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By acknowledging your gifts, you give glory to God. By using 
your gifts, God’s kingdom grows and thrives. 
 

... Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever 
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each must do as already 
determined, without sadness or compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver.... You are being enriched in every way for all generosity, 
which through us produces thanksgiving to God... 2 Cor 9:6-7,11�

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
This past weekend you were invited to sign a Covenant, acknowledging and accepting the expectations of parishioners at 
Saint Matthew Catholic Church. This coming weekend, at our annual Ministry Fair, you will be given an opportunity to act 
on the expectation that parishioners of Saint Matthew give of their time and talent through service to the parish and 
community at large.  
 
I invite you to visit our annual Stewardship Ministry Fair  in the Parish Gym after all masses on Saturday, September  19 
and Sunday, September  20. The Ministry Fair provides an opportunity to talk with ministry leaders, ask questions, and 
determine how you can best use your unique talents in service. Come and see the creative posters submitted for the 
Children’s and Middle School Stewardship Poster  Contests. Contest winners will be posted at the Ministry Fair.  Teens 
should visit the Stewardship table at the Ministry Fair to learn about the new Teen Stewardship Scholarship Contest. High 
school juniors and seniors in the parish are invited to document their community service work to compete for a $1000 
scholarship.  
 
This 2009-2010 Ministry Handbook describes our parish ministries. Please review the handbook, attend the Ministry Fair, 
and prayerfully consider how you can “Grow in the Spir it of Stewardship” . I ask that you and your family reflect on your 
current commitments of time and talent to St. Matthew parish, as well as new ways to become involved. 
 
Each of us has unique God-given talents to share. Some of us are actively sharing those talents within the parish and others 
are just beginning to discover their talents. Wherever you are on that spiritual journey, know that your contributions to the 
parish are needed and valued. 
 
May the good Lord bless you always and in all ways, 
 
 
Monsignor John J. McSweeney, Pastor 

� � � �� � � �� � � � ��� � � � � �� �� �� � � � �� � � � � � � �� � � � �� �� �� � � � �� � � � � � � �� � � � �� �� �� � � � �� � � � � � � � ���
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St. Matthew Catholic Church 
PO Box 49349 

8015 Ballantyne Commons Parkway 
Charlotte, NC 28277-0077 

704-543-7677    Fax: 704-542-7244 
Website:  www.stmatthewcatholic.org 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil:  5:30 pm 

(Satellite location:   
St. Margaret Episcopal 5:30pm) 

Sunday:  7:30 am,  9:00 am,  10:45 am, 
12:30 pm, 5:30 pm  Life Teen 

   Inspire spirituality Attend and participate in Sunday mass and 
Holy Days of Obligation 

Teach the Catholic faith Grow in faith and spirituality 

Cultivate an open and welcoming atmosphere Be welcoming to fellow parishioners 

Be good stewards of parishioners’  gifts of 
time, talent, and treasure 

Share time, talent, and treasure 

St. Matthew Par ish Covenant 
   Clergy, staff and ministry leaders will:                Par ishioners will: 

Community

Worship

Evangelization

W
or

d

Service

Leadership

Stewardship

Engagement 

·  St. Matthew ministries are arranged into four 

major committees that contain most of the 

parish ministries grouped according to their 

major purpose:  

 Word (Faith Formation) 

 Service   

 Worship   

 Community   

·  There are three other committees, 

Stewardship, Evangelization and 

Engagement, whose “goals are intricately 

threaded throughout each ministry and touch 

each parishioner within the St. Matthew Faith 

Community.”   

·  All aspects of the Pastoral Committees are 

anchored by the Sunday L iturgy and our 

communal celebration of the Eucharist.  
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ENGAGEMENT 
       Conveners:   Don Garbison  704-661-9496,    John Welshofer 704-846-5676 
What is Engagement? It is the emotional connection to our parish community. It’ s how we feel about our parish, a sense of 
belonging and having the opportunity to do what we do best. Research by the Gallup Organization tells us that people who 
are engaged in their faith community are vastly more likely to be Spiritually Committed individuals. Spiritually Committed 
people are much more likely to be happy with their lives (even in the midst of trials or challenge); they are also more likely 
to invite others to worship with them or participate in faith community events. These individuals are more likely to give 
selflessly of their time and their talent and are more likely to serve in wonderful ways. They are truly living disciples! 

The key characteristic of an engaged parishioner is one who organizes their life around their church. It is in the spirit of 
support and encouragement that the Engagement Committee of St. Matthew is constantly striving to identify and create 
opportunities to develop and enhance the relationship between our church, our ministries, and our parishioners. 
 

The Engagement Committee is responsible for the oversight of all the components of engagement that are outlined in the 
Pastoral Plan for 2008-2011 (see parish website, stmatthewcatholic.org).  We have prepared the soil and the seeds are being 
planted. This is all about our relationship with Jesus Christ and the way our faith is lived out in all aspects of our lives. 
Belonging leads to believing! It is our hope to draw others into the life of the community (leading them to engagement) 
where their lives may change as they experience Christ through us. 
 

In the fall of 2008, St. Matthew introduced Living Your  Strengths, a process whereby individuals discover their top 5 God-
given talents through the Clifton Strengthsfinder assessment by the Gallup organization. Individuals continue to explore and 
develop these talents into strengths through small group sessions or have the opportunity to meet with a Strength’s Coach to 
delve deeper into understanding one’s strengths and embracing them in daily life. Gift Coordinators are available to explore 
opportunities on how to use one’s talents and strengths in our own parish or the community at large. On-going follow up and 
strengthening of individual’s talents continue through our monthly gatherings entitled Guiding Parishioner’s Strengths 
(GPS). 
 

Over 500 parishioners have experienced this exciting program in the first year, and every member of St. Matthew is invited 
and encouraged to share the journey!  Watch for signup details on Living Your  Strengths in the bulletin. 
 

GPS - Guiding Par ishioner  Strengths – parishioners guide each other to grow spiritually and apply their strengths.  GPS 
provides an opportunity to understand your strengths more fully through discussion, building community, sharing 
information about working with a coach or gift coordinator and through highlighting ministries.  Meetings are monthly and 
90 minutes.  We invite all those who have completed a Living Your Strengths Journey to join us.  Invitations are extended 
monthly by email. 
 

Welcoming Committee                                                                                                Maureen Regele  704-541-0101 
The Welcoming Committee was formed in response to the current Pastoral Plan.  Its membership consists of volunteers and 
staff representing the various welcoming ministries including:  Greeters, Welcome Desk volunteers, Ministers of Hospitality 
(Ushers), Newcomers group members, WelcomeMatt volunteers, St. Matthew Receptionist and Volunteer Coordinator.  In 
addition, there is at least one representative from the Parish Pastoral Council, and of course, “all are welcome” !  Meetings 
are monthly, or as needed.  It is the Welcoming Committee’s objective “ to encourage a friendly environment of spirituality, 
hospitality, and inclusion into the faith community of St. Matthew Catholic Church.”  
 

Communications Committee                                                                                            Jim Stablein 704-541-0087 
The Communications Committee analyzes parish print, voice, and electronic communication methods for clergy, staff and 
parishioners, makes recommendations for improvement, and acts to implement approved changes. Analysis includes the 
parish bulletin, website, email, internet, phone systems, office software, projectors, video, signs, bulletin boards, etc. 
 

Leadership Development                                                                                                Janet LeClair   704-544-2536 
The Leadership Committee is new this year and was formed to support St Matthew Parish’s ministry and staff leaders. Our 
ministries provide vital support to our parish and the greater Charlotte community and our leaders are critical to sustaining 
and nurturing these programs.   The committee’s focus is on the development of leadership competencies and training 
materials to support our current ministry leaders and the needs of our rapidly growing faith community. The Leadership 
Committee works in concert with the Welcoming and Engagement committees to identify and encourage future ministry 
leaders and provide the development and guidance they need to successfully perform their roles.  
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STEWARDSHIP  COMMITTEE 
Convener :  Joan Slep, 704-542-0045 

                                                                             Electronic Giving 
For your convenience, St. Matthew offers a simple and safe method of making offertory contributions via 
automatic payment from your checking or credit card account through our automated payment program, Faith 
Direct.  It’s simple!  You may either complete the form found in the Welcome Packet and send it directly to Faith 
Direct, or you may visit www.faithdirect.net using our parish code NC36 to enroll online.  You will be able to 
securely access and make changes to your account any time online or by calling them directly.  There is no cost to 
you for joining or making your donations through this program.  Any questions?  Please contact Jane Balbirnie, 
Chief  Finance Officer of St. Matthew at (704) 543-7677 ext. 1046.����

Stewardship involves taking the spir it of the Sunday L iturgy into our  daily lives by shar ing our time, talents 
and resources to the fulfillment of our  par ish mission.  Stewardship Committee members (both adults and 
teens) are appointed by the Pastor . They sponsor  year ly Stewardship Campaigns, Ministry Fairs, Youth 
Stewardship Envelopes and continuing Stewardship education. 
 
                 Ministry Fair  Weekend                      Stewardship of Treasure Weekend 
                 September 19-20, 2009                        January 9-10, 2010 

Diocesan Policies for Volunteers 
 
Thank you for your interest in St. Matthew’s ministries.  We are happy to have you become an active volunteer of our faith community!  
St. Matthew is committed to providing a safe environment for all members of our faith community, especially the young and vulnerable 
adults.  In accordance with the Diocese of Charlotte requirements, all par ish volunteers must complete the following four  (4) forms 
before they can par ticipate in par ish ministry.    
 

·  Notification and Release Form authorizes the parish to request a background check.  The form is submitted to the Diocese of 
Charlotte by the parish for processing. 

·  Volunteer  Profile asks for standard personal information. 

·  Acknowledgement of Receipt Form which is the last page of the Sexual Misconduct Policy handbook; this should be signed and 
dated. 

·  Certification of Receipt Form from the Code of Ethics handbook; this should be signed and dated. 
 
Forms can be obtained at the receptionist desk during normal office hours.  You can also access the forms online at 
www.charlottediocese.org; the forms and handbooks are available from their home page under “How We Serve” , then select the “Human 
Resources”  link.  Completed and signed forms need to be returned to the parish office in a sealed envelope to the attention of Lisa 
Hornung.  These can be dropped off at the receptionist desk or mailed to: St. Matthew Catholic Church, PO Box 49349, Charlotte, NC 
28277. 
 
Additionally, volunteers must attend a Protecting God’s Children workshop.  This program is intended to educate volunteers to 
recognize and prevent sexual abuse.  Pre-registration is required for the workshop.  You may do this online at www.virtus.org.  After the 
workshop, you will be asked to keep your training updated through monthly bulletins online at www.virtus.org.  The monthly training 
requires approximately fifteen (15) minutes.  There is an additional  recertification yearly that is also online.   
 
� � Please check the parish bulletin and website for upcoming dates of “Protecting God’s Children”  at St. Matthew. 
� � If you do not have access to the internet, or are unable to work online, please contact Lisa Hornung, Business Office Assistant, at 
(704)543-7677 ext. 1016. 
Please visit the diocesan website for additional information about the “Protecting God’s Children”  program. 

 
For further information or questions, please contact Deacon Jim Hamrlik at (704)543-7677 ext. 1040.  If you believe you have 
previously completed the forms, or have attended a workshop, please contact Lisa Hornung at (704)543-7677 ext. 1016. 
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The Worship Committee ministries serve the St. Matthew Faith Community in the areas of private and public worship.  
Private worship is a commitment to personal and communal prayer time to build up the Body of Christ.  Public worship is 
centered on the Sunday Eucharistic celebration and other special liturgical events.  Many opportunities are available for 
those who feel called to take an active and often visible role by serving the St. Matthew Faith Community in the Sunday 
Eucharistic celebration.   Other opportunities are available for those who feel called to serve in a supportive, behind the 
scenes role in the areas of both public and private worship.  We ask that you prayerfully consider  participating in only 
one public ministry at a time. 
Public Worship Ministr ies 
• Altar Guild 
• Altar Servers 
• Arts & Environment (including Seams of Faith) 
• Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
• Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
• Mass Coordinators 
• Ministers of Hospitality (Ushers and Greeters) 
• Ministers of Music 
• Ministers of the Word (Lectors) 
• Sacristans 
• Welcome Center 
Pr ivate Worship Ministr ies   
            Alive in the Spirit Prayer Group 
             Vocations Awareness Prayer Group 
 Eucharistic Adoration 
 Military Families and Friends Prayer List 
 Our Lady’s Rosary Makers Guild 
             Prayer Line 

ALIVE IN THE SPIRIT PRAYER GROUP                                                         Barbara Gardner, 704-814-6771 
Meets every Monday evening.  Sponsors a Healing Prayer Service once a month. 
ALTAR  GUILD                                                                                                           Kathy Murray, 803-548-4273 
Volunteers assist in maintaining the order and cleanliness of the sanctuary and altar, and help in preparation for the seasonal  
celebrations and special events. Responsibilities rotate between several teams that meet on Friday mornings for one hour. 
ALTAR SERVERS  ����                                                                                                      Kelly Rose, 704-451-0679 
Assist the priest at Mass as needed with processions, blessings, rituals and readings. The ministry is open to all parish 

members in 5th grade or above who have received First Eucharist. 
Training provided.  
ARTS AND ENVIRONMENT    Marjory Dury, 704-846-6962 
This ministry creates an inviting atmosphere in the church 
throughout the year.  Its major responsibility is to decorate for 
Advent, Christmas, Lent, Holy Week and Easter. Creating new 
banners and upkeep of existing ones are ways that the ministry 
strives to enhance the Spirit in the church.  
CHILDREN’S L ITURGY OF THE WORD  ����                                        
                Julie Wright, 704-846-4335, Pager 704-337-6817 
A program that enables children in grades K-2 to have the Sunday 
readings interpreted at their level of understanding. Volunteers lead 
the children to the chapel during the liturgical part of the Mass for 
leader directed activities and group discussion. Volunteers are also 
needed to serve as “shepherds”  to help keep order. 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
Convener :  Donna Shenoha, 704-608-1543 

WORSHIP MINISTRIES 
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EUCHARISTIC ADORATION  ����                                                                             Joyce Wigger, 704-752-3645 
Volunteers make a commitment to spend one hour a week before the Blessed Sacrament, spending quiet moments of prayer 
and reflection with Our Lord. Begins Friday morning after 9am Mass and concludes at the 9am Mass on Saturday .  
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION   ���� (Teen)           Dave Vasquez, 704-843-7965 
Volunteers distribute communion at all Masses. Training in St. Matthew’s procedures and scheduling services are provided 
for all who elect to participate.  Teens must be Confirmed and be at least a Junior in high school. 
GREETERS   ����                                                                                                           Janet Garbison, 704-661-7849 
Smiling, happy, and hospitable parishioners are needed at every mass at all the doors to greet everyone as they come to 
worship with our community.  No special skills are needed and there are no age limitations!!  Please consider participating in 
this important welcoming ministry.  
MASS COORDINATORS                                                                                          Janet Garbison, 704-661-7849 
Mass Coordinators will assist all ministers involved in each liturgy to enable a grace-filled worship experience for all in the 
assembly. 
MILITARY FAMILIES AND FRIENDS PRAYER LIST   ����                                 Regina Spika,  704-841-7855 
Volunteer to pray for a member of the military. Please call if you have someone you would like to have added to the list.  
MINISTERS OF THE WORD   ���� (Teen)            Kip Byrne, 704-365-1604, Barb VanHellemont, 704-846-1551 
Lectors have the privilege of reading Holy Scripture during the Mass. Training is provided. Volunteers serve on a schedule 
reading once every four-eight weeks depending on Mass served. 
MUSIC MINISTRY    ����                                                                                              Kathy Bartlett, 704-400-2213 
Volunteer cantors, instrumentalists and choir members are needed for all Masses. Choirs include the Children’s Choir  
(grades 4-8) who sing at the 9:00 AM on the second Sunday of each Month from October through May. Rehearsals are on 
the first and third Thursday of each month from 6:00 to 6:50 PM in the choir room from September to May. Family Choir  
(2 or more members of the same family, under age 9 must be accompanied by an adult) and Main Choir  (open to anyone 
from 9th grade to adult) can sing at 5:30 PM Saturday, 9:00, 10:45 or 12:30 on Sunday. Rehearsals are on Thursdays from 
7:30 to 9:00 PM in the choir room from September through May.  Cantors are by audition only and must be active members 
of the choir. Watch bulletin for audition dates and times, generally in September or October. Musicians can participate in the 
Combo Band for High School and College students. This group plays for special liturgies and rehearsals are scheduled as 
needs arise. Kathy Bartlett, Director of Liturgical Ministries KSchwabEnt@aol.com. 
OUR LADY’S ROSARY MAKERS GUILD   ����                                                         Judy Enderle,704-708-9385 
This group gathers monthly to pray and makes cord rosaries for local and 
overseas groups and missions.  
PRAYER LINE   ����                                     Joan Kelley, 704-846-8209      
Parishioners may make special requests for prayer which are passed on to this 
list of volunteers who  pray for those intentions.  
SACRISTANS                                            Tom Stevens, 704-841-7579                                                                                                            
Sacristans are responsible for the preparation of the Mass, insuring that the 
altar, sacred vessels, and gifts of bread and wine are ready before Mass. Work 
is done quietly behind the scenes and enables the Eucharistic Celebrations to 
run smoothly.  
SEAMS OF FAITH                           Dianne Huckbody, 704-843-0756                                                                                      
Members of this ministry undertake sewing and needlework projects for the 
parish and community.   
USHERS  � (Teen)                                        Dan Hines, 704-544-6665                                                                                                    
The Ministers of Hospitality who are responsible for greeting parishioners at 
Mass, assisting with collections and Communion traffic flow, distributing 
bulletins after Mass and handling emergencies. 
WELCOME CENTER                         Maureen Moore, 704-220-7806                                                                                        
Volunteers share their time and talent at the Welcome Desk (in the Narthex) 
before and after all Masses to welcome newcomers and visitors, share 
information and answer questions.  

WORSHIP MINISTRIES, continued 
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Director /Faith Formation:  Pat Tomlinson, 704-541-8362 x 2  (see other  extensions below) 
Email:  faithform@stmatthewcatholic.org 
 
Our Faith Formation programs present opportunities for all parishioners to deepen their faith and continue the 
on-going process of maturation and growth on their faith journeys, both individually and as a faith community, 
through hearing, understanding and living God’s Word.   

 
PRE-SCHOOL                                                                                                                            Diane Kiradjieff x 5 
Catechists and aides share their faith with our three and four year olds on Sunday mornings during the 9:00am and 
10:45 am masses. 
 
GRADES K-8                                                                                                                                     Barb Kohler x 3 
The elementary and middle school catechists teach at one of ten sessions Sundays, Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays. 
Grades K & 1: Diane Kiradjieff x 5 
Grade 2:  Lisa Rickher x 9 
Middle School: Claire Kuechle x 7 
 
EDGE                                                                                                                                                  Katie Dunne x 6 
A dedicated core of high school students and adults commit themselves to building relationships and praying for 
our eighth graders.  They prepare weekly gatherings that include activities, teachings, small group discussion, 
prayer and fun. 
 
CONFIRMATION                                                                                                                           Heather King x 8 
Confirmation catechists and peer ministers facilitate classes and small group discussion on Sunday mornings or 
evenings.  Students must attend class in grade 8 in the Catholic School system or  Faith Formation program 
to be in the Confirmation Program in the 9th Grade. 
 
L IFE TEEN                                                                                                                                        Katie Dunne x 6 
St. Matthew Life Teen serves all teens in grades 9-12.  We gather at the 5:30pm Sunday Mass to celebrate the 
greatest gift of our Catholic faith, the Eucharist.  Following this vibrant liturgy, we gather for Life Nights, where 
the teens are presented opportunities to learn about the Church and our faith and to grow in relationship with our 
Lord and each other.  We cover a wide spectrum of topics that address issues our teens are faced with in their daily 
lives in an open and accepting environment.  By offering a weekly Bible Study, retreats, and opportunities to serve 

others, our teens are provided with a comprehensive youth ministry program that 
meets them where they are, and strives to lead them ever closer to Christ. Adults 
serve on the Core Team as facilitators.  
 
PEER MINISTRY                                                                       Heather King x 8 
Confirmed teens are encouraged to gather with their peers, form community, and 
serve as catechists in all levels of Faith Formation classes, or tutor younger 
students, or serve in the liturgical or service ministries of the parish. 

WORD  COMMITTEE 

WORD  MINISTRIES 
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WORD  MINISTRIES, continued 

SPECIAL SACRAMENTS                                                                                                              Lisa Rickher x 9 
Catechists teach children who have surpassed the third grade without receiving First Reconciliation and First 
Eucharist.   
 
SPRED/ANNE’S ANGELS                                                                                            Jan Clemens, 704-246-7102 
Faith Formation Program for special needs adults and exceptional children.   
 
MINISTRY TO THE DEAF         JoAnn Van Camp, 
     704-543-8576 
Volunteers trained in signing interpret the mass each 
Sunday at 9:00am, at holiday masses, and upon request at 
special liturgies.  Workshops for the deaf and hard of 
hearing are also offered. 
 
ADULT FORMATION                         Susan Brady x 4 
ST. MATTHEW “yoU”NIVERSITY provides 
opportunities for continued learning.  Volunteers can 
become involved with: 
L ittle Rock Bible Study 
Back To Basics 
Share the Word 
Apologetics  
Catechist Recognition Process (CRP) 
Family Enr ichment 
MOMS 
Called To Be Mom 
First Fr iday Retreats 
Teams of Our Lady (for more information, please call Jason and Molly Beckert, 704-242-3252) 
                                 
Please see the weekly bulletin or  the par ish website for  class schedules and group meeting times. 
 
YOUTH SPORTS PROGRAM                                                                                  Angie Pollack, 704-543-6322 
Basketball for boys and girls in grades 3-12.  Volunteer coaches are needed-please watch the parish bulletin for 
details. 
 
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA) 
                           Adults,  Tom Lindemuth, 704-543-7677 x 1063 
                           Teens, Heather King, 704-541-8362 x 8 
The process by which adults and teenagers are brought into the Catholic faith or prepared for Confirmation makes 
use of volunteers as Team Members and sponsors.  
 
PARISH LIBRARY                                                                                               Felicia Salvemine, 704-543-6786 
Volunteers needed to serve on the Library Committee with the many tasks necessary to operate the library.  No 
experience is necessary.  No long-term commitment is required and you can volunteer whenever it is convenient 
for you.   
 
 



Web Site: www.stmatthewcatholic.org  

 10 

SERVICE  MINISTRIES 

CONVENER:  Mar tha Bookout, 704-542-6761 
Our Service Ministries strive to reach out to people, both within the 
parish and in the larger community, who may be challenged by 
injustices or are feeling powerless to change the circumstances in 
their lives. 
 

A CHILD’S PLACE   ����          Robin Essenmacher, 704-839-1317,  
                  Valerie Zerbe, 704-910-0737                                                  
Provide nutritious snacks to homeless and disadvantaged children. 
Also help with special projects when requested by the director of 
the program. Snack providers and drivers needed during the school 
year and serve on a rotating schedule. 
 

ANGEL TREE  ����                                                                                                     Martha Bookout, 704-542-6761 
Provide Christmas gifts for the needy. Annual drive runs from the middle of November through the delivery of the 
gifts before Christmas. Helpers needed to set up trees, collect and distribute gifts. 
 

BLOOD GIVE-IN                                                                                                        Ed Nenninger, 704-366-6637 
Quarterly blood drives at St. Matthew for the Red Cross. Volunteers needed to schedule donors and help on the 
day of the drive. 
 

CROP WALK    ����                                                                                  Brenda and Robert Graziano 704-845-0623 
National event held each fall to raise money to fight world hunger.  Walkers raise money through pledges.  
Volunteers also needed to help with organization. 
 

DISASTER SHELTER TEAM                                                                                     Debbie Kane, 704-562-1159 
St. Matthew volunteers, trained by the American Red Cross, stand ready to minister to the needs of our neighbors 
who would reside in our shelter in a time of disaster. 
 

DONATED GOODS   �                              Bob and Carol Wilcocks, 704-542-1541, Julie Vasquez 704-843-7965 
Collects (second Saturday of each month), organizes and distributes donated items to the missions and local 
organizations. Donations of shipping supplies and the use of trucks are always welcome.  
 

FAMILY ASSIST                                                       Jack and Susan Staub, Ellen Martinez, 704-543-7677 x 1013 
Provides assistance to parishioners in need. In collaboration with Catholic Social Services, St. Matthew offers an 
on-site Social Worker Tuesday and Thursday mornings to determine the need for financial assistance and other 
services. Parish volunteers provide meals, transportation, shopping, housekeeping, etc. on a limited basis.  Please 
call the number above for  assistance or  to volunteer . 
 

FOOD PANTRY                                                                                                       Brenda Lehtinen, 704-541-1551                                                        
Food Pantry maintained at St. Matthew, provides food baskets to Catholic Social Services at Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, and Easter and to parishioners as needed. Collections of non-perishable items taken the first weekend 
of each month. Volunteers help on the first Monday of each month.  Located in the storage room beneath the 
Daily Mass Chapel. 
 

FRIENDSHIP TRAYS                                           Robbie Burris, 704-847-8058,  Patti Olejniczak, 704-443-5150 
A community program that utilizes volunteers to deliver hot meals to shut-ins. Volunteers drive about once every 
four weeks. 
 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY                                                                             Bob Wilcocks, 704-542-1541 
Helps build low-cost housing for a needy family and provides meals for workers each weekend during 
construction phase. St. Matthew builds a house every other year and has completed 6 houses. 
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SERVICE  MINISTRIES, continued 
 

LUNCH TO GO    ����                                         Colleen Touranjoe, 704-841-9344,  Maria Lander 704-849-8211 
Volunteers prepare and deliver sandwiches and cookies twice weekly to the Union County Shelter for residents 
to take with them to work.  Sandwich makers and drivers serve on a rotating schedule. 
 

MEL’S DINER   ����                                                                                                      Duke Oxford  704-904-8968 
Provides meals for the needy on a weekly rotating schedule. Helps local agencies with special projects. 
 

MEN’S WINTER SHELTER                                                                                     Jane Schmidt 704-708-8556 
Volunteers assist with processing and check-in at this temporary shelter during the months of November through 
March. 
 

MUFFIN MINISTRY    �                                                                                             Carla Miller 704-846-0774 
Provides muffins for the homeless shelter and A Child’s Place on a weekly basis. Volunteers agree to bake two 
dozen muffins on a scheduled basis, usually two to three times a year.  
 

PEACE AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE                                                                     Terri Jarina, 704-243-4431 
Addresses the injustices in our communities that often cause people to be in need.  Volunteers research problems 
and educate parish and community members on issues in the justice and educational systems and environmental 
quality. 
 

REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT                                                                                    Bill LaMay, 704-995-0002 
Adopts refugee families during their first six months in this country. Services provided include: welcoming, 
donations (home furnishings and money), furniture pick-up and delivery, food and friendship. 
 

REGIONAL AIDS INTERFAITH NETWORK (RAIN)                                       Helen Fritsch, 704-543-0446 
Teams of trained volunteers provide support for individuals living with HIV/AIDS. 
 

RESPECT LIFE                                                                                                               Pat Rodite 704-541-9744 
Sponsors activities to educate and improve the perception of life in the community, including the annual Life 
Chain, Rosaries for Life, license plate sales, educational programs. 
 

SANDWICH PROGRAMS    �                                Lisa Gentile 704-814-6960,  Anna Andrejko 704-544-0851 
Volunteers agree to make 40 sandwiches on a rotating schedule, every other month, which are delivered weekly 
to Charlotte Women’s and Men’s Homeless Shelters. 
 

UPTOWN MENS’ SHELTER    �                                                                                  Tom Ellis 704-542-9419 
A group of parishioners prepares and serves dinner at the Uptown Men’s Shelter on the second Saturday evening 
of odd-numbered months and serves lunch on the fifth Saturday of any month.  Volunteers also serve at the 
shelter front desk and sort and distribute clothing in the warehouse. 

0737                                                   

1551                                                         
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COMMUNITY  MINISTRIES 

The following ministries strive to build community in the parish of St. Matthew by drawing parishioners together 
for mutual support, activities, celebration and growth in order to build the Kingdom of God. 
 
BRIDGE GROUP                                                                                                     Carolyn Stewart  704-321-0074 
All levels of players welcome-Meets 2nd Friday of every month,  6:45-10pm. 
 

BOWLING 
 Couples –Meet every other Sunday at 5:00pm at George Pappas Lanes  –Beth Latino,  704-846-3457. 
 Ladies – Meet every Thursday morning at 9:45 at George Pappas Lanes-Jean Rottman-704-759-8068. 
 

COLUMBIETTES                                                                                                       Kathy Balding, 704-847-5517 
A social and service organization for Catholic women.  Sponsors a yearly scholarship, Fall and Spring Junk in the 
Trunk sales, Bake Sale, assists Knights with projects such as L.A.M.B. 

(Visit our website at http://home.catholicweb.com/Columbiettes/)  
 

CHRISTIAN COFFEEHOUSE AT ST MATTHEW                                               Kathy Bartlett, 704-400-2213 
Adults of all ages, married or single, use this opportunity to praise and worship Our Lord. The program includes 
energizing spiritual messages, skits, game shows or testimonials with live Christian Contemporary Music, adult 
beverages, sodas, snacks, finger foods, desserts. and of course, coffee! All served in a candlelit room with table 
cloths and fresh flowers. No charge, however, any donation is greatly appreciated. The Coffeehouse is offered 
every other month on a Saturday night.  
 
NEWCOMERS’ GROUP                                                                                        Maureen Regele, 704-541-0101 
A nine-week ladies’  discussion and sharing group using the book “After the Boxes are Unpacked; Moving on After 
Moving In.”   Offered Spring & Fall, morning or evening.  
Check out our newest program: � � � � � � � � � � � � �� � 	 � ���A three session sharing and discussion group for teens 
brand new to the Charlotte area with the goal to help orient them to their new home! 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS                                                                                           Bob Desch, 704-543-8212 
A fraternal organization for men that promotes church and community life through a myriad of activities such as , 
Operation Lamb, Sunday Breakfasts, Bingo and numerous other activities.  Visit www.kofc-stmatthew.org. 
 

COLUMBIAN SQUIRES     ����                                                                                            Ed Craig, 704-759-9191 
An adjunct of Knights of Columbus, for young men –ages 10-17. 
 

SCOUTS:  Organized programs for youths of all ages  ����       
 

Committee Chairman-Dave VanderJeugdt, 704-321-9915 
Scoutmaster -Boy Scouts-Mark Spisak, 704-289-4330 
Scoutmaster -Cub Scouts-Christopher Kubala, 704-996-2043 
Pack Committee Chairman-Peter Hastings, 821-7319 
 

Gir l Scouts-Lee Christian-Clinton,  541-8028 
                     Dana Trumpower,  542-9629 
 
SOFTBALL                                   Tommy Walker, 704-516-8444 
Co-ed Spring and Summer inter-faith softball league. 
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COMMUNITY  MINISTRIES, continued 

EVANGELIZATION  COMMITTEE 
Convener :  Warren Grasheim, 704-846-1474 

Why Catholic? 
Why Catholic? is a unique opportunity for parishioners to reclaim their Catholic identity and make 
their faith meaningful and alive.  These small faith sharing groups of 10-12 people meet in homes 
and at the parish for six weeks discussing aspects of their faith.  Participants commit to only one 
six week session (Fall and Spring) at a time. The sessions cover the contents of the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church, including the Creed, sacraments, moral life of the Church (Commandments 
and Beatitudes) and prayer.  Prior participation is not required to sign up for a group this Fall! 

 
S.T.A.R.’s (Seniors That Are Retired):                                                                      Coletta Pellino 704-341-1072 
This group of retired Seniors meets monthly for fellowship, lunch and a planned program.  
 
ST MATTHEW AREA CATHOLIC SINGLES (S.M.A.C.S)                                 Vince Gahren,  704-576-7109 
Promoting friendship for all single adults, age 21 and over.  Our mission is simple:  Service, Social, Spiritual. 
(such as– dinners,  Charlotte Symphony, visit nursing home, Happy Hours, dance night, Mass and a Meal, etc.) 
 
WELCOME MATT                                                                                                    Jean Mazzucca  704-821-9153 
Newcomer Social held after 12:30pm Sunday Mass on the first Sundays of February, April, June, August, October 
and December.  Volunteers needed to meet and greet new 
members and welcome them to the parish and to assist with 
planning, set-up and clean up.  
  
WOMEN’S GUILD                   Sylvia Panicara 704-576-4671 
A spiritual, social and service oriented group for all women of 
the parish. Meets 4th Thursday of every month (September-
May) at 7pm. Sponsors towel and sheet collections for the 
Salvation Army Women’s Center and the annual Santa’s Craft 
Shop at St. Matthew. 
 
YOUNG ADULT LIFE                      
                                                      Rosie Reilman, 980-428-6653 
For ages 20’s and 30’s, married or single, provides opportunities to participate in social, spiritual growth and 
community service activities. ( Hiking, park play dates, Happy Hours, softball team, annual BBQ)  This group 
also sponsors the Theology on Tap speaker series. 

“Evangelizing all people constitutes the essential mission of the church...Evangelization is in fact the grace and 
vocation proper to the Church, her deepest identity; and how She exists in order to evangelize.”  
                                                    USCCB, Secretariat for Evangelization, 2006 
Recognizing this, each member of the parish of St. Matthew is called to evangelize, to be Christ to one another, to 
love one another as He has loved us, to preach His gospel using words when necessary and to live His gospel as an 
example to the community. 

CURSILLO:  Area representative– John Jones, 704-759-1039 
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SPIRITUAL DIRECTION 
Eileen Crusan, 704-543-7677 x 1179 

COUNSELING 

Spiritual direction is an ancient Christian tradition dating back to the desert fathers and given new life by St. 
Ignatius of Loyola.  Today this ministry is no different from the times of the early church – it remains a form of 
“holy listening”  and spiritual companionship wherein the seeker explores her/his spiritual journey with the help of 
a director and discovers God’s movement in her/his life.  In spiritual direction, there are always three [3] 
individuals involved – the seeker, the Holy Spirit and the director.  The relationship between the seeker and God 
is the sole focus of spiritual direction.   We offer this ministry to all registered parishioners and staff members.  
Eileen Crusan is a member of St. Peter’s Catholic Church where she serves as one of seven [7] Lay Spiritual 
Directors and as a member of the Ignation Spirituality Team.   She studies at Sacred Heart University’s Center for 
Spirituality and Lay Ministry.   Call Eileen at 704-543-7677 x 1179 for more information or to make an 
appointment. 

ADVISORY  BOARDS 
 

Parishioners are appointed by the Pastor to serve on the Parish Pastoral Council (staggered three year 
terms) and the Parish Finance Council. 
 Pastoral Council Chairperson:  Ray Misiunas, 704-541-1971 
 Finance Council Chairperson:   Kevin O’Hara, 704-554-6406 

PASTORAL CARE 
These ministries to the sick and dying are coordinated under the direction of the Pastor: 
Bereavement Ministry-Trained volunteers minister to the bereaved at the time of death of a 
loved one, help with planning the funeral liturgy, and do follow up visits.   
                        Rita Brennan, 704-543-7677 x 1007.          
Euchar istic Ministry to the homebound, Nursing Homes, Assisted L iving facilities and 
hospitals: 
      Homebound-Lynn Coyne, 704-541-8296 
      Hospitals- Maggie Mann, 704-844-0901 
      Nursing Homes/Assisted L iving-Irene Christopher, 704-846-9234 
Funeral Receptions-Volunteers prepare food and/or serve and clean up at receptions.   
               Kathy Murray (Please call Bereavement Office to volunteer, 704-543-7677 x 1007.) 

Our counseling department offers a variety of expertise to all ages of the parish.  Sr. Eileen McLoughlin, MSBT; 
Charlene Grattan, LCSW, BCD; and Clarrice Rapisarda, Ph.D., LPC are all seasoned practitioners who are here to 
help parishioners cope and deal with various issues such as anxiety, depression, marital issues, addictions, self-
esteem, and anger.  Services are offered five days a week with evening appointments available.  Please contact  Sr. 
Eileen McLoughlin at 704-543-7677 x 1057 for more information and for counselor referrals. 

Social worker :  Mrs. Sharon Davis from Catholic Social Services is at St. Matthew as part of our Family Assist 
Ministry on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9am-12 noon.  704-543-7677 x 1018 or swdavis@charlottediocese.org. 

SOCIAL  WORKER 
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SUPPORT GROUPS AT ST. MATTHEW 
Alcoholics Anonymous:  Meets M-F, noon-1:00pm in the Parish Center Family Room and T & Th, 7:00-8:00pm 
in rooms 239-241 of the New Life Center. 
 
Al-Anon:  Meets Thursdays, 8-9pm in room 204 of the New Life Center. 
Al-Anon:  Mondays, Noon-1:00pm, New Life Center, 132/125 (except on national holidays when it meets in 
room 104 of the Parish Center.) 
 
ANAD (Anorexia Nervosa &  Associated Disorders):   
For information, please call Stephanie Sellers, 704-608-0527. 
 
Cancer  Support:  This support group for cancer patients, survivors and family members meets the first Tuesday 
of each month (Sept.-June).   Marilyn Borrelli RN, 803-547-6181 
 
Chr istians in Career  Transition: A ministry devoted to helping people in career crisis.  If you are unemployed, 
about to be, or need help changing positions, please join us the 1st and 3rd Monday of each month,7-9pm in the 
New Life Center.  Jack Rueckel, 704-609-1492; Deacon Jim Hamrlik, 704-543-7677 x 1040 
 
CODA (Co-Dependents Anonymous)-Tuesdays, 7:30-9:00 pm, New Life Center.  
 
Compassionate Fr iends:  For parents who have lost a child, meets the 1st Thursday and 3rd Tuesday of each 
month at 7pm in room 234/235 of the New Life Center.  Donna Goodrich, 704-882-4503. 
 
Depression/Mood Disorders:  meets Thursdays, 7:00-8:30pm in room 203 of the New Life Center. 
 
Elizabeth Ministry:  Support for parents who have experienced a miscarriage, stillbirth or newborn death– 
Kathleen Lebedz 704-849-0577. 
 
FA (Food Addicts in Recovery):  Tuesdays, 7:00-8:15pm. New Life Center, Room 209; Thursdays, 7-8:30pm, 
Room 202 
 
Healing Hearts:  Support group for widowed persons meets each 2nd Monday, 11:30-1:00pm, except July.  Sr. 
Jeanne Marie Kienast, 704-543-7677 x 1043. 
 
Men’s Bereavement: For all men suffering a loss.  Contact Frank Pennachio, 704-243-3162. 
 
Narcotics Anonymous:  Meets Friday, 7:00-8:00pm in room 132 of the New Life Center. 
 
P.A.M. (Post Abor tion Ministry):  Confidential.  Andrea Hines, 704-996-4597; Christy Annison, 704-293-6602. 
 
S.A.A.:  An anonymous support group for men and women dealing with addictive sexual behavior.  Call toll free, 
866-461-1410 for meeting information. 
 
TGIF: Support group for separated or divorced men and women, as they journey through these  
life changes. Meets every Wednesday at 6:30pm New Life Center Room 206.  
Bonnie Motuz-704-543-8998. 
 

Please ver ify meeting room numbers on the bulletin board calendar  opposite the elevator . 
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