Prayer and Eucharistic Adoration

There is a great danger today of our churches

becoming museums and suffering the fate of museums:

if they are not locked, they are looted. They

are no longer alive. The measure of life in the

Church, the measure of her inner openness, will be

seen in that she will be able to keep her doors open,

because she is a praying Church. Let us again recollect

that the Church is always alive, that within her

evermore the Lord comes to meet us. The Eucharist,

and its fellowship, will be all the more complete, the

more we prepare ourselves for him in silent prayer

before the eucharistic presence of the Lord, the more

we truly receive Communion. Adoration such as that

is always more than just talking with God in a general

way. The Eucharist is God as an answer, as an

answering presence. Now the initiative no longer

lies with us, in the God-man relationship, but with

him, and it now becomes really serious. That is why,

in the sphere of eucharistic adoration, prayer attains a

new level; now it is two-way, and so now it really is

a serious business.

In this prayer we no longer stand before an

imagined God but before the God who has truly

given himself to us; before the God who has become

for us Communion and who thus frees us and draws

us from the margin in communion and leads us on to

resurrection. We have to seek again this kind of

prayer. The fruit should be that we become once

more a praying Church and, thereby, an open

Church. Only the praying Church is open. Only she

is alive and invites people in; she offers them fellowship

and at the same time a place of silence.
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