Leaders of Intercession

Before Mass
It is a good idea to practice praying the intercessions yourself before you lead the congregation in prayer.  For lectors this “leading in prayer” is slightly different from “proclaiming the Word”. 

You pray in dialogue with the congregation.  As prayer leader, you gather the prayers of the people.  This is a solemn responsibility so we give it ample time and reverence.

Each intercession is broken into phrases, each followed by a full, one-second pause.  This will be indicated by a long dash — it gives the congregation time to take in the meaning of each phrase.  At the end of the last phrase, indicated by three dots…pause a full 2 seconds before saying: we pray.  (This feels like a really long time but it is a powerful moment of silent prayer!)  The assembly will respond: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Here’s what an intercession looks like:

For the Church—to rise as one clear voice above the noise of the world—to fill the Earth with the Word of Truth …we pray.

Hard copies of the intercessions will be available on the bulletin board outside the sacristy.  They will also be posted on the St. Michael Parish website: home.catholicweb.com/stmichaelchurch/ by Friday morning each week.

When you Arrive

Upon arrival, check-in with the Mass coordinator.  (Please arrive at the church no later than 15 minutes before Mass is to begin.)

Get black intercessions folder from the sacristy.  Take this with you to your seat.

When to go to the altar

Immediately following the Creed, walk, with the binder to the ambo.

Approaching the sanctuary

Please walk reverently up the center steps of the sanctuary.  Do not stop to bow (this is true for all lectors, too.  You already reverenced the altar when you entered the church at the beginning of mass so there is no need to do so again now.)  If you need assistance going up or down the stairs use the handrail on the south side of the sanctuary.  

When to go to back to your seat

Wait until the priest has finished the final prayer before returning to your seat with the black binder.

After Mass

Please return the black binder to the sacristy.

