A Gift from God

One of the legacies of Pope John Paul II is his

consistent defense of moral absolutes. There are principles

that allow no compromise. One such principle is the

dignity of the human person. Created in the image and

likeness of God, each person’s life is sacred and should be

treated with respect. Human life must be protected and,

in the end, surrendered to its author, God himself.

The baptized person enjoys yet a further dignity;

being joined to Christ’s passion, death and resurrection.

Just as Christ truly shares our human nature, we share in

his divine life when we die and rise with him in the waters

of baptism. This new dignity brings new meaning to

the choices we make in our behavior, in the way we live

our lives and in the influence we exert on others. The

culture of life is about the truth that God is the author of

life and that Jesus Christ is the source of new life given

through water and the Holy Spirit.

For the Christian, each free choice is charged

with meaning. All our moral decisions must direct us to

God. We must love him first, above all things, and love

our neighbor as ourselves. When we choose to love ourselves

above God or neighbor, we are in the wrong.

Sexual activity, like all other choices or acts,

must be guided by this teaching about the dignity of the

human person. Just as God is the author of life, he is the

designer of human sexuality.

The physical differences between men and

women tell us a great deal about God’s intentions with

regard to human sexuality. Clearly we are meant for

physical as well as spiritual union with one another. Sexual

intimacy not only unites persons but begets new persons.

This twofold purpose of love and life must guide all

human sexual choices and activities.

Sexual activity conforms to God’s plan within the

bond of marriage. For this reason, we can say that marriage

and sexual activity within marriage are holy and an

image of God’s union with his people-Christ’s spousal

union with his Church.

The Church’s role is to remind, teach and correct.

Its doctrine is not a set of rules, but a body of enduring

principles. Christians, young and old, must make their

decisions from such principles and an abiding sense of

how humanity is always about the beauty and dignity of

the human person and the sacredness of human life.
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