John Paul II

1920—2005

Elected Pope October 16, 1978

Bishop of Rome, Patriarch of the West

Servant of the Servants of God

Told that if she got pregnant again she would

likely die and so would the infant, she had another

child. However, at the birth of her third child she died

and so did the baby. Young Karol was left motherless

at age 9. Between that time and his early twenties he

lost his older brother and his father. By 22, he was

alone in the world.

At age 10 he and a friend found his father’s

rifle. Believing it was not loaded the other boy aimed

it at Karol and fired—barely missing the boy!

In his twenties while staying in a friend’s basement,

he was mysteriously “passed over” by the Nazis

who arrested everyone else in the house. Sometime

later, he was hit by a truck and left for dead, but a

woman found him and got help. He almost died again!

The young man—alone in the world—became

interested in serving God as a priest. Somehow it

seemed to be God’s will that he do more. From his

work in a chemical factory and rock quarry in Krakow,

and as archbishop of Krakow, he was elected to the

Chair of Peter in a move that was totally and completely

unexpected. Given his past, perhaps that’s why

he was so certain he would survive an assassin’s bullet.

After all—he wasn’t finished serving God and His

Church. He is still not finished—rather he continues to

serve on a different plane, from his place in heaven.

We thank our Lord and His Mother for preserving

Karol Wojtyla and for calling him to serve the

Church as Pope John Paul II.

Second anniversary of his passing: April 2, 2005
