THE CANON OF SCRIPTURE

120 It was by the apostolic Tradition that the Church

discerned which writings are to be included in the list of

the sacred books. This complete list is called the canon of

Scripture. It includes 46 books for the Old Testament (45

if we count Jeremiah and Lamentations as one) and 27 for

the New.

125 The Gospels are the heart of all the Scriptures

"because they are our principal source for the life and

teaching of the Incarnate Word, our Savior."

126 We can distinguish three stages in the formation

Of the Gospels:

1. The life and teaching of Jesus. The Church

holds firmly that the four Gospels, “whose historicity she

unhesitatingly affirms, faithfully hand on what Jesus, the

Son of God, while he lived among men, really did and

taught for their eternal salvation, until the day when he

was taken up."

2. The oral tradition. "For, after the ascension of

the Lord, the apostles handed on to their hearers what he

had said and done, but with that fuller understanding

which they, instructed by the glorious events of Christ

and enlightened by the Spirit of truth, now enjoyed."

3. The written Gospels. "The sacred authors, in

writing the four Gospels, selected certain of the many elements

which had been handed on, either orally or already

in written form; others they synthesized or explained

with an eye to the situation of the churches, while sustaining

the form of preaching, but always in such a fashion

that they have told us the honest truth about Jesus."

Source: The Catechism of the Catholic Church
