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JOURNEY THROUGH THE CATECHISM





Responsibilities of Why Catholic? Small Community Facilitators

Attend a Facilitator’s Training Session at St. Matthew 
Formation of small groups:
There will be 8-12 people in each group, to be assigned by the Why Catholic? Core Team.  The first consideration for group assignment for newcomers this Fall will be Emmaus Group/neighborhood, followed by requested day and time. (If you have certain people who you would like to be in your group, please give them a Sign Up card and make sure they note your name as facilitator at the bottom of the card.)
There will be six meetings consecutive weeks during the Fall 2008 (Oct. 5-Nov.15), each lasting 90 minutes.

Before the first small group meeting:

· Pray for your group members. Distribute materials and inform members of location, day and time of meeting. 
· Prepare well: review weekly process, Scripture texts and sections of the Catechism contained in that week’s lesson, reflection questions and possible action responses for yourself and your small community.

· Create a prayerful environment (circle of chairs, candle, Bible, etc.)

During the small community meeting:

· Make everyone feel welcome.

· Make sure everyone is given a chance to share.

· Remember that your role is facilitator, not teacher.  Hold the group to the meeting agenda, but refer doctrinal questions to the pastoral staff.

· These meetings are not intended for personal problem solving.  Gently quiet the too-talkative person and draw out the too reticent person. Ensure confidentiality.  *The Facilitator’s Guide offers practical suggestions for handling any problems that might arise.
· Share tasks with group members: hosting, leading prayer, providing refreshments, finding out the answer to a question that arises during a session, etc.

After the small community meeting:

· Review your own efforts with honesty and compassion.

· Follow up on any questions that surfaced.

· Continue praying for group members.

· Contact members who did not attend.

After the group concludes each book of Why Catholic?:

Distribute evaluation forms, collect completed forms.

