Irish Saints

St. Patrick (born around 385 A.D.) is certainly the most

famous saint of Ireland, but he is not alone. Ireland is

known as “the island of saints and scholars.” Below are

just a few of those considered saints by the Irish and by

the universal church.

St. Brigid was born in the middle of the fifth century to a

pagan father and a mother who was Christian. She

worked tirelessly for the poor and founded the first monastery

for women at Kildare. She died around 523, and

her remains were moved to Downpatrick, where she is

buried next to St. Patrick.

St. Brendan was born around 485 A.D. in County Kerry.

After studying as a monk, he was ordained a priest in 512.

A voyager by talent and a missionary at heart, he traveled

to Scotland, Wales and Brittany spreading the Gospel. A

Middle Ages saga places Brendan and fellow monks on a

journey across the Atlantic to the coast of north America.

St. Kilian was born near Mullagh, county Cavan, around

640 A.D. Embracing monastic life, he focused his efforts

on spreading the Gospel. St. Kilian and two companions

(Coleman, a priest, and Totnan, a deacon) set sail from

Ireland, arriving in the region of Bavaria in the fall of

686. After much success, St. Kilian and his companions

were martyred on July 8, 689.

St. Malachy was born around 1090 A.D. and became abbot

of a monastery in Down and bishop of Connor. Later

he was named archbishop of Armagh. On a voyage to

Rome in 1148, he visited St. Bernard at Clairvaux. Taken

ill there, he died in the arms of St. Bernard. St. Bernard

later wrote a life of St. Malachy, citing him as a man of

remarkable dedication to the Gospel.

St. Oliver Plunket was born in 1629 in County Meath.

Educated by the Jesuits, he was ordained in 1654 and was

eventually named archbishop of Armagh. In 1678, he

was falsely implicated in a plot to assassinate Charles II.

He was arrested, tried and found guilty of treason. He

was hanged at Tyburn in 1681. He was canonized in

1975 by Pope Paul VI.
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