WHAT REALLY HAPPENED TO SIN?

God threatened to destroy Sodom because of sin.

Paul said we were dead because of sin. Psychiatrist Karl

Menninger wrote a book titled Whatever Happened to

Sin? He gave a lengthy explanation of how the modern

emphasis on the happy life has replaced the older goal of

the good life. No doubt that is true – but here’s what

really happened to sin.

The original sin is written up in scripture. Not as

a separate subject, but as an unfortunate intrusion of evil

into paradise. Sin was always a sidebar, not a headliner. It

had to be admitted and dealt with, but only as a frustration

of goodness, a diminishment of grace.

Sin certainly abounded in scripture: incest, infant

sacrifice, adultery, theft ─ the whole gamut of personal

and social sins is laid out in gory detail. The prophets

publicly railed against the sins of the nation. But it is important

to note that the evil of sin was not breaking a law

but being unfaithful to God.

More specifically, sin was infidelity to God’s

love. People avoided sin not to be happy or human but to

be godly. They rejected sin not to avoid punishment but to

enjoy God’s favor. They kept the law not to be legal but

to be loyal. Sin was not the point. The point was that God

loved them personally, and sin was spurning that gracious

gift.

Then something happened outside the Christian

community in which sin took on a more prominent role.

The Greeks, wanted to know the best way to be human.

Not having scripture to guide them, they turned to their

philosophers, especially Plato and Aristotle. Based on

their observation of humankind, they formed a hierarchy

of natural virtues that, if followed, would result in a fully

human life. A list of contrary vices described those actions

that would deter anyone from the good life. This

was an impressive accomplishment ─ more so because it

was done without God’s input.

The transfer of sin from second to first place, this

replacement of love by obedience is understandable. Love

is hard to describe and subtle to express, whereas law is

easy to define and simple to apply. And people unsure of

love feel better safe than sorry.

It also happened because God does not intrude

too boldly in our affairs. So it is easy to lie and cheat,

even steal and murder without thinking of God. For those

who care at all, sin becomes a crime, a fault, harm to a

fellow human, a failure to our humanity. The good life

replaced the Godly life.
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