St. Michael Parish

Art and Environment Committee Meeting Minutes

September 14, 2009

 

Present:  Mary Maki, Laurie Nedeau, Laurie Gilbert,  Carol LaVallie, Sandra Johnson, Jean Gannon, Fr. Ben and Sally Luft.

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:10 with prayer lead by Fr. Ben. The meeting agenda was approved with two additions, flower funding and summer flower review.  

 
New Business:


Summer environment review:  some parishioners were concerned that the Declaration of Independence did not belong in the worship space 4th of July weekend, but should have been in the gathering space as other years.  It is more of a challenge now because of the baptismal font sculpture.


Progress on the base of the sculpture is ongoing.  The sculpture has been in touch with Fr. Larry to arrange a time to come back to the parish.


Sally and Jean and Carol will enhance the St. Michael Statue for the weekend before the feast day, Oct. 29.


Fall environment work bee will take place on Tuesday, October 6, at 6:00 p.m. with the meeting to follow.  Members are encouraged to bring in items from nature to be used in the arrangements.  Sandra and Carol will check on multi-colored corn.


Ambry article:  Members discussed the article and information concerning making a more prominent place for the ambry.  A walk into the worship space helped to come to a consensus about the location and style.  It was agreed that the space between the ramp and steps leading to the chapel would be appropriate.  A tall, three-sided cabinet that opens toward the font with three glass shelves would be preferred.  Sally volunteered to talk to Jim Sicotte about crafting the ambry.  She will ask a design and for estimates of cost of materials and time.  A finished date of Holy Thursday 2010 is preferred.


Stations of the Cross were discussed.  Fr. Ben had a sample of one of a set from a parish that has closed.  Most members of the committee, while they agreed it was attractive, did not think that it was an appropriate style for the architecture of our worship space.  Another walk into the worship space led to ideas that could enhance the stations that we have.  A painted frame around each one and plaques with titles seemed to be well received.  The discussion will continue.


Coffee Social weekend of Oct. 10 and 11.  Members asked that Mary contact the worship committee and state our preference for taking responsibility for the 8:30 am Mass reception.  Laurie N., Sandra J, Carol L., Mary M., and Sally L. are willing to work at the social.  Laurie G. will help at 5:00 pm and Jean G. will help at 10:30 am.  All will donate food items.  Mary will check on decorating the tables.  Sally offered apple items she has used in the past.


Mary presented an offer by a parishioner to plant and maintain a rose garden on the church grounds.  Various locations were discussed.  She will contact the person for more information and discussion will continue.


Flower Funding:  Sally presented a draft of a bulletin insert that would encourage parishioners to give money to have flowers placed in the worship area as a memorial or in honor of loved ones or special occasions.  Much discussion followed concerning how this would impact the Memorial Fund and Mass stipends.  Also, concern about office staff having another responsibility.  Many other questions that need further research.  Members will inquire of other churches about how they fund their flowers.

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:35 pm with prayer led by Sally.

 

Next meeting is October 6, 6:00 pm work bee, with meeting to follow.

 

Respectfully submitted:  Sally Luft, secretary

