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Saturday September 19, 2009 
7:15 – 4:00 

Cathedral Square Conference Center 
 

For Parish Catechetical leaders, Catechists, Teachers of Religion,  
Youth Ministers and Adult Faith Formation Personnel 

�

Keynote Speaker: Steven Ellair 

“The Catechist/Catholic School Teacher as Living Witness of Faith” 

A Senior Editor with RCL Benziger 

 

Presented by the Diocese of Grand Rapids 

Office for Catechesis 
360 Division Ave. S. 

Grand Rapids, MI 49503-4539 
616-551-4742 



 Walking with the Teacher 
 2009 

Conference at a Glance 

7:15-8:00  Registration & Continental Breakfast 
   

8:00-8:20  Morning Prayer 
   

8:20-8:45    Welcome: Bishop Walter Hurley 
  Overview of the Day:  Sister Barbara Cline 
   

8:45-9:45  Keynote: “The Catechist/Catholic School Teacher as 
Living Witness of Faith”” 

   Steven Ellair, Senior Editor RCL Benziger 
   

10:00-10:30  “Do You Hear What I Hear?” Fr. Ron Hutchinson 
   

10:30-10:50  Break 
10:50-12:10  Session A 

   
12:15-1:00  Lunch – Two locations 

   
1:10-2:25  Session B 
2:25- 2:45  Break 

   
2:45-4:00  Session C 

   
4:30  Mass – Cathedral of Saint Andrew 

 
Lunches will be available at 12:15 in two locations.  

 Lunch tickets will be required.  Tickets will be given at check in.  
 

Fee Schedule and Registration 
$30 Persons with Certification If paid before September 19, 2009 
$45 Persons without Certification If paid before September 19, 2009 
$40 Persons with Certification If paid after September 19, 2009 
$55 Persons without Certification If paid after September 19, 2009 

Only eight (8) hours are needed for level 1 Basic Certification 

 
Registration deadline:  September 14, 2009 

Please register by fax, email or postal mail 
Please make checks payable to 

Diocese of Grand Rapids 
 

Mail check (no cash please) to 
Cathedral Square Center 

Office of Catechesis 
360 Division Ave. S. 

Grand Rapids, MI 49503-4539 



Keynote Address 

Steven Ellair 
“The Catechist/Catholic School Teacher as Living Witness of Faith” 
What does it mean to be a living witness of faith?  Understanding this important role 
 will dramatically impact how learners respond to religious education and their own 
 faith journey.   In this keynote we will explore and celebrate the ways we can more  
effectively pass on the faith! 
Steven Ellair has been involved in catechetical ministry for over 19 years.  He has been involved in ministry 
as a parish catechist, youth minister, Catholic school teacher, and also served as the Consultant for 
Elementary Catechesis in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles for over 8 years.  Steven is currently a Senior 
Editor with RCL Benziger and continues speaking and writing nationally on issues related to catechesis. 
 

Second Keynote Address 
Father Ron Hutchenson 

“Do You Hear What I Hear?” 
 

God is still calling young men and women to the priesthood and religious life.  If 
God is still calling why aren’t more young people hearing and responding? 
Father Ron will help us explore ways for catechists to help young people hear, 
discern and respond to God’s call. 

 

Workshop Selections 
There are 3 workshop opportunities.  The keynote and workshops are applicable toward catechist 
certification so be sure to keep track of the workshops you attend, (a form will be provided in the folder 
when you check in).  Each workshop counts as one (1.25) clock hour toward catechist certification.  The 
first keynote will count as one (1) hour and the second keynote will count as one half hour (.50) with the 
total possible for the day being 5.25 hours if everything is attended. 
 

Certification Opportunities 
The Virtual Learning Community for Faith Formation from the University of Dayton will be present giving 
an update on the many new courses that are being offered that will apply to certification.  The Diocese of 
Grand Rapids accepts all of their courses in Faith Formation toward certification. 

 

Publishing Companies 
RCL Benziger, William H. Sadlier, Harcourt Religion Publishers and St. Mary’s Press will be available with 
their displays.  They will also each give a workshop on how best to use their textbooks. 

 
 

Directions 
Please see the last page of this brochure for directions.  There are multiple parking options.  The parking 
ramp can be accessed from Wealthy Street for the lower level and from Goodrich for the upper level.  There 
is parking at Catholic Central High School as well as near the Cathedral. 
 



Preliminary Workshops 

Session A – 10:50-12:10 

  
A-1 Espiritualidad y Aprendizaje: Construyendo sobre nuestras experiencias diarias de vida y de fe 

Ambos, la espiritualidad y el aprendizaje, están arraigados en la experiencia diaria de la vivencia de la fe del ser humano.  El 
Directorio Nacional para Catequesis subraya ocho métodos de aprendizaje y nos anima a descubrir el por qué cada perspectiva 
es valiosa.  Desde un contexto latino/hispano exploraremos lo central de la espiritualidad del aprendizaje que se encuentra en 
estas perspectivas vitales. 
Rev. Stephen S. Dudek, Pastor of Holy Name of Jesus Parish, Wyoming 
Dimension: Learner 
 

A-2  Teaching in the Franciscan Method: Using St. Francis as Our Guide 
This workshop will focus on a deeper understanding of one of the Church’s great saints, St. Francis of Assisi.  What can his life 
teach us about sharing the Gospel message?  How can Francis’ methods be used in classrooms today? 
Elise Hilton, Religion teacher at Muskegon Catholic High Schools.  Elise has over 20 years of catechetical experience.  She is 
also a Franciscan Apprentice. 
Dimension: Method 
 

A-3 Beauty and the Priest 
Equipping DRE’s and Youth Ministers with the language to have the conversation with young people about discerning a 
vocation in religious life. 
Father Ron Hutchinson, Pastor,  Holy Redeemer Parish, Jenison and the Director of Priestly Vocations 
Cami Beecroft is Youth Minister at St. Stephen’s Parish, East Grand Rapids 
Dimension: Methods, Learner 
 

A-4 Creacionismo y dise�
�����	�������
¿Qué creen los católicos sobre Génesis y la Evolución?  La Biblia nos habla del origen del universo y de todo lo que existe.  
Por otro lado, también, hay muchos datos científicos a favor de la evolución del universo.  ¿La religión y la ciencia están 
opuestas?  Exploraremos esta pregunta durante esta clase. 
Hna Kathleen Kaiser, csj, Maestria en Educación, Certificado en Espiritualidad de la Escuela Jesuita , Coordinadora 
Regional de Ministerio Hispano, Diócesis de Grand Rapids, Región IV 
Dimension: Content 
 

A-5 The Jesus of History 
For the past two centuries the Gospels have been subjected to a critical analysis: using the criteria of modern historical 
principles, how much of these will hold up?  Is the Christ of faith much more than the actual Jesus of history?  The recent Jesus 
Seminar has created a controversial study, identifying which sayings and actions of Jesus are authentic and which are not.  
How does a contemporary Catholic respond to all this? 
Rev. John Kenny, CSP, Catholic Information Center, Grand Rapids 
Dimension: Content 
 

A-6 Teaching Teens the ABC’s of Biblical Literacy 
This session will introduce leaders to the three major goals of biblical literacy: Access, Big Picture and Context.  These goals 
provide a vision for the formation of biblically literate Catholics.  The workshop will present numerous examples of activities 
for helping adolescents acquire the knowledge and skills to achieve these goals. 
Dennis Kurtz, Coordinator of Customer Training, Saint Mary’s Press 
Dimension: Content, Method 
 

A-7 Walking with ODESWOGN 
Did YOU hear the Good News?  All will find ways to teach and enjoy it at the same time.  Come and find SpArKs about 
keeping discipline and having FUN!  See if YOU need a “Desperate Makeover or just need to be Tweaked” to become Number 
ONE catechist of the diocese. 
Joyce Miller, FSPA, Member of the Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Works for Houghlin Mifflin Harcourt Publ. 
Wrote the parish version of Growing in Love Harcourt Family Life Series 
Dimension: Method 
 



 
A-8 

 
How to Organize Weekly Religious Education as a Spiritual Experience 
This workshop will address ways to creatively and developmentally present content of lessons that involve the “whole 
student”; the regular use of Sacramentals and Scripture as part of each lesson; ways to invite parents to join classes on 
occasion; ways to redirect the disruptive child without breaking the flow of class time/experience and ways to engage students 
who do not have enough religious background  to assist comprehension and participation. 
Sr. Colleen Ann Nagle, FSE, Director of the Prolife Office, Diocese of Grand Rapids; Director of the Franciscan Life Process 
Center, Lowell 
Dimension: Method 
 

A-9 Teaching Touching Safety (Adolescent) 
This workshop is planned for catechists/teachers who teach adolescent youth.  When it comes  time to have the lesson on “Safe 
Touching” do you panic, omit having that lesson, feel like you are not well prepared yourself or welcome the opportunity to 
give youth another way of looking at healthy relationships?  If you have any of these responses this workshop is for you.  
Come to learn innovative ways to teach a very important part of life’s lessons. 
Patrick Nugent, Teacher of Religion at West Catholic High School, Grand Rapids 
Dimension: Method 
 

A-10 Prayer and Spiritual Formation 
There are as many ways to pray as there are people on the earth!  In this presentation you will explore your image of God, learn 
more about different forms of prayer, and discover new ways of nurturing your relationship with God. 
Kris Palaszek, Teacher at Holy Spirit Parish, Grand Rapids 
Dimension: Catechist 
 

A-11 Many Types of Smart 
This workshop is targeted for those involved in catechesis, middle school, or high school youth ministry.  This workshop will 
review Howard Gardner’s Theory of Multiple Intelligences.  Participants will discuss specific catechetical activities which 
touch each type of learner.  Each participant will leave with a handout of ideas and suggestions using all eight kinds of smart. 
Sandy Rigsby, RCL Benziger, Representative 
Dimension: Method 
 

A-12 Music, Liturgy and Children: Singing in the Kingdom of God 
This hands-on workshop will explore basic principles of liturgical music with children.  Topics will include: how to choose 
appropriate repertoire for Masses and other prayer services, how to involve children in liturgical music and what is the basic 
list of hymns every young Catholic should learn. 
Dennis Rybicki, Director of Liturgical Music, Diocese of Grand Rapids 
Dimension: Content 
 

A-13 El Uso de la biblia (Evangelios Sinópticos) en el proceso de catequesis 
Profundizar en la importancia del uso de la Biblia en las sesiones de catequesis desde los Evangelios; proponiendo algunas 
técnicas y dinámicas para ser empleadas en las sesiones de Catequesis. 
Sr. Rosie Sanchez, Coordinator of Hispanic Ministry, Diocese of Grand Rapids, Region II 
Dimension: Method 
 

A-14 If You Build it They Will Come: 29 Ways To Do Adult Faith Formati on in 2009 
“If you build it, they will come,” a voice told corn farmer, actor Kevin Costner in the movie, Field of Dreams.  The same is 
true for adult faith formation when we are guided by the last 40 years of the Church’s wisdom and the best practices of our 
parishes and are empowered by creativity and faithfulness to the dream.  Come, hear and share 29 ideas to continue fostering 
an adult church, whether you’re in a “corn field” or a busy city. 
Sr. Janet Schaffler, Office of Adult Faith Formation, Archdiocese of Detroit 
Dimension: Method 
 

A-15 Time management for Unmanageable Ministers 
Do you feel like you are constantly running out of time?  Are you typically attempting to juggle several projects at a time?  Do 
you tend to push deadlines and procrastinate?  Do you find that you have no time [or energy] left for family, prayer, friends, 
interests or yourself?  Come hear some creative ideas on how not to be a servant to your clock and to put things in perspective 
and priority. 
Paul Schroeder, twenty years of experience as a catholic educator and catechist, Diocese of Lansing 
Dimension: Method 
 
 



 
 
A-16 

 
 
Because I Am Catholic… 
How would you finish the sentence, “Because I am Catholic…”?  In this session, Mary Vaccaro will explore some of the 
foundational aspects of Catholic faith and practice, illustrating them with examples from the life stories of several significant, 
but not necessarily well known Catholics throughout the ages. 
Mary Vaccaro, Associate Director for Program Design, Catholic Information Center, Grand Rapids 
Dimension: Content 
 
 

A-17 Mary: First Disciple and Model for Catholic Christians 
This topic explores Mary in Scripture, the official teaching of the Church and in our daily life.  We will also explore Marian 
apparitions as they fit into these three categories  
Dr. Diane Bucko, D. Min. DRE Macomb, MI Consultant, Sadlier Publishing Company 
Dimension: Content 
 

A-18 Wondering How to Use that Textbook?  
Wondering how to use that textbook you’ve been handed?  Used the textbook but still not sure how to understand what it says?  
Have a list of names and wondering what “they” will do or how “they” will respond to you?  This session is for you!  Learn 
easy to follow art, music, and prayer activities for K-6th grade students that utilize everyday inexpensive home or school 
supplies.  Become aware of God within you with time to reflect and pray.  Allow the Holy Spirit to work within and through 
you as you share the Catholic Faith with “sponge-like” students.  Utilize the Gifts of the Holy Spirit within you – You can be a 
Catechist!  You are a Catechist – share your gifts! 
Nancy Woodcock, Pastoral Director, St. John the Baptist, Hubbardston, St. Mary’s, Carson City 
Dimension: Method 
 

 

Session B – 1:10-2:25 

B-1 IGLESIA: Teología de Iglesia 
La Iglesia comparte con Israel, el antiguo pueblo de Dios, un llamado como el pueblo elegido de Dios en el mundo.  
Numerosas imágenes bíblicas, modelos teológicos y reflexiones nos asisten para reflexionar en el misterio de la Iglesia.  El 
liderazgo en la Iglesia existe para servir la totalidad del Cuerpo Místico. 
Luis Beteta, Director of Hispanic Ministry, Diocese of Grand Rapids 
Dimension: Content 
 

B-2 And Now It’s Time to Pray: Praying with 6th – 12th Grade Students 
Prayer is what brings us into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  As catechists, we know that it is important to 
introduce the students to a variety of prayer forms, to help them develop a strong prayer life that takes them beyond the 
memorized prayers of our faith.  Our tradition offers us a beautiful variety of prayer forms and expressions of prayer.  This 
workshop will cover the different forms and expressions of prayer and offer you a variety of ways to pray with the Middle 
School and High School student. 
Linda Brondige, DRE/YM St. Joseph, Belding 
Dimension: Method 
 

B-3 On-Line Adult Faith Formation VLCFF 
In our busy, busy world wouldn’t it be nice to be able to take some time to learn more about your faith with people from 
across the United States and around the world and at the same time continue your Catechist Certification?  Now you can!  
Come find out about the partnership between the Diocese and the VLCFF (Virtual Learning Community for Faith 
Formation). 
Richard R. Drabik, Institute for Pastoral Initiatives, University of Dayton 
Dimension: Method. 
 



 
B-4 

 
Catechesis in the Multicultural Parish: Practical Frameworks for Success 
The culturally diverse Catholic parish context presents challenges and opportunities for catechetical ministry.  These 
engaging ministry settings require "goodwill" along with specific skills.  This presentation will focus on proven frameworks 
drawn from years of ministry experience among immigrants. Participants will better understand why culture and language are 
so important.  They will learn how to encourage newcomers to readily share their gifts with the Church.  
Fr. Steven Dudek, Pastor, Holy Name of Jesus Parish, Wyoming 
Dimension: Learner 

 
B-5 

 
Some Say Learning Can’t Be Fun…Wanna’ Bet? 
If your catechetical setting is in need of some new ideas and new life, then come to this workshop!  We will explore how 
religious education not only can but should  be filled with joy and enthusiasm!  Focus will be on creative ideas and 
techniques that can be immediately used in the catechetical setting with elementary-aged children.  Don’t miss this one. 
Steven Ellair, has been involved in catechetical ministry for over 19 years.  He is currently a Senior Editor with RCL 
Benziger and speaks and writes nationally on issues related to catechesis. 
Dimension: Method 
 

B-6 The Little Pumpkins Learn the Good News 
Marjory will share the development and inspirations of her children’s book “The Little Pumpkins Learn the Good News” 
while exploring some creative methods of storytelling that will help you engage with the kids you teach. 
Marjory Erdman has her certificate in Youth Ministry Studies; is a published author and has written columns for 
CatholicMom.com and Catholic TV 
Dimension: Method 
 

B-7 Forming Young Disciples: A Task of EPIC Proportions 
Today’s young people are looking for something EPIC – experiential, participatory, imaginative and communal – and that 
includes faith formation.  How do we blend the best of what youth ministry and systematic catechesis have to offer  in order 
to form literate, engaged young disciples? 
Joe Gall, Office for Youth Ministry, Archdiocese of Detroit 
Dimension: Method 
 

B-8 The Spiritual Life of Boys 
Mark Twain once said, “Some of you have been boys, and the rest of you have had a great deal to do with boys.”  In this 
presentation, priest-psychologist Fr. Mark-David Janus examines the psychology of American boys with a special eye on the 
stages of their spiritual development.  Father has some pointed suggestions on how better understanding the psychology of 
boys will help us to aid in their spiritual growth. 
Very Rev. Mark-David Janus, CSP, Director of the Catholic Information Center, Rector, Saint Andrew Parish 
Dimension: Learner 
 

B-9 The Story of Stuff 
Obsessed with stuff?  Ever wonder where all the stuff we buy comes from and where it goes when we throw it out? The Story 
of Stuff will take you on a provocative tour of our consumer-driven culture from the viewpoint of Catholic Social Teaching.  
It’ll teach you something.  It’ll make you laugh.  And it just may change the way you look at all your stuff. 
Cami Beecroft, Youth Minister St. Stephen Parish; Mark Mann, Director of Youth Ministry, Young Adults and Marriage in 
the Diocese of Grand Rapids 
Dimension: Method 
 

B-10 Plugged In: A Look at Media & Ministry 
Today’s youth are the media generation.  How do we help young people interact consciously and critically with a multimedia 
world?  What are the basics of media literacy?  What are the implications for ministry?  Join us as we look closely at the 
media generation, with a specific focus on film and TV. 
Laura Piccone-Hanchon, Office for Youth Ministry, Archdiocese of Detroit 
Dimension: Method 



B-11 Faith First Legacy 
This workshop will provide training on the Faith First Legacy Program for catechists and teachers.  The workshop will cover 
teaching techniques as well as processes, methods and resources.  A demonstration of the award-winning www.faithfirst.com 
will be included and ideas will be given on ways to integrate these free resources in catechetical sessions and also with 
families. 
Sandy Rigsby, RCL Benziger, Representative 
Dimension: Method 

B-12 Praying in the Kingdom of God: Liturgy with Children 
This workshop will focus on providing meaningful liturgical celebrations that truly engage and inspire young Catholics.  
Basic liturgical principles from Church documents will be explored as we discuss what it means to worship with young 
people in today’s culture. 
Dennis Rybicki, Director, Liturgical Music, Diocese of Grand Rapids 
Dimension: Content 
 

B-13 La Presencia de Jesús a través de rituales en la vida diaria 
La presencia de Jesús en nuestra vida diariamente y los rituales diferentes que nos ayuda unirnos más con el amor de Dios.  
Este taller ayudará a los catequistas a entender la presencia diaria de Jesús en nuestra vida y cómo podemos usar los rituales 
diferentes para recordarnos la presencia de Dios en nuestra vida. 
Claudio Samper, DRE de la Catedral de San Andrés, Grand Rapids 
Dimension: Method 

B-14 Adult Learning is All About Participation: A Treasure  Chest of Innovative Methods/Activities for 
Involvement 
Often (not in this diocese, but some other places!), we use “lecture” as the method for adult faith formation.  Yet, all 
principles for adult learning say the only way adults can be engaged is when they are involved and participating.  Let’s look 
at and share resourceful and creative ways to do that. 
Sr. Janet Schaeffler, Office of Adult Faith Formation, Archdiocese of Detroit 
Dimension: Method 
 

B-15 Sacramental Prep With the Whole Family 
We will explore a resource that will web the Sacramental preparation and formation into household and family life.  This is 
the only chance we have to form them for a lifetime of faith.  Children learn mainly from the parents, with reinforcement and 
support from the parish catechist.  By coaching parents to form their own kids, you move from generation to generation with 
faith.  We are really teaching them “parenting skills for Catholics.” 
Barb Scott, Parish Catechetical Leader, St. John Vianney, Wyoming 
Dimension: Method 

B-16 What is Sin? 
We will examine the meaning of sin using the Catechism and Scripture as our guide.  Are all bad actions sinful?  Can good 
actions be sinful?  What is the opposite of sin?  Just a few of the questions we will try to answer in this workshop.  We will 
conclude by putting together a three-question examination of conscience. 
Clem Schwartz, Co-Director of Family Faith Formation, St Jude’s Parish, Grand Rapids 
Dimension: Content, Catechist 
 

B-17 Teaching as Jesus Did 
Jesus taught many lessons but did not use long lectures, doctrinal logic or well formed lesson plans.  Jesus told stories.  In 
this workshop Fr. Tom Tavella, CSP, teacher of Scripture and Storyteller, will examine Jesus’s stories and, through examples 
and exercises, will introduce us to biblical storytelling as a way to teach great truths.  In other words, to teach as Jesus did. 
Fr. Tom Tavella, CSP, Catholic Information Center, Grand Rapids 
Dimension: Method 

B-18 Sadlier Presents to You…. 
Are you using the Sadlier series as your religious education text?  Come find out how to make the most out of the series and 
make your life a lot easier.  Dennis will give you many ideas that you will be able to use immediately. 
Dennis Burgio, Sadlier Representative 
Dimension: Method 



 
Session C- 2:45-4:00 
 

C-1 And Now it’s Time to Pray: Leading the Young Child in Prayer 
Prayer is what brings us into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  As catechists, we know that it is important to 
introduce the students to a variety of prayer forms, to help them develop a strong prayer life that takes them beyond the 
memorized prayers of our faith.  Our tradition offers us a beautiful variety of prayer forms and expressions of prayer.  This 
workshop will cover the different forms and expressions of prayer and offer you a variety of ways to pray with the 4-12 
year-old child. 
Linda Brondige, DRE/YM St. Joseph, Belding  
Dimension: Learner 
 

C-2  Spiritual Practice for Catechists/Christian Educators  
Feeding ourselves spiritually is an important aspect of being a catechist/Christian educator.  We need to have a relationship 
with God in order to help our students recognize and grow in their own relationship with God.  This workshop will explore 
ways that we can feed our spiritual selves through Prayer, Scripture, Liturgy & Sacraments, and Community.  
Teri Burns, Director of Parish Formation, St. Pius X, Grandville 
Dimension: Catechist 
 

C-3 Las Personas en tu Grupo de Catequesis: Crecimiento Humano y Crecimiento en la Fe van de la 
mano.   
Juntos vamos a repasar algunas características de las diversas etapas del desarrollo humano y su relación con la formación 
en la fe.  Consecuentemente vamos a deducir pautas metodológicas a seguir en la catequesis según  los grupos de edad  y 
tipos  de personalidad. 
 Sr. Trinidad Duque, Coordinator of Spanish Ministry, Diocese of Grand Rapids  Region III  
Dimension: Learner 
 

C-4 Teaching Touching Safety Without the “ick” – K-6 
Put your nerves away, and relax.  During this session we will discuss ways to approach the Teaching Touching Safety 
program instruction that will eliminate the “ick” factor for catechists as well as their students.  Discover techniques for 
teaching a loving and fruitful lesson that imparts the important message of safety for our young students.  Bring questions 
and concerns regarding your part in making our world a little safer for our kids through Teaching Touching Safety. 
Suzi Furtwangler, Assistant Principal, St. Thomas the Apostles School, Grand Rapids 
Dimension: Method 
 

C-5 “You Are Now entering…the Postmodern Zone!” 
Today’s cultural observers define the younger generation as the “postmodern” generation, but what does that mean?  What 
are the characteristics of “postmodern” life?  What are the social and cultural influences that help to define a “postmodern” 
generation?  And what are the implications for ministry to postmoderns? 
Joe Gall, Office of Youth Ministry, Archdiocese of Detroit 
Dimension: Learner 
 

 

B-19 Using Concrete Materials to Enhance Textbook Curriculum “How to Jazz Up the Traditional 
Curriculum Materials”  
We have all encountered children (ages 3-12) who are not engaged by the typical classroom methodology of just reading and 
reciting from traditional textbooks and traditional learning styles.  In this practical hands-on workshop, we will explore and 
learn to recognize the innate needs of young children to connect with God.  We will also explore how to use simple 
supplemental materials to enhance the traditional catechism textbook curriculum in order to provide for effective faith 
formation. 
Mary Wernet, RCIA & Adult Faith Formation Coordinator  St. Francis de Sales, Muskegon; a Certified CGS Formation 
Leader; Annette Witte, St. Thomas the Apostle Parish, Grand Rapids and Certified in Levels I, II, III in CGS.  
Dimension: Method 



 
C-6 

 
Working at Kateri Tekakwitha Center with Native Ministry Today   
This workshop describes a community coming together to share their gifts to make the Kateri Tekakwitha Center new 
again.  The process used has been captured in pictures of a community working together 
Debra Gutowski, Director of Native American Ministry, Diocese of Grand Rapids 
Dimension: Method 
 

C-7 Understanding Attention Deficit Disorder/Hyperactivity and the Catechist/Classroom Teacher 
In this workshop, child psychologist and priest, Fr. Mark-David Janus discusses the nature of ADHD and how it effects the 
religious education classroom.  He will also give practical ideas as to how to incorporate the child/youth into classroom 
activities and the types of methodology that work best with children/youth with ADHD. 
Very Rev. Mark-David Janus, CPS, Director of the Catholic Information Center and Rector of Saint Andrew Parish 
Dimension: Method, Learner 

 
C-8 

 
Walking with ODESWOGN 
Did YOU hear the Good News?  All will find ways to teach and enjoy it at the same time.  Come and find SpArKs about 
keeping discipline and having FUN!  See if YOU need a “Desperate Makeover or just need to be Tweaked” to become 
Number ONE catechist of the diocese. 
Joyce Miller, FSPA, Member of the Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Works for Houghlin Mifflin Harcourt Publ. 
Wrote the parish version of Growing in Love Harcourt Family Life Series 
Dimension: Method 
 

C-9 El Año Litúrgico  
Liturgia y Catequesis están íntimamente ligadas.  El año litúrgico es una jornada de la fe cristiana; es una inmersión 
profunda en el Misterio de Jesucristo y un enriquecimiento a la catequesis. 
Sr. Guadalupe Moreno is the Coordinator of Hispanic Ministry, Diocese of Grand Rapids, Region I 
Dimension: 
 

C-10 Youth Ministry: The Big Picture 
More than just games, group, and good times, youth ministry is called to build a community of young people engaged and 
active in their Catholic faith.  Is our vision of youth ministry big enough to accomplish this goal?  Join us as we explore the 
essential features of a comprehensive ministry to adolescents that seek to inspire empowered and faith-filled youth. 
Laura Piccone-Hanchon, Office for Youth Ministry, Archdiocese of Detroit 
Dimension: Method 
 
 

C-11 Tales From a Bibliophile 
Come and enjoy the beauty of children’s literature.  This class will expose the catechist to an array of secular and religious 
children’s literature that may be used to support your lessons in class and at home.  Ideas and activities will be shared to 
integrate the literature into your lessons.  The focus will be on contemporary and easily obtainable books. 
Diane Schoof, Director of Religious Education, Holy Spirit Parish, Grand Rapids 
Dimension: Method 
 
 

C-12 So, You Want to Collaborate 
We’ve heard about it and we’ve even talked about it.  Collaborating with other ministers is often difficult.  Often the 
Catholic School Principal and Parish Catechetical Leader do not collaborate well, communicate effectively nor understand 
each other’s ministerial roles or expectations.  Come hear some creative ways to get beyond the turf wars and joining forces 
in the teaching mission of the parish. 
Paul Schroeder, twenty years of experience as a catholic educator and catechist, Diocese of Lansing, thanks to RCL 
Benziger 
Dimension: Method 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
C-13 

 
Why do We Celebrate Mass? 
No matter what grade we teach we often study about the celebration of the Mass.  How do we encounter Christ in the 
Introductory Rite and the Liturgy of the Word?  How can we explain the real presence of Jesus in the Bread and Wine?  
These are just a few of the questions we will seek answers to.  Come and share your answers as we reference both the 
Catechism and the Bible to relate the Church’s Story about the Mass. 
Clem Schwartz, Co-Director of Family Faith Formation, St. Jude Parish, Grand Rapids 
Dimension: Content, Catechist 
  

C-14 Growing Up Catholic 
Growing up Catholic is a carefully tested and well-crafted formation process designed for use within the parish or in home 
schooling.  It provides the immediate preparation for First Reconciliation and First Communion.  But it does far more than 
merely prepare a child for these sacraments.  It also prepares children and their parents for a lifelong journey of faith as 
Catholics.  And it does so in a way that is enjoyable, easy to do, and powerfully effective. 
Barb Scott, Director of Community Formation, St. John Vianney Parish, Wyoming  
Dimension: Method 
 

C-15 What If God Were One of Us? 
Who was the person Jesus, born into human history?  Who is the Christ of faith, still dwelling among us?  What do we 
mean when we say we believe in Jesus as the second person of the Holy Trinity, fully human and fully divine?  How does 
the Incarnation make a difference in our everyday lives?   
Mary Vaccaro, Associate Director for Program Design, Catholic Information Center, Grand Rapids 
Dimension:  Content 
  

C-16 Reclaiming Our Adult Catholics  
At the time of Paul and the Apostles adults experienced conversion through a rich community life and an enthusiastic 
teaching and witnessing from the Apostles…especially after Pentecost.  If the Church is to thrive in the future we must 
reclaim Adult Faith Formation.   
Sr. Jo Marie Williams and her team would like to share with you their experiences of adult faith formation.  They will 
explain to us the need for real adult formation, what topics they chose, how they get the participants to come, how they kept 
them coming, and what they talked about. 
Sr. Jo Marie Williams, Assumption Parish, Belmont; Nancy Helsel, Mike Hillary and John Williams, St. Alphonsus Parish, 
Grand Rapids 
Dimension: Content, Method 
 

C-17 How to Become the Best Catechist of Children You Can Be  
At times we have all felt inadequate for the role that God asks of us – to teach the little ones.  This practical hands-on 
workshop will help us “Walk with the Teacher” in our own faith formation and as we prepare an appropriate environment 
for effective faith formation with children (ages 3-12). 
Annette Witte, St. Thomas the Apostle Parish, Grand Rapids and Certified in Levels I, II, III in the CGS.  
Mary Wernet, RCIA & Adult Faith Formation Coordinator  St. Francis de Sales Parish, Muskegon and a Certified CGS 
Formation Leader 
Dimension: Method 
 

C-18 Theology as Sacred Scripture 
This topic explores Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition as the Deposit of Faith.  Theology is the study of the origins, 
history and practices of faith and belief.  We will discover the unity of these elements. 
Dr. Diane Bucko, D. Min. DRE Macomb, MI Consultant, Sadlier Publishing Company 
Dimension: Content 

 
 
 

 
 



 
Directions to Cathedral Square, Catholic Central, and the  

Cathedral of Saint Andrew 
 

From the North East (Big Rapids): Follow US-131 S toward Grand Rapids.  Take the WEALTHY ST exit, 
EXIT 84A.  Turn LEFT onto WEALTHY ST SW. Continue east on WEALTHY ST across DIVISION AVE S. 
Immediately beyond the center cement barrier, turn LEFT into the Cathedral Square Center Parking Ramp.  

From the North West Lakeshore (Ludington): Follow US-31 S. Merge onto I-96 E toward GD 
RAPIDS/LANSING. Merge onto US-131 S via EXIT 31A toward GD RAPIDS/KALAMAZOO. Take the 
WEALTHY ST exit, EXIT 84A. Turn LEFT onto WEALTHY ST SW. Continue east on WEALTHY ST across 
DIVISION AVE S.  Immediately beyond the center cement barrier, turn LEFT into the Cathedral Square Center 
Parking Ramp. 

From the South West (Holland): Follow I-196 E toward GRAND RAPIDS. Take the MARKET AVE exit, 
EXIT 73. Turn RIGHT onto MARKET AVE SW. Turn SLIGHT RIGHT onto WEALTHY ST SW. Continue 
east on WEALTHY ST over US-131 and across DIVISION AVE S. Immediately beyond the center cement 
barrier, turn LEFT into the Cathedral Square Center Parking Ramp. 

From the South East (Portland): Follow I-96 W via the ramp on the LEFT toward GD RAPIDS. Once in the 
Grand Rapids metro area, keep LEFT to take I-196 W via EXIT 37 toward DOWNTOWN/GD RAPIDS.  
Merge onto US-131 S via EXIT 77B on the LEFT toward KALAMAZOO.  Take the WEALTHY ST exit, 
EXIT 84A.  Turn LEFT onto WEALTHY ST SW.  Continue east on WEALTHY ST across DIVISION AVE S. 
Immediately beyond the center cement barrier, turn LEFT into the Cathedral Square Center Parking Ramp. 

�

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

��������	�
������
��
����

���������

���������
�

�������
�

������
��
�

����� �


������
�

�����
�

����
����

�������

��������

 
�!"!
�

�

�

�

��������	�#$�

�
�%
���
���&�

���'%
(�
��)*�

���
��+)
�,%�) �
����#	%-�

��
���	��%(��

-�##	�


�.��
���&/,�

-�##	�

����
���
�

�0%��
12



 

 

Registration Form 

Anyone wishing to take part in this conference must register.  There is limited space so register early to 
ensure a place.  Registration deadline is September 14, 2009. 

Todo aquel desee participar en esta conferencia debe inscribirse.  El espacio es limitado; inscríbase 
temprano para asegurar espacio. Fecha límite es el 14 Septiembre. 

Name/Nombre:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Parish/Parroquia: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Address/Dirección: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ______________________ Email: _____________________________________________________ 

The way you want your name to be printed on the name badge (La forma en que quieres escrito tu nombre en el 

gafete) ______________________________________ 
 

Please indicate your choice of workshops by number: 

Session A________  Session B_________  Session C __________ 

Please check the appropriate box indicating your major responsibility. 
Por favor marca el cuadro que indica tu responsabilidad principal: 

�  Catechist/Catequista 
�  Parish Catechetical Leader/Líder Catequético Parroquial 
�  Director/Coordinator of Religious Education 
�  Youth Minister/Pastoral Juvenil 
�  Adult Faith Formation Personnel/Personal de Formación de Adultos 

�  Catholic School Teacher 
�  RCIA/RICA 
�  Associate Pastor/Deacon 
�  Pastor 
�  Other/Otra _____________________ 

Payment enclosed – Please check: 

�  $30 I have current catechetical certification and my check is included. 
�  $45 I am not currently certified and my check is included. 
 
�  $40 I am certified, and will pay after the conference 
�  $55 I am not certified, I will pay after the conference. 
 
You may register by email with check following within the week at:   bcline@dioceseofgrandrapids.org 
You may register by postal mail including check.  Send to:  Office for Catechesis, Cathedral Square Center           
360 Division Ave. S.   Grand Rapids, MI 49503-4539 
Make all checks payable to:  Diocese of Grand Rapids 
Additional copies of this form may be found on the diocesan web-site: www.dioceseofgrandrapids.org 


