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These initials are often seen inscribed on a banner or sign

on a crucifix. They indicate the first letters of the Latin

words which Pilate ordered inscribed above Jesus as He

hung on the cross, "Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews,"

"Iesus Nazerenus Rex Iudeorum."
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The first three letters of the name “Jesus” in

Greek.
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"Chi-Rho" or "sigla": the letters "X" and "P," representing

the first letters of the title "Christos," were eventually

put together to form this symbol for Christ

("Chi" is pronounced "Kie"). It is this form of the

Cross that Constantine saw in his vision along

with the Greek words, TOUTO NIKA, which are

rendered in Latin as "In hoc signo vinces" and

which mean "in this sign thou shalt conquer.

The Colors of the Liturgical Year

1. White -The color of light, radiance: used for Christmas,

Easter, feasts of our Lord, Mary, and the saints, because

of the light, joy, and holiness suggested; may also be used

for Masses of Christian Burial.

2. Violet -The color of penance and mortification (Lent),

of sorrow (funeral Masses), in Roman tradition royal purple

(for Advent - expectation of the King). The Sarum

Rite in Medieval England used sarum blue (for Advent -

for Mary).

3. Green -The color of vital, growing plants (used for

Time of the Year).

4. Red -The color of blood (Passion Sunday, Good Friday,

feast days of the martyrs), and of fire (Pentecost and

other feasts of the Holy Spirit, who gives the warmth of

divine love and the fire of apostolic zeal; feasts of the

apostles and evangelists).

5. Black-Traditionally expressing a sense of mourning,

sadness, sorrow, desolation (now little used, but may still

optionally be used for funerals, though white is typically

worn with a focus on resurrection and life everlasting in

glory). (continued)
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6. Rose-A color of joy and hope (used for "Gaudete" Sunday,

the 3rd Sunday of Advent; and for "Laetare" Sunday,

the 4th Sunday of Lent). "Gaudete" (gow-DAY-tay) is

Latin for "rejoice"; "Laetare" (lay-TAR-ay) is Latin for

"be glad".

7. Gold-The color of that precious metal (may be used on

any special solemn occasion).
