
St. Mary’s joins Habitat for Humanity in the fight against poverty housing and 
homelessness in our community and around the world! 

 

Serving God by Serving Others… 
St. Mary Parish volunteers put faith into action and joined the Habitat for Humanity of 
Monroe County affiliate for their summer build through the Building on Faith Adopt-a-Day program. 
Our adopted day was Saturday, July 23rd...HOT and HUMID!...Habitat homeowners are required to put 
in 250 hours of their own labor into their house and other homes...  They call it “sweat equity”. There 
was a lot of sweat equity from the homeowners that day and a lot of sweat investment from our volun-
teers!  There was much to be sacrificed and much to be gained!  We had over 35 volunteers give of their 
time…(or should I say “overtime”…It was the week-end! I’m pretty sure that will count double in our 
favor at the last judgment!)...and talents to work side-by-side with the Habitat crew leaders and home 
owners. We worked on 3 new home builds off of Dixie Hwy. on Sandy Creek Road just south of New-
port.  
 
Thank you St. Mary! Your generosity helped us raise $1,500.00 through the KofC pancake breakfasts,  
June bake sale, St. Mary School’s month of May Habitat house box collection and other donations 
needed to support our Adopt-a-Day volunteers. With that donation, St. Mary has become one of Habitat 
for Humanity of Monroe County’s largest church sponsors. We look forward to serving with you for 
Habitat for Humanity again next year.  In the meantime, if you would like to volunteer for Habitat as an 
individual or small group, log onto the website and sign-up or contact Christina McNally at (734) 243-
2048. 
 
Special Thank You! to Kim Amos and her volunteers for providing, transporting and/or serving lunch to 
all the volunteers and Habitat staff… Barb Metzger, Judy Swearengin, Betty Steffke, Mary Gallagher, 
Joyce Szymanski, Marceli Macabebe, Angela Roberts and daughter Alaiya, Peyton Szczechowski and 
Jamie and Josie Blumberg. Lunch was delicious!   



 
“Habitat for Humanity International is founded on the conviction that every man, woman and 
child should have a decent, safe and affordable place to live. Through volunteer labor and dona-
tions of money and materials, Habitat and its homeowner families have built or rehabilitated 
more than 400,000 houses. A nonprofit, nondenominational Christian housing ministry, Habitat 
invites people of all backgrounds, races and religions to build together in partnership.” 
 
How does it work? Check out this info from their web-site: www.habitat.org: 

· Through volunteer labor and donations of money and materials, Habitat builds 
and rehabilitates simple, decent houses alongside our homeowner (partner) families.  
· Habitat is not a giveaway program. In addition to a down payment and monthly 
mortgage payments, homeowners invest hundreds of hours of their own labor (sweat 
equity) into building their Habitat house and the houses of others. 
· Habitat houses are sold to partner families at no profit and financed with afford-
able loans.  
· The homeowners’ monthly mortgage payments are used to build still more Habi-
tat houses. 
· Currently, more than 1,500 affiliates in the United States and 550 international 
affiliates coordinate Habitat house-building projects in over 3,000 communities 
around the world. 
· Habitat affiliates build houses, while Habitat for Humanity International pro-
vides a wide range of support services and resources.  
· Some affiliates in developing countries also receive funding grants from Habitat 
for Humanity International. 
· All Habitat affiliates are asked to tithe a percentage of their contributions to fund 
house-building work in other nations.  
· These contributions provide much-needed funds for international building and 
give affiliates the opportunity to demonstrate the spirit of Christian partnership.  

Habitat for Humanity International states their mission is, “….seeking to put God’s love 
into action…bringing people together to build homes, communities and hope….It is about 
tearing down walls and building bridges…offering hope and transforming lives…serving 
God by serving others.” 
 
Mission principles: 

· Demonstrate the love of Jesus Christ. 
We undertake our work to demonstrate the love and teachings of Jesus, acting in all 
ways in accord with the belief that God’s love and grace abound for all, and that we 
must be “hands and feet” of that love and grace in our world. We believe that, 
through faith, the miniscule can be multiplied to accomplish the magnificent, and 
that, in faith, respectful relationships can grow among all people. 
· Focus on shelter. 
We have chosen, as our means of manifesting God’s love, to create opportunities for 
all people to live in decent, durable shelter. We put faith into action by helping to 
build, renovate or preserve homes, and by partnering with others to accelerate and 
broaden access to affordable housing as a foundation for breaking the cycle of pov-
erty. 



· Advocate for affordable housing. 
In response to the prophet Micah’s call to do justice, to love mercy and to walk hum-
bly with God, we promote decent, affordable housing for all, and we support the 
global community’s commitment to housing as a basic human right. We will advo-
cate for just and fair housing policy to eliminate the constraints that contribute to 
poverty housing. And, in all of our work, we will seek to put shelter on hearts and 
minds in such powerful ways that poverty housing becomes socially, politically and 
religiously unacceptable. 
· Promote dignity and hope. 
We believe that no one lives in dignity until everyone can live in dignity. We believe 
that every person has something to contribute and something to gain from creating 
communities in which all people have decent, affordable places to live. We believe 
that dignity and hope are best achieved through equitable, accountable partnerships. 
· Support sustainable and transformational development. 
We view our work as successful when it transforms lives and promotes positive and 
lasting social, economic and spiritual change within a community; when it is based 
on mutual trust and fully shared accomplishment; and when it demonstrates respon-
sible stewardship of all resources entrusted to us. 

 
 

Scroll down for pictures of St. Mary Volunteers at work! 





For more pictures go to the website  www.habitatmonroemi.org for more.  


