

St. Michael Parish Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes
Monday, August 24, 2009
7:00 p.m. – Zyrd Parish Center
Present:  Fr. Larry Van Damme, Fr. Ben Hasse, Mary Kay Barnes, Tim Glover, Catherine Hardenbergh, Bob Lambert, Mike Rotundo, Georgia Tillotson 

Absent/Excused:  Harry Gagnon, Joy Niemi

Guest:  Martha Smith Process

1.  Opening Prayer:  Fr. Larry led us in Benediction in the Chapel.
2. Welcome New Members

3. Call to Order, Roll Call and Welcome:  Meeting was called to order at 7:26 p.m.  In the absence of a chair and vice chair, Catherine Hardenbergh led the meeting.
4. Approval of the Minutes:  Minutes from June 1, 2009 were approved without amendment
5. Additions to the Agenda:  none
6. Focus Report:  School Board Representative—Martha Smith Process:  Martha reported that school enrollment for the 2009-10 school year has increased with a total of 232 students enrolled in the elementary and middle school.  The schools will be working more closely with the area parishes in the upcoming school year.  While a new school building was planned, this idea has been put on hold for the time being due to the economy.  The parish council is invited to tour the elementary school at any time.  
7. Resignation of Pastoral Council Members:  Jim Gadzinski and Pam Erickson have both submitted their resignations from the council.  Several parish members had agreed to have their names in the selection process for the council earlier in the year.  It was suggested that these people be contacted to see whether they are still interested in serving on the council.   Catherine Hardenbergh and Father Larry will be contacting them to see whether they are still interested.
8. Old Business/Action Items:  
a. Election of Parish Officers:  This will be done at the next regular meeting when the new members will be present.
b. Task Group Discussion:  In the past there have been the following task groups:  Hospitality, Listening/Planning, Special Events, and Selection/Orientation.  Since the needs of the parish have changed over time, it was agreed upon to reorganize as follows:  Listening/Planning group—abandon; Hospitality:  Mary Kay Barnes; Selection/Orientation:  Mike Rotundo; Special Events:  Tim Glover and Georgia Tillotson.
c.  Task Group Assignments:  Assignments are listed above.
d. Scrip Program Update:  Fr. Larry will be contacting Maura Davenport for further details.  The Finance Council has been working on this program also.  One idea to increase scrip sales would be to have a scrip preorder option during the service.  A parish committee will need to be formed to work with the scrip sales.
9. New Business:

a. September All-Committee Meeting (Monday, September 28):  Committees will deliver brief reports on their goals/plans for the coming year.   Dessert and coffee/juice will be provided.  Parish Council members will be there for both set up and clean up for the meeting.  
b. Coffee Socials:  The need to make sure that a group is assigned to serve and clean up for coffee socials was already discussed during the task group discussion.
10.  Pastoral Council Task Group Reports:  There were no reports from committees.
11. Comments:  
a. Pastoral Comments:  Fr. Larry expressed that he was very happy to be at St. Michael’s Parish.  He noted that our parish is very busy.  Fr. Larry proved information regarding the Frassati Society (a youth movement for young adults ages 18 – 35).  There have been Frassati meetings at St. Peter’s Cathedral.  Leadership is needed in our parish.  Fr. Larry also explained that Fr. Ben will be keeping regular office hours at Catholic Campus ministry offices.  Fr. Ben will be helping with the campus ministry and will be providing religious instruction in the Father Marquette Schools.  Since Father Ben is fluent in Spanish and there is a need in our area, he may be providing a monthly mass in Spanish.  Also discussed were some changes in the rectory—the possible addition of a guest room in the lower level, and removing a closet area so a table and chairs could be added.
b. Pastoral Minister Comments:  Catherine Hardenbergh noted that Frs. Larry and Ben visit the homebound which has left Catherine with more time for other duties.  Catherine has assumed many of the duties of Anne Dehring with regard to the liturgy, such as writing the intercessions.  Anne Dehring volunteers for planning weekday masses.
c. Campus Minstry Comments:  Fall Fest at the University went very well.  Approximately 75 people attended the first campus mass.  Cat is hoping to engage the new freshman students in campus ministry activities.  
d. Pastoral Council Comments:  It was suggested that it might be a good idea to reintroduce Fr. Larry and Fr. Ben at mass as the year goes on.  Some parishioners have been out of the area for the summer, and reintroductions would be helpful.
12. Committee Reports:  These may all be reviewed online.
13. Calendar:  The church office will be closed for Labor Day.  The coffee socials next month are planned for September 12 & 13.
14. Adjournment & Closing Prayer:  Our meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.  Fr. Larry led us in a closing prayer.
Minutes submitted by Georgia Tillotson

