September 2009

TO ALL FRIENDS OF HEKIMA PLACE, 

All of you have heard by now that we have been blessed with land in Kiserian, twenty kilometers to the west of where we rent now in Karen.  On that beautiful land we are hoping to build six bungalows –each for a family of One Mum and 12 girls.  We will reserve the upper bunks for the boarding secondary girls who come home at midterm and holiday time for two weeks.  And we’ll share supper in a central dining room/social hall. 

Since only two of the houses are already paid for, the girls will be going on a TEN K WALK with their classmates, friends and staff to raise money to build a bungalow themselves.  They will be writing to Big Sisters and Sponsors to ask for donations toward their walk as their classmates can only offer ten or twenty shillings.  The staff and board and I are seeking donors from relatives and friends as well as from vendors and stores with whom we do business.  We are hoping to have our Patron, Honorable Esther Murugi, Minister of Children, Gender and Social Development to be the one who flags us off on October 10th, and we are aiming for a DJ to make plenty of tunes for the luncheon available afterwards.  Our football field will be the start and finish of the walk/run. 

I am asking anyone who can manage anything, to hit the PAY PAL button at www.hekimaplace.org and make a donation towards the goal.  The children alone without your help will never be able to raise three million (3M) shillings without you.  We have also invited all volunteers in college to try to arrange walks at their universities, or high schools or our church schools.  It would be a grand statement if there were many walks on the same day on both sides of the ocean, wouldn’t it? 

 At the new property, the shamba has been extended from one acre to four; the fence has been strengthened, we have an employee living at the new property from Mon to Fri to assist in the farm, fence and rock breaking activity.  And the girls come out on weekends to help gather the cow patties from the herd which ate all our grass.  In this vein, please pray that we soon have rain; we haven’t had any since May before I came to the US.  Our dams are none functioning and we are without electricity on rotating basis as there is not enough to go around.  Everyone has no power at all for three days per week, so that kind of cramps our style water wise also.  We are slowly buying trees and shrubs to plant along the fence but until it rains, that’s a risky business. 

We have transferred seven (7) girls to public school and must use the bus now to transport them.  It saves us the tuition for them and they will be able to continue there, after we move in Dec. 2010. 

Our Board in the US is having a huge fundraising dinner at St. Thomas More on Nov 7th.  All the girls will still be in class for another two weeks doing final exams for the grade, so they won’t be able to be there. But I hope you will all attend and help us make this dream of a permanent home come true. 
 I would also ask your prayers for a “contest” as it were, at a church in Naperville, Illinois.  One person is chosen with a worthy mission, who then presents at all the Masses on Nov. 21, 22 and the Advent collections go to that ministry.  I heard about it from a friend who actually was awarded the collection several years ago, and on her advice, submitted our mission and goals.  If we get that church, we will have three church collections in Nov/Dec this year which is also a first.  And what a colossal blessing that will be. 

Much much love from all of us: the 10 high schoolers, the 38 primaries, and the 6 pre schoolers, and all the staff……… 

Kate
