum or refreshments are to be brought into Chapel/Church.

9. To preserve the dignity of the Church, dress attire is to be respectful.

DECORATIONS

1. Candelabras or arches are not permitted.

2. Flowers and decorations should complement the ceremony and NOT outshine it.

3. All decorations should be removed after the ceremony.

4. Only fresh flowers permitted.

5. Decorations are not allowed to be taped, glued, tacked, or stapled to the ends of the pews/chairs.

6. Furnishings and settings of the sanctuary and church may not be disturbed, obscured or altered.

PHOTOGRAPHS

1. Pictures MAY NOT be taken from the altar during the ceremony.

2. You can take pictures as long as it does not disrupt the priest/deacon.

3. Pictures may be taken immediately following the ceremony.
PAGE  
1

