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Mission Statement

Richly blessed in numbers, talents and resources we, the people of Saint Paul Roman Catholic Church, are commissioned by Christ, motivated by the Holy Spirit and called by our very Baptism to offer the parish, community and world God’s known presence.

Reverend Joseph M. Pawlowski, Pastor

Reverend Michael J. Hoffman, Associate Pastor

Reverend Leonardo Gajardo, Associate Pastor

Monsignor F.J. Melevage, Senior Priest

Deacons John Roscoe, Michael Foster

Deacons David Bergstedt, James Caristi
Mass Schedule

Sunday Masses

5:30 p.m. Saturday (Church)

8:00 and 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. Sunday (Church)

1:30 p.m. (Queen of Apostles Chapel) Spanish Mass

Daily Masses:  Monday-Friday 
7:00 a.m. Mass-Monday-Friday (Queen of Apostles Chapel)

7:55 a.m. Mass- Monday, Tuesday (Queen of Apostles Chapel) Wednesday, Thursday, Friday (Church)

9:30 a.m. Saturday- Queen of Apostles Chapel 

Holy Day Masses

5:30 p.m. Mass of Anticipation (Church)

7:00 a.m. (Queen of Apostles Chapel) 

9:30 a.m. (Church)

7:00 p.m. (Church)

Sacrament of Penance

4:00-5:00 p.m. Saturday in Reconciliation Rooms in Church.

Parish Directory

Office hours-Monday –Friday –9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Parish Office







464-4831
FAX Number







464-4833

Lay Pastoral Associate for Stewardship/Alta Slagle


464-4831
                                                Music /Dr.Stephen Schnurr





531-0922

Saint Paul School/Jane Scupham




462-3374

	Religious Education/Joanne White
	                      464-8502


Tiny Tim Child Development Center
/Jan McCorkle 

465-0882

St. Agnes Adult Day Service Center/Barb Kubiszak


477-5433

Clothing Center/Louise Tucker




462-0074

Youth Ministry/Meghan Chargualaf




465-7762

Director of Development/Melissa Adams



464-4831 x224

Coordinator of Adult Educ./Faith Formation/Mary Kane Mauer 
464-4831 x235

Marriage Preparation/Hall Rental/Pat Kohl



465-3992

St. Paul Cemetery, contact parish office



464-4831

Mailing Address                      

Post Office Box 1475                      

Valparaiso, Indiana 46384-1475     

E-Mail address:    stpaulcathvalpo@netnitco.net
Web site address: saintpaulvalpo.org
Church/Office/Hall Location

1855 West Harrison Boulevard

School/Religious Education Location

1755 West Harrison Boulevard
New Parishioners can register immediately after any weekend Mass or visit the parish office during regular office hours.

INDEX OF MINISTRIES

All of our ministries and organizations welcome new members and volunteers.  If you would like more information or would like to participate in any of these groups please contact the chairperson listed below.

	Adult Education/Faith Formation
	Mary Kane Mauer
	464-4831

x235

	Altar and Rosary Society
	Alta Slagle       
	464-4831

	Altar Servers
	Brenda Stanczak


	462-1920

x239

	Apostolic and Hunger
	Julie Collins
	464-9349

	Bible Study Groups
	Mary Kane Mauer
	464-4831

	
	
	x235

	Birthright
	Sarah Beke, Director
	462-3502

	Blue Army
	Mary Moser
	462-6857

	Building and Grounds
	John Satti


	476-1588



	Cemetery
	Parish Office, Alta Slagle
	464-4831

	Charismatic Prayer Meeting


	Rosemary LePell                                                                                

                    
	462-2044

	
	
	

	Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Christ Renews His Parish 

Women

Men

Coffee and Conversation                                                  
	Diane Matthys     

Kathy Bottos

John Cunningham

Melissa Adams                  
	462-6819

464-4050

465-1035

464-4831

x224

	Clothing Center
	Louise Tucker, Manager
	462-0074

	
	
	

	Contemporary Concert Committee
	Kathy Cunningham


	465-3789



	Cursillos in Christianity
	George & Sue Livarchik
	462-0613

	Dawn Patrol  (St. Paul Men’s Prayer Group)    

Dinner Groups
	Elias Crim 

Madonna & Greg Thelen
	(219) 246-9019
464-9534

	Divorce and Beyond
	Mary Kane Mauer     
	464-4831

	
	    
	X235

	Elizabeth Ministry
	Kimberly Kaye
	465-7402

	Environment and Art
	Arlene Lynch                         

Colleen Guyer
	464-8291

477-4670



	Eucharistic Adoration/

Intercessory Prayer Group
	Rick or Jessica Clements
	548-7310

	
	
	

	Eucharistic Ministers 
	Gerry Ventura

Colleen Guyer
	462-0726

477-4670

	
	
	

	Evangelization

Family & Marriage Enrichment

Family Rosary and Scripture
	Beth Barajas

George & Sue Livarchik

David &  Holly

Brandewie
	464-4831

548-1352

462-0613

464-9710

	Finance Committee
	Parish Office
	464-4831

	Financial Freedom
	Deacon David Bergstedt
	464-3994

	Food Pantry Ministry
	Julie Collins
	464-9349

	Funeral Lunches 
	Bev Hutton

Peggy Manago

Carolyn Stanton
	462-6466

464-2448

462-3598

	Funtastic Clown Ministry
	Ruby Berkoski

Pat Tuttle
	464-7247

464-0379

	Greeting Team
	Tom & Tina Pysh
	462-5443

	Helping Hands
	John Angyus
	464-8335

	Hispanic Ministry
	Father Leonardo Gajardo
	464-4831       

	
	
	

	Hospital Eucharistic Ministers
	Jo Anne Rosenow
	707-0801

	Hurricane Relief
	Tom Jessen
	462-7423

	Inviting Catholics Home
	Rev. Michael Hoffman
	464-4831 

ext 227

	Knights of Columbus 8.10


	Edward W Kolar Jr, Grand Knight
	462-4027



	
	Harry Kilander, Membership Chairman
	531-8647

	Lectors 
	Greta Kramer
	548-8500

	
	Lucille Freeman
	462-8878

	LIFE TEEN 
	Meghan Chargualaf

Director
	465-7762

	Life Teen Music Ministry
	Michele Wise
	464-2452

	
	
	508-0124

	Liturgical Ministers

                                                   
	Lucille Freeman
	462-8878

	Marjorie Clifford Senor Circle
	Virginia Tomac
	531-2621

	Marriage Preparation
	Pat Kohl
	465-3992

	Marriage Preparation Team   
	Deacon David & Jan Bergstedt    
	464-3994

	Ministry Booklet
	Virginia Tomac


	531-2621



	Ministry of Consolation
	Barb Hanson
	464-9761

	Ministry of Parish Nurses              
	Cheryl Wasemann                            
	464-3036

	Ministry of Hospice
	Jean Ernst
	464-2937

	M.O.M. S (Ministry of Mother’s Sharing)
	Agnieszka Fezatt 


	462-1219



	Money Counters
	Susan Hasier
	462-4158

	Music
	Dr. Stephen Schnurr, Director
	531-0922

	
	
	

	Nursing Home Ministry
	Katherine McGinley 
	462-8480

	
	Mildred Graham 
	462-8665

	
	Mary Moser
	462-6857

	
	Yolanda Carlos
	464-3642

	Oasis Club
	Valerie Dumas

Diane Androskaut
	464-1715

464-7848

	Outdoor Adventure (Adult)

Parents Offering Prayer
	Karen Malecha 

Lori Page 

Rick Clements


	464-9506

548-2933

548-7310

	Parish Vocation Ministry

Pastoral Council
	Jo Anne Rosenow

Linda Mitchell, Chairman
	707-0881

707-5761

	
	Terri Collins, 

Co-Chairman
	548-8846

	Prayer Shawl Ministry
	Deena Pidrak
	364-0655

	Religious Education/Sacramental Program
	Joanne White, Director 
	464-8502

	Registration Ministry
	Alton & Laurie Custer


	464-2096

	Respect Life
	Rosemarie Stith
	464-2351

	Right of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
	Deacon Mike Foster
	464-8103

	
	
	

	Rosary Devotion
	Theresa Dougherty
	462-0269

	Rosary Makers
	Theresa Dougherty
	462-0269

	
	Pauline Creutzburg
	464-4540

	
	Florence Jenkins
	531-2565

	St. Agnes Adult Day Service Center
	Barb Kubiszak, Director
	477-5433

	St. Paul Catholic School


	Jane Scupham, Principal


	462-3374



	St. Paul Men’s Club
	John Mekola


	477-5208-H

252-2632-Cell

	
	
	

	St. Paul Theatre Outreach
	Steve Shepard

Virginia Oram


	548-9808

462-6133



	St. Vincent DePaul Society
	George Kramer 
	263-8142

	Seniors Group
	Virginia Tomac

Madonna Thelen
	531-2621

464-9534

	Social Committee
	
	

	Spiritual Direction
	Sr. Joyce Diltz, PHJC
	1-219-398-5047

	Stewardship Committee 
	Alta Slagle
	464-4831

	Tiny Tim Child Development Center
	Jan McCorkle, Director
	465-0882

	Ushers
	Hubert Hoffman
	464-4792

	
	Barry Kiernan
	462-7349

	Vocations Committee Ministry
	Jo Anne Rosenow              
	707-0801

	Welcoming Committee
	Deacon David & Jan Bergstedt
	464-3994



	Women of Grace

Young Adults
	Terri Collins

Mary Kane Mauer
	548-8846

464-4831x235


COMMISSIONS

CHRISTIAN FORMATION AND EDUCATION

Adult Education/Faith Formation

Bible Study Groups

Christ Renews His Parish

Contemporary Concert Committee

Cursillos in Christianity

Evangelization

Family and Marriage Enrichment

Inviting Catholics Home

LIFE Teen

Life Teen Music Ministry

Marriage Preparation

Marriage Preparation Team

M.O.M.S-Ministry of Mother’s Sharing

RCIA-Right of Christian Initiation of Adults 

Religious Education/Sacramental Program

Saint Paul Catholic School

Saint Paul Theatre Outreach

Tiny Tim Child Development Center

Young Adults

PARISH AND COMMUNITY LIFE

Coffee and Conversation

Dinner Groups

Elizabeth Ministry

Financial Freedom

Funeral Lunches

Funtastic Clown Ministry

Greeting Team

Hispanic Ministry

Knights of Columbus

Marjorie Clifford Senior Circle

Ministry Booklet

Ministry of Consolation

Oasis Club

Outdoor Adventures (Adult)

Registration Ministry

Saint Paul Men’s Club

Seniors Group

Social Committee

Welcoming Committee

PEACE, SOCIAL JUSTICE AND HUMAN SERVICES

Apostolic and Hunger

Clothing Center

Divorce and Beyond

Food Pantry Ministry

Helping Hands

Hurricane Relief

Ministry of Hospice

Ministry of Parish Nurses

Nursing Home Ministry

Respect Life

Saint Agnes Adult Day Service Center

Saint Vincent DePaul Society

SPIRITUALITY AND WORSHIP

Altar and Rosary Society

Altar Servers

Blue Army

Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Charismatic Prayer Meeting

Dawn Patrol

Environment and Art

Eucharistic Adoration/Intercessory Prayer Group

Eucharistic Ministers

Family Rosary and Scripture

Hospital Eucharistic Ministers

Lectors

Music

Prayer Shawl Ministry

Parents Offering Prayer

Rosary Devotion

Rosary Makers

Spiritual Direction

Ushers

Vocations Committee Ministry

Women of Grace

STEWARDSHIP, ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE

Building and Grounds

Cemetery

Finance Committee

Garden Club

Money Counters

Stewardship Committee
COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS

Birthright

Dear People of Saint Paul:


This ministry booklet presents to you the very heart of Saint Paul Parish.  In its pages you will find the Lord’s work being carried out by over 60 ministries, activities, and organizations.  All of this service shows the response of individuals to the call to be good stewards, that is to acknowledge the many blessings of time, talent, and treasure they have received in prayerful thanksgiving and using those gifts to build up the Lord’s Kingdom.  If you are not already involved in a service ministry, these pages invite you to consider the many avenues by which you could respond to the Lord’s call to be involved in the life of your parish.  On a weekend in November, St. Paul’s celebrates its annual stewardship of time and talent with a ministry fair after all masses.  The weekend following the fair, all parishioners have the opportunity to reflect on the many ministries and to discern their gifts. It is our prayer that all parishioners participate in this great event showcasing the current ministries of Saint Paul’s parish and experience the generosity of parishioners who give back to the Lord in thanksgiving their time and talent to do their share of the Lord’s work here in Valparaiso. May God bless us all.  

                                                                      Sincerely yours,







Reverend Joseph M. Pawlowski







Pastor

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

The Saint Paul Parish Pastoral Council is the group of twelve parishioners that collaborates with the Pastor in providing vision and planning for the parish.  The Council works together to identify needs, formulate policies, and identify the gifts and talents of the parish community.  The five Commissions (Spirituality & Worship, Parish & Community Life, Christian Formation & Education, Peace, Social Justice & Human Services, and Stewardship, Administration & Finance) implement parish goals set by the Council and send proposals for major undertakings to the Council.  Members of the Council are selected through a discernment process for a three-year term.  Any registered, fully initiated member of Saint Paul Parish is eligible for membership.  The Council meets monthly in the evenings.

MINISTRY FAIR

You are invited to attend Saint Paul Parish’s Ministry Fair.  It will take place after all Masses on November 13th and 14th, 2010 in the Parish Social Hall.  All parishioners are invited to stop by and find out more about the various ministries offered at Saint Paul Church.  Each and every parishioner is encouraged to become involved in a ministry.

CHRISTIAN FORMATION AND EDUCATION COMMISSION

Adult Education/faith Formation

Mary Kane Mauer, Coordinator (1855stpaulcathchurch@live.com)464-4831, ext.235

One of the most significant indicators of the vitality of any relationship is growth. By the time a person has accumulated the typical life experiences that lead from childhood to adulthood, the superficial and limited understandings that he offers himself of how God works in the world are insufficient. To foster the growth of an adult relationship with God, the Adult Education/Faith Formation Committee offers opportunities within a faith context for adults to talk with other adults about things that matter.   Such discussion adds breadth and depth to our life experiences, enables us to lead lives that enrich and strengthen parish and family life and our life in the secular community. The committee invites participation in a variety of programs: bible studies, book discussions, “Full of Grace: Women and the Abundant Life”, “Divorce and Beyond” (a program of recovery and healing), “Inviting Catholics Home”, presentations on respect for life, natural family planning, sacraments, etc. Volunteers are welcomed as participants on the committee, and also to help with registration, advertising, hospitality and childcare. 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD

Joanne White (jwhite @stpaulvalpo.edu)




464-8502

Diane Matthys (dianematthys@comcast.net)


            462-6819                             

Children’s Liturgy of the Word is a liturgical experience of God’s presence in the ritual proclamation of the Word.  During the 5:30pm Mass on Saturday and the 10:00 a.m. Mass on Sunday, after the opening prayer, children 3 years old through 3rd grade are called by the priests for a blessing and go with a trained leader to participate in their own liturgy in the Queen of Apostles Chapel. The children then return to Mass during the offertory.  This is a wonderful experience for all involved.  No pre-registration is required.  We are always in need of volunteers.

Christ Renews His Parish

Kathy Bottos – Women






464-4050

John Cunningham- Men (sybilsthyme@comcast.net)


465-1035

Christ Renews His Parish is an opportunity to spend a weekend sharing the good news of our Savior, Jesus Christ. The weekend is an opportunity to experience the gift of spiritual growth through prayer, scripture, ministry, and Christian community. The weekend will afford you the opportunity to get away from the daily grind and join us to reflect and renew your spiritual self. You will be able to search your heart and explore your soul. You will have the opportunity to hear how our Lord Jesus Christ is a living part of so many of your fellow parishioner’s lives. So, come and relax, unwind, revive your spirit, meet new friends, experience your church and live your Christianity. St. Paul Parish offers this weekend to you at no cost. It is a gift available to each of you from your parish and your fellow parishioners. Please consider joining with your parish Christian community and participate in a Christ Renews His Parish weekend. The 2011 Women’s weekend will be February 26th and 27th. The 2011 Men’s weekend will be on March 12th and 13th.

CONTEMPORARY CONCERT COMMITTEE

Kathy Cunningham







465-3789

This group is open to anyone with an interest in contemporary Christian music. We meet to plan and execute concert events right here at St. Paul! Recently Dove Award winner Mitch McVicker returned to Valparaiso. We meet only when convenient and necessary and would love to have you join us to promote today’s best Christian music.

Cursillos in Christianity

George & Sue Livarchik (slivarchik@comcast.net)


462-0613

Cursillo is a three-day retreat weekend beginning on Thursday evening and concluding on Sunday.  Those attending live and work together, listening to and discussing a series of talks given by clergy and laity with Mass being celebrated daily.  The Cursillo weekend experience is an encounter with Christ.  The intent of the weekend is to assist in the formation of small Christian groups so that people can pray together and plan and act together to positively influence their family, social and work environments, in accordance with the teachings of Christ.  Candidates for the weekend must be baptized Catholic and able to receive the sacraments.  Candidates are drawn from the entire Gary Diocese.  

EVANGILIZATION

Parish Office                                                                                                         464-4831

Under construction.

FAMILY AND MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT MINISTRY

Beth Barajas                                                                                                         548-1352
The Family and Marriage Enrichment ministry (FAME) affirms the sacredness of life through all phases of human development and the sanctity of marriage. Believing that the family is the foundation of all faith education, we offer tools to better appreciate the sacramentality of the family and help live a Christian lifestyle. FAME provides information, support and encouragement for those interested in learning Natural Family Planning in accordance with the teachings of the Catholic Church. We seek to affirm and enrich marriages through group studies and presentations. We wish to provide support in areas of human sexuality, parenting and family life issues. We meet on the third Tuesday of the month from 9:30-11:30 AM in the social hall from September to May. Those interested may attend any or all of the meetings. Your children are welcome!

INVITING CATHOLICS HOME

Father Michael Hoffman                                                                              464-4831x227

This program is designed to meet inactive Catholics where they are in their spiritual quest for their spiritual home. It is explicitly structured to be respectful of their turning-point experiences. It invites them to tell their stories of faith shaken, hurts experienced or needs not met in a welcoming setting. All are welcomed is the message that the gospel teaches. The process of returning Home To God is one we are all on and it is in community that we can more readily make a safe journey. Twice a year a special program will be given to actively invite our fellow Catholics to become active Catholics and to give them information to help them Year round we are here to welcome them home. 

Life Teen

Meghan Chargualaf, Director (jmjavila@yahoo.com)


 465-7762

LIFE TEEN is an international, comprehensive youth ministry program centered on the Eucharist.  LIFE TEEN strives to lead teens into a relationship with Christ, to draw them into participation in the life and mission of the Catholic community, and to foster their personal and spiritual growth.  LIFE TEEN meets every Sunday for the 5:30 p.m. Mass, usually followed by a LIFE Night, ending at 8:30.  LIFE Night consists of two educational, one issue and one social night each month.  Extracurricular and service activities are also offered.  Teens currently in high school are welcome to join.  Adults who enjoy ministering to teens are welcome to be part of the CORE Team.

LIFE TEEN MUSIC MINISTRY

Michele Wise  (mikewise5@comcast.net)                                                         464-2452











      508-0124

The Life Teen   Ministry was established at St. Paul in 1999. The purpose of the ministry is to draw young people to responsible participation in the life, mission and work of the Catholic faith community. Excellent music speaks to our young people and helps engage them in the liturgy. Tune your instruments, tune your hearts! 

MARRIAGE PREPARATION

Pat Kohl








  465-3992

Preparation for marriage must begin at least 6 months before anticipated date of wedding.  Please contact the name listed above.

MARRIAGE PREPARATION TEAM
Deacon David and Jan Bergstedt                                                                   464-3994
                 Ten married couples make up our parish-based Marriage Preparation Team.  Team couples help those engaged couples that are anticipating receiving the Sacrament of Marriage at St. Paul Church.    Two Team couples host a Marriage Preparation Day which our parish holds 4 or 5 times each year. Engaged couples meet in the Team’s home on a Saturday afternoon and evening. During this time couples discuss Heritage, Communication, Finances, Family Issues and Spirituality in Marriage. The Gary Docese requires participation in a Marriage Preparation program. Along with the Marriage Preparation Day, engaged couples take the FOCCUS compatibility test and meet with a team couple on an individual basis to review the test. To become involved as a Team Couple or to participate in the program as an engaged couple, please call the team coordinator. 

M.O.M.S (MINISTRY OF MOTHER’S SHARING)
Agnieszka Fezatt (dfezatt@msn.com)                                                                  462-1219

The Ministry of Mother’s Sharing (M.O.M.S) is an exciting 8 week study for women that supports, encourages, and engages women of all ages and stages. Sessions are offered on Wednesday mornings and/or evenings in the fall and the spring. Childcare is provided. Participants use a prayer journal at each of the two-hour sessions. Registration is required before each session starts. Please call for more info. MOMS is open to non-parishioners. 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS (RCIA)

 Deacon Mike Foster
 (revdrmike@hotmail.com)



464-8103

This is a team-oriented ministry of evangelization and catechesis, which aims to fulfill the directives of the Second Vatican Council for the initiation of adults into the Roman Catholic faith.  The ministry consists of a team of parishioners, as well as sponsors and additional parish support personnel.  Those invited to participate include those who wish to become Roman Catholic, those interested in learning more about the Catholic faith but have no intention of conversion, and those who are now Roman Catholic and seek an increased understanding or updating of their faith. Meetings are held on Monday evenings in the lower level of Tiny Tim’s Center from 7:15 p.m. to 9:15 p.m.  Sessions involve faith sharing with respect for the traditions brought by participants, formal catechesis, and liturgical celebration.  Participation as an inquirer, team member, or sponsor is open to all.  No prior training or knowledge is required and the process is offered without cost to the participant.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM

Joanne White, Director (jwhite@stpaulvalpo.org)


464-8502

Religious Education

Saint Paul Parish Religious Education Program is available to help parents to better share the knowledge of our faith with their children.  The goal of the ongoing religious process is to have children, beginning in Kindergarten, experience the development of their own personal faith, to grow in the knowledge of their religion, and to share faith with an adult catechist.  A textbook series is used to assure a progressive and appropriate doctrinal development.  Community building, liturgical involvement and social justice awareness are essential aspects of this process.

Sacramental Program

Joanne White, Director (jwhite@stpaulvalpo.org)
 

 464-8502

Baptism Preparation

The purpose of Baptism Preparation is to instruct parents in the Theology and the Ritual celebration of this Sacrament.

First Penance children are formally prepared to celebrate this sacrament in Grade 2, given they have attended and actively participated in one full year of Catechetical instruction prior to the Sacrament’s reception.  Preparation for First Penance involves parent participation and is separate from graded curriculum.

First Communion children are formally prepared to celebrate this sacrament in Grade 3 given that they have received the Sacrament of Penance.  Preparation for First Communion involves parent participation and is separate from graded curriculum.  

Confirmation candidates are formally prepared to celebrate this sacrament by attending formal catechesis and by attending the classes specifically provided for this preparation in Grade 9.  

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults Adapted for Children

These sessions are for children and teens that have not been baptized, have been baptized in another faith, or baptized Catholic but have not had any formal Religious Education.  

SAINT PAUL CATHOLIC  SCHOOL (SPCS)

 Jane Scupham, Principal (jscupham@stpaulvalpo.org)


462-3374

An integral part of Saint Paul Parish, Saint Paul Catholic School is fully accredited, offering a high-quality Catholic education for students in kindergarten through grade eight.  In a safe and caring environment, faculty, staff, and parents work together to enable all students to learn and develop spiritually, academically, emotionally, and physically. 

Each week students participate in Eucharistic Liturgies and religion classes.  Prayer is a part of every class. Values and character education are emphasized daily. 

 Certified teachers educate students in all subject areas, including physical education and technology classes.  Elementary aides and enrichment teachers offer additional guidance and academic assistance to students.  Saint Paul students consistently score above the averages in ISTEP and other standardized tests.  SPCS offers a variety of extracurricular activities including scouting, Spanish, academic bowl teams, and competitive sports (CYO, beginning in grade 5).  In cooperation with the Valparaiso Community Schools, bus transportation, a hot lunch program, and band and orchestra programs are offered to SPCS students.  Our registration is in January. We offer tours to prospective families at any time with an appointment. Saint Paul Catholic School is dependent upon the generosity of parishioners, friends, alumni, and parents to keep tuition costs affordable.  Contributions to the SPCS Endowment Fund and the SPCS Scholarship Fund are welcome.  Other means of support include major fundraisers such as Scrip, Market Day, Harvest Moon Auction, Spirit Run, and Golf Outing.  Visit our website at stpaulvalpo.org.

SAINT PAUL THEATRE OUTREACH

Steve Shepard(sshep5011@comcast.net)                                                    548-9808

Virginia Oram (ginny.oram@valpo.edu)




 462-6133

St. Paul’s has long been blessed with talented singers, actors and performers. Now a brand new ministry aims to unite them and harness their talents in order to give glory to God. Future plans include a straight play in the winter/spring and a musical in the summer. All types of people are needed to make these ambitious productions happen, onstage and off, and we’d love to have you join our team! Most rehearsals and production meetings are held Mondays at the church. If you can’t be part of the team, you are more than welcome to be a part of our audience!

TINY TIM CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER

 Jan McCorkle, Director






465-0882

Tiny Tim’s Child Development Center serves both our Parish and our community.  We offer Pre-School, St. Paul half day Kindergarten (housed at Tiny Tim’s- registration for kindergarten takes place at the school), and childcare in a safe and loving atmosphere.  The center serves approximately 180 children each week between the ages of two to six years old.  Pre-School for three-year-olds meets Tuesdays and Thursdays, Pre-School for four -year-olds meets Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays.  Both classes have morning and afternoon sessions.  St Paul’s Kindergarten program meets Monday through Friday in the morning.  Childcare is available year round from 6:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  Our childcare is staffed on a weekly basis so parents can choose the days and times according to their schedule.

PARISH AND COMMUNITY LIFE COMMISSION

COFFE AND CONVERSATION

Melissa Adams (meladams@comcast.net)                                      464-4831 x224                                                            Parents and Friends: Coffee and donuts aren’t just for Sundays anymore! Join us for Friday All-School Mass and afterwards enjoy coffee and conversation with other parents and parishioners in the Social Hall. It’s a great, casual way to meet new people and put names to familiar faces. This is a perfect way to end the school/work week and it continues the tradition of Saint Paul tradition of fellowship on Friday! School parent volunteers take turns hosting the coffee. (Typically there is a 10 minute set-up and clean-up). To get involved in this ministry, contact Melissa Adams at meladams@comcast.net or 464-4831.

DAWN PATROL

Elias Crim (eliascrim3@gmail.com) 



        (219) 246-9019

Looking for a real blessing and a chance to join a committed group of men? Come join us to pray and reflect together alternate Saturday mornings before the weekend gets busy. We discuss the challenges of fatherhood, work and family life-a great time of mutual encouragement and a chance to network with some new guys-some single, some young fathers and some wise granddads. No commitment: just come anytime you can. Meeting time/place: 7:30-9:00 am alternate Saturdays (check the Sunday bulletin for exact dates), side room of St. Paul Clothing Center (around the right corner from the clothing center entrance). For more information, contact Elias Crim. 





DINNER GROUPS

Madonna & Greg Thelen                                                                              464-9534 

The Saint Paul Dinner Group was formed to promote stronger fellowship among our diverse group of parishioners and to develop lasting friendships throughout our large parish.  Each group consists of eight to twelve members who meet four times during a twelve-month period.  Typically, the group will meet at a member’s home for dinner or hors d’ oeuvres and socializing.  At the end of the twelve-month period, groups will be reconfigured to allow participants to become acquainted with fellow parishioners. 

ELIZABETH MINISTRY

Kimberly Kaye (lkkaye@comcast.net)


                       465-7402

The purpose of the Elizabeth Ministry is to provide encouragement, friendship and reassurance to women in their childbearing years. The ministry reaches out to women who are pregnant, caring for a newborn, experienced a miscarriage, or infant or child crisis. The ministry also provides meals and a gift bag following the birth of a baby. If you are experiencing any of the above events, please contact us so that we may be of service.  

FINANCIAL FREEDOM


Deacon David and Jan Bergstedt





 464-3994

Many people today are in need of financial guidance in dealing with budgets, debt, saving, and planning for the future. This new ministry will follow the guidelines of: 7 Steps to Becoming Financially Free-A Catholic Guide to Managing Your Money. Small group participants and leaders will go through 8 weekly study sessions which will equip them with the knowledge and tools needed to become better Stewards of their resources. This program is not just money or budget guide, but a blueprint for God’s plan for your finances. Topics covered include: setting Godly goals and priorities, developing a plan, eliminating debt, accelerating savings, reviewing future needs, and becoming a “Steward of Providence”.

FUN-TASTIC CLOWN MINISTRY   

Ruby Berkoski







464-7247

Pat Tuttle                                                                                                       464-0379

Fun-Tastic Clowns are a chapter of Smiles Unlimited an inter-denominational clown ministry committed to excellence in clowning in healthcare facilities, hospitals, handicap facilities, prisons and wherever the healing power of humor can best serve those in need. Training classes are offered a couple times a year to teach make-up application, clown skills and skits. 

FUNERAL LUNCHES

Bev Hutton (jimhutton@verizon.net)




462-6466

Peggy Manago







464-2448

Carolyn Stanton







462-3598

This ministry offers a prepared lunch to the family of the deceased member of Saint Paul Church.  Funeral homes located within the city of Valparaiso inform the families of this service.  The meats and paper products are purchased with money from a fund, while salads, vegetables, and a volunteer committee donates desserts.  A free-will offering is accepted.  This service is available to members of Saint Paul Parish and their immediate family.

GREETING TEAM

Tom & Tina Pysh (tpysh@yahoo.com)




462-5443

The Greeting Team is made up of Saint Paul parishioners who welcome fellow parishioners, guests, and visitors before and after Masses.   Greeters have input into their schedule frequency and greeting times.  Training sessions are held for new team members.  Team meetings and social gatherings are held periodically throughout the year.  This is a ministry with a relatively small time commitment, but with large benefits to the team members and to our parish.

HISPANIC MINISTRY

Father Leonardo Gajardo
                                                                          464-4831

The ministry serves the needs of Hispanic residents of Valparaiso and greater Porter County. The ministry provides a Spanish Mass at Saint Paul Church every Sunday at 1:30pm. All are welcome.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Edward W Kolar Jr, Grand Knight (edkolarjr@comcast.net)               462-4027

Harry Kilander, Membership Chairman (hpkilander@verizon.net)     531-8647






                                                                                                                           The Knights of Columbus was founded in 1882 by a 29 year-old priest, Father Michael J. McGivney, in the basement of St. Mary’s Church in New Haven, Connecticut.  Today, the Knights of Columbus have become the largest lay organization in the Catholic Church.  Currently there are over 1.7 million members; together with their families, the Knights are nearly 6 million strong.  Knights of Columbus are Catholic men committed to the exemplification of charity, unity, fraternity, and defense of the priesthood.  The Order is consecrated to the Blessed Virgin Mary.  The order is loyal to the Pope and committed to the protection of human life and to the preservation and defense of the family. The Knights also support the Special Olympics, elderly care, the mentally handicapped and other disabilities, and disaster relief funds. Currently there are 192 members of the Valparaiso Council. Meetings are held on the first and third Tuesday of each month at Tiny Tim Development Center Lower Level. If you are interested in joining call 462 4027

MINISTRY BOOKLET

 Virginia Tomac (vtomac@msn.com)



        531-2621


The purpose of the Ministry Booklet is for our parishioners to get involved in their church community by volunteering or joining a ministry. The booklet identifies the different ministries available with a brief summary of their purpose. The Ministry Booklet is reviewed and updated on an annual basis and the time commitment is related to the process of seeking changes in information from the ministry leaders and making revisions to the booklet.   The annual update process starts in July and is completed in September.

MINISTRY OF CONSOLATION

Barbara Hanson (bhanson2964@comcast.net)                                           464-9761

The Ministry of Consolation serves newly bereaved parishioners and their families. We offer healing support through cards, letters, and phone calls to offer assistance to the family in any way they may need. Our purpose is to acknowledge the loss of a loved one and to let the family know they are part of a caring community of faith who supports them during this difficult time. The responsibilities of the ministry are divided among its members and is not a time consuming commitment. If you would like to learn more about this ministry please call Barbara Hanson at 464-9761.

MINISTRY OF PARISH NURSES

Cheryl Wasemann







464-3036

The Mission of St. Paul Parish Nurses is to promote health and wellness by utilizing their gifts of faith, education, and prayer.  Parish Nurses have been commissioned by Christ, motivated by the Holy Spirit and called by their baptism to gratefully offer these gifts to the parishioners of our church.  Please contact the Parish office at 464-4831 and they will refer your needs. If you are a nurse, please consider joining this ministry that meets for one hour on a monthly basis. This is an opportunity for nurses to give of their time and talent to the parishioners of St. Paul Church. All nurse parishioners are welcome to join this ministry.

OASIS CLUB

Diane Androskaut







464-7848                     The Oasis Club is a social and charitable organization for women.  The club offers friendship, fun, support for the parish and community, and reaffirmation of its members’ commitment to Christian values and ideas.  Our social activities include monthly dinner meetings, an annual Family Mass, a Craft auction, a Banquet, and our annual Fashion Show.  The club meets September through May, on the third Tuesday of each month at Saint Paul Social Hall.  Membership is open to all women of the parish.

OUTDOOR ADVENTURERS (Adult)

 KarenMalecha(karmal949@hotmail.com)                                                     464-9506
Faith, friendship, fun; Experiencing and appreciating the beauty of God's creation with a thankful and grateful heart; various outdoor activities are scheduled on a Saturday or Sunday; hiking, biking, skiing, etc. All adults are invited to participate.

REGISTRATION MINISTRY

Alton and Laurie Custer                                                                                464-2096

Our committee provides new parishioners a convenient way to register as members of St. Paul Church after each weekend Mass. We welcome the new members, answer questions and provide each person or family with an envelope filled with information about our parish and its ministries. Please join the Registration Team! The commitment is for a short time after the Mass of your choice and often only once each month. Please call Alton or Laurie Custer for more information at 464-2096.

SAINT PAUL MEN’S CLUB

John Mekola (jmekola@yahoo.com) 

477-5208-Home     252-2632-Cell                                        

Saint Paul Men’s Club is a social organization with a forty-year history of service to Saint Paul Church. We meet on the second Wednesday of each month at 7:30pm, in the lower level of Saint Agnes Center. Our meetings run from September to June. We would like to extend an invitation to join us at our meetings. This invitation extends to any man who is a parishioner or spouse of a parishioner at Saint Paul Church. Newly registered members of our parish are especially welcome. Each year we organize a number of events that contribute to the social, spiritual, educational, and recreational betterment of our members. These events include the Fish Fry, Children’s Christmas Party, Easter Egg Hunt, and Golf Outing. Through various fundraisers such as the Popcorn Festival Tent, we are able to disperse funds at the end of each year to worthy causes and charities that address the needs of our church and community.

SENIORS GROUP

Virginia Tomac (vtomac@msn.com)



               531-2621

This group is a social group that is open to all parishioners; their family members and friends age 55 and older. This is a ministry that is focused on promoting socialization for the seniors of St. Paul Church. Monthly luncheon socials are on the second Tuesday of the month in the social hall. The only requirement to participate in this group is the age requirement of 55 or older. We are looking for all seniors that want to get out of the house and meet new people.  Please consider joining the activities of the St. Paul Seniors Group.

SOCIAL COMMITTEE

Madonna Thelen                                                                                                 464-9534

If you enjoy having fun planning parties, this committee is for you.  Presently we host the annual ethnic dinner, Taste of St. Paul.  The evening is a celebration of our heritage and cultural diversity.  It is a delicious dinner and a very enjoyable evening.  We hope you will join us.

WELCOMING COMMITTEE

Deacon David and Jan Bergstedt





464-3994

The mission of the Welcoming Committee is to enrich the overall hospitality offered by Saint Paul Parish.  The committee is a visionary group, working on forming and implementing new ideas to create a welcoming environment for our parish community and visitors. We have established The Greeting Team, The Registration Team, and St. Paul Dinner Groups. The Welcoming Committee meets 5 to 6 times a year to plan and develop new ideas.  We welcome new members who have the gift of hospitality.

YOUNG ADULTS

Mary Kane Mauer (1855stpaulcathchurch@live.com)                          464-4831, ext 235

There are approximately 2400 young adult Catholics in their 20s and 30s, married and single, who are registered parishioners in our parish. Theology on Tap was created in 1981 in Chicago as an outreach to young adults to provide opportunities to talk about faith issues and how they relate to everyday living in a casual, informal setting. Sessions generally include socialization, presentation, input, discussion, conversation, and a question and answer period. “Theology on Tap meetings keep your faith on your mind during the work week, rather than just focusing on God on Sundays.” If you are interested in planning Theology on Tap events at St. Paul, please contact Mary for more information.

PEACE, SOCIAL JUSTICE AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMISSION

APOSTOLIC AND HUNGER

Julie Collins 








464-9349

The program relies on donated food items from the parish and assembles food for families in need at Thanksgiving and Christmas. The program sponsors a truck to Appalachia, which is filled with donated items. The donated food items are solicited from the parish beginning in October. The truck to Appalachia is typically loaded the Sunday before Christmas and taken to a center for families in need in Morehead, Kentucky. Volunteers are needed for this ministry to donate food items and sort food items that are collected each weekend. We also need volunteers to help distribute food at Christmas and Thanksgiving. The dates of distribution for 2009 are November 23rd and December 18th.

CLOTHING CENTER

 Louise Tucker, Manager





          462-0074

Saint Paul Clothing Center has served the community for over 30 years by providing free clothing to those in need.  The Center accepts donations of clothing and linens and other small household items.  The director and volunteers’ sort, hang, size and display the clothing to provide a comfortable atmosphere for clients to shop.  Clothing sizes range from infant through adult.  Currently the Center serves over 1700 households.  The list continues to grow annually. Clients shop on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday from 1:00-4:00 p.m. and on Thursday and Saturday from 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. closed on Fridays.  Volunteers work mornings and early evenings, as well as during shopping hours.  The drop-off is open for donations during these hours. The drop off shed is open additional hours. Clients learn about the Center through newspaper articles, flyers, other clients, referrals by organizations and churches throughout Porter County. Volunteers are from Saint Paul Church and other churches in the community.  Some clients are volunteers. People may also call with larger size items such as furniture and appliances.  These items are matched by phone to clients with this need.  Sponsoring families or individuals during Christmas is also done at the Center.

DIVORCE AND BEYOND SUPPORT GROUP

Mary Kane Mauer (1855stpaulcathchurch@live.com)                     464-4831, ext 235
Hope and healing have been found by participating in a ten week Divorce and Beyond self-help group. Facilitators provide support and understanding within a safe and caring environment where participants can feel free to share experiences, feelings, and insights with others in a similar situation. Catholics and members of other churches are invited to participate in these hope filled sessions.

FOOD PANTRY MINISTRY
Julie Collins








464-9349

Food pantry ministry started in 2007 to help the Christian Food Pantry of Valparaiso in providing assistance to community residents in need. The pantry provides assistance to Valparaiso residents only. First weekend of every month, St. Paul has a food collection for the specific items needed by the food pantry. You may also volunteer to work at the pantry on a Monday or Wednesday morning from 10-12pm. If you would like to volunteer please call Julie Collins at 464-9349.

HELPING HANDS

 John Angyus
(jangyus@comcast.net)                                                         464-8335

Helping Hands serves parishioners who are in need of a ride to church.   Five drivers are assigned to each parishioner that needs a ride to church.  This means each driver will only drive once every five weeks. A driving schedule is mailed to each driving team member and to the parishioner they are driving. If a scheduling conflict occurs for the driver, he may trade with any member of his driving team. If you need a ride to church or if you would like to be a member of the driving team, please contact John Angyus.

HURRICANE RELIEF

Tom Jessen (tfjessen@hotmail.com)                                                             462-7423

The committee was formed to respond to the needs of victims of Hurricane Katrina. Monetary donations are sent to a parish in Biloxi, Mississippi. The committee keeps in touch with the parish and determines their needs.

MINISTRY OF HOSPICE

 Jean Ernst








464-2937

Hospice is a program of the Visiting Nurse Association of Porter County, Indiana, Inc.

According to the VNA “the goal of Hospice is to enable terminally ill patients to live life as fully as possible with a spirit of hope and a sense of personal satisfaction and worth.”  When the new hospice building opened to patients in February of 2002 Saint Paul’s learned of the great need for people to cook breakfast and to serve lunch to patients.  From this need a Ministry of Hospice was founded.   Our direction is from Matthew 25:35-40. Our Ministry Prayer is: Dear Lord, We thank you for all your people who have answered your call to help the sick and dying.  Let us hear and feel your words.  Help us to see Christ in each patient, family member and in all the people we work with.  Let us treat each of them as we would treat you.  We ask this in Christ name. Amen

Each volunteer works one day each month from 8:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

NURSING HOME MINISTRY   

Katherine McGinley, all five nursing homes



462-8480

Mildred Graham, Life Care (m3213@verizon.net))


462-8665

Yolanda Carlos, Willows and Golden Living (jycarlos@verizon.net)

464-3642

Valerie Dumas, Willows and Golden Living



464-1715

Mary Moser, Whispering Pine, Valparaiso Rehab


462-6857

Volunteer members who visit five homes in Valparaiso serve the Nursing Home Ministry.  The celebration of the Mass is celebrated at one of the homes each Wednesday of the month.  Rosary and communion is at each home during the week.  During Lent, The Stations of the Cross are read.  All five homes receive the Eucharist on the first Friday of each month. Anointing takes place twice a year.  We remember the resident’s birthdays with a small gift and a card.  Depending on the budget, Christmas and Easter may also be remembered.  Donations cover most of the cost, but we are always grateful for further support.  The blessings are many when you visit the ill, lonely, and those who feel forgotten.  Please think about joining this ministry.  Don’t wait; you are needed.

RESPECT LIFE 

Rosemarie Stith (richard.stith@valpo.edu)                                              464-2351

Pope John Paul II’s Encyclical Letter, The Gospel of Life, is the foundation of the Respect Life Committee.  Through a careful study of this encyclical, the committee will address all life issues from natural conception to natural death.  The teachings of The Gospel of Life will be promoted through education, political action and pastoral care.  It is our hope to help change society into one that respects all human life.  Meetings are held the first Wednesday of every month at 7:00 p.m. in the Clothing Center Meeting Room.   

SAINT AGNES ADULT DAY SERVICE CENTER

 Barb Kubiszak, Director (stagnescntr@yahoo.com)


477-5433

Saint Agnes Adult Day Service Center provides a program of social, recreational, and health activities in a group setting.  This service allows the participant to maintain or improve their level of functioning and remain at home.  Respite is offered for those families and caregivers that are responsible for a loved one who cannot be left alone during the day and yet does not require 24-hour nursing care in an institution.  Adult day service participants include adults who are physically impaired, socially isolated, in need of assistance with personal care, memory impaired, or limited in their ability to function independently in the community.  Saint Agnes also provides intergenerational activities with the local community schools and Tiny Tim’s Child Center.

At the present time, Saint Agnes has ten paid staff members and over 75 volunteers.  All volunteers are required to complete a 24-hour Program Assistant course before they are permitted to work at the Center.  

Clients may attend Saint Agnes on a daily basis.  The daily fee includes a hot lunch, provided by Meals on Wheels, and two snacks.  Saint Agnes is open Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

SAINT VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY

George Kramer (gakvalpo@aol.com)



          263-8142

Inspired by Gospel values, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, a Catholic lay organization, leads men and women to join together to grow spiritually by offering person-to-person service to the needy and suffering in the tradition of its founder, Blessed Frederic Oznam, and patron, St. Vincent de Paul. One hour meetings are held on Mondays every other week from 6:30 to 7:30 P. M. in the meeting room of the Clothing Center.

MARJORIE CLIFFORD SENIOR CIRCLE                                                                          
Virginia Tomac (vtomac@msn.com)                                                         531-2621

The Senior Circle is a ministry initiated as a result of the benevolence of Marjorie Clifford to meet the needs of registered senior parishioners of St. Paul Church. (As defined by this ministry a senior citizen is anyone 65 years or older).  This ministry will attempt to reach out to seniors in need of home repairs, yard maintenance, transportation to doctor appointment or shopping.  Seniors in need of assistance may call Virginia Tomac.

SPIRITUALITY AND WORSHIP COMMISSION

ALTAR AND ROSARY SOCIETY

Alta Slagle, President





          464-4831

The Altar and Rosary Society serves God and cares for the altar and its furnishings.  Our first objective is the spiritual development of the entire membership.  The Society also imparts to the members the full knowledge of what pertains to the Altar and Sanctuary, the Mass, the Missal, and the Sacraments. The meetings are held in the evening of the second Tuesday of each month -September through May.  A Mass or recitation of the rosary precedes all meetings.

ALTAR SERVERS

 Brenda Stanczak(stanczak242@comcast.net)

                        462-1920                                                                                           

Altar Servers assist the priest during the Mass.  Any boy or girl 5th grade or older may become an Altar Server.  All servers must participate in a training session offered annually at St. Paul Church.  The opportunity is also available for a parent to serve with their child.

BLUE ARMY OF OUR LADY OF FATIMA

Mary Moser








462-6857

 The Blue Army of Our Lady of Fatima has been a national instrument of the Church since 1950.  The Blue Army was founded to carry out the intentions of our Blessed Mother of prayer, penance, and sacrifice.  Many long-lasting friendships have developed through participation in the Blue Army Rosary and prayers.  We gather in a group of two or more in front of the Blessed Sacrament to pray for the Pope, the Church, world peace, conversion, reparation, and personal intentions.  Prayer meetings are held Monday and Wednesday after the 7:00 a.m. Mass, Monday at 1:30 p.m., and Friday at 9:00 a.m., in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel located in Saint Paul Church.  We invite anyone to establish your own group as long as there are two or more to a group.

CHARISMATIC PRAYER MEETING

 Rosemary LePell                                                     



462-2044

In our prayer meeting, we invite the Holy Spirit and desire to surrender to His leading. With the beginning songs of praise and thanks we enter into an awareness of God’s Presence. We pay homage to Our King in songs, which give way to rightful awe in the magnificence of Him who we adore. We pray spontaneously from the heart (either silently or out loud). We allow the Holy Spirit to direct our words and thoughts. We make a joyful noise unto the Lord! Then we share the wonder of God working in our lives and in the many ways His Presence is made known to us in the small things and the difficult things of daily life. We acknowledge our failings and seek prayerful support for our needs and the needs of others. We pray for much and we ask boldly in Jesus’ name. When we recognize the Christ in each other we are blessed. We are blessed by the “earthly touch” of “Christ in the flesh”. We are “Christ’s body”. So we seek to live it! Read Psalm 103. Praise Him with us!

Meets: 1st Tuesday of the Month at 7:00 pm in the lower level of Tiny Tim Development Center. Contact Rosie LePell for more information.

ENVIRONMENT AND ART

Colleen Guyer







477-4670

Arlene Lynch
(arlene-valpoblue@comcast.net)



464-8291

The Environment and Art ministry mission is to enhance the interior of the church in an artful and spiritual manner using banners or other materials and following the liturgical calendar. We focus particularly on Advent, Christmas, Lent and Easter as well as other events. Decorating is done a day or two before the season begins. If you are creative or just enjoy decorating you would enjoy this ministry. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION/INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUP

Rick or Jessica Clements (mpjm99@verizon.net)


            548-7310

Members of the Eucharistic Adoration/Intercessory Prayer Group spend at least one hour per week praying in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament in the Eucharistic Chapel behind the main altar in church. They pray for our parish and for petitions that people have written in the prayer book located on the podium behind the statue of St. Joseph in the church. Members also pray in thanksgiving to God for His many blessings. 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

 Gerry Ventura (gerrybonj@aol.com)




462-0726

 Colleen Guyer







477-4670

Eucharistic Ministers help distribute the Body and Blood of Christ at all Sunday Masses, nursing homes, and the private homes of shut-ins. Those who are called to this ministry attend an instructional meeting held after the Ministry Fair or schedule private instructions at other times during the year. After being trained, all Eucharistic Ministers are commissioned prior to being scheduled. Each minister is scheduled to serve every two to three weeks, depending on the Mass they select.


FAMILY ROSARY AND SCRIPTURE

 David and Holly Brandewie





464-9710

George and Sue Livarchik (slivarchik@comcast.net)


462-0613

Families of the parish meet weekly on Wednesday evenings from 7:00-8:30 p.m. to offer petitions and pray the rosary together.  The five decades of the rosary are lead in prayer by the children.  Following the rosary recitation, the children enjoy a social hour together while the adults may read and discuss the upcoming Sunday scripture readings.  The group rotates homes on a volunteer basis.  New families are welcome.

HOSPITAL EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

Jo Anne Rosenow  (jrosenow@verizon.net)


             707-0881

Hospital Eucharistic Ministers visit all Catholic hospital patients at Porter Memorial Hospital every Saturday.  They return on Sunday to administer Communion to all Catholics patients who choose to receive Eucharist.  Patients need to verify that the hospital has identified them as Catholic. Volunteers should have previous experience as Eucharistic Ministers at St. Paul.    

LECTORS

Greta Kramer-Fax#548-8600(gretavalpo@aol.com)                                  548-8500

Lucille Freeman







 462-8878
Lectors are scheduled on a weekly basis for all Masses except the LIFE Teen evening Mass.  All lectors receive a workbook and attend a training program.  Lectors read the Word of God during Masses on Holy Days, Saturday and Sunday. 

MARY’S ROSARY MAKERS OF ST. PAUL CHURCH

Theresa Dougherty







462-0269

Florence Jenkins







531-2565

Pauline Creutzburg
                                                                                    464-4540

On January 3, 1995, three ladies met at a member’s house to begin an apostolate to honor Jesus and Mary through making, praying and donating rosaries, then sending them to all countries of the world.  Prison ministries, Missions, Pro-Life groups, and armed services also receive these rosaries made by our now 30-members group. You can see our efforts displayed on the four bulletin boards at our Church.  Our meetings are held in the Meeting Room behind the Clothing Center on the second and fourth Thursdays of each month (weather permitting), from 1:00-3:00 p.m.  Children accompanied by a parent may help during school vacations.  Supplies are available at our meetings.  Rosaries are made primarily at home. Periodically our rosaries are offered for sale.  A raffle and other donations help to defray our costs.  New members are welcome and will be taught the method of rosary making.  

MUSIC

Dr. Stephen Schnurr, Director (music@stpaulvalpo.org)                                              531-0922

Saint Paul Church offers a variety of opportunities for parishioners to be involved in the music of their church.  There are choirs available for parishioners above the age of six.  All choirs are open to volunteers without audition.  Rehearsals for all groups are held in the Church Choir Room.  The choirs are as follows:

Children’s Choir (for grades 1 through 4) sings for selected Sunday 10:00 a.m. Masses, plus Christmas Eve 4:00 p.m. Mass.  This choir rehearses Monday evenings, 5:15-6:00 p.m., September through Easter.  New members are accepted in September or January.

Junior Choir (for grades 5 through 8) sings for selected Sunday 10:00 a.m. Masses, plus Christmas Eve 4:00 p.m. Mass.  This choir rehearses Wednesday evenings, 5:15-6:15 p.m., September through Easter.  New members are accepted in September or January.

Adult Choir sings for Sunday 10:00 a.m. Mass each week.  This choir rehearses Wednesday evenings, 6:45-8:30 p.m., mid-September through late May.  New members for 2010-2011 are accepted in September and October only, unless otherwise approved by the Director of Music.  The Choir plans its fourth tour to Europe for June 2011, with singing engagements in Warsaw and Krakow, Poland, and in Prague, Czech Republic.  Further details, itinerary, and costs are available by contacting the Director of Music or checking the parish website.

Resurrection Choir sings for funerals, with rehearsals held 45 minutes before a funeral.  Participants need to have a somewhat flexible calendar of availability, and this may be convenient for persons who cannot attend an evening rehearsal.  New members are accepted at any time of the year, with prior consultation with the Director of Music.

Cantors are needed for Saturday 5:30 p.m. and Sunday 8:00 a.m. and Noon Masses; prospective Cantors are required to have an audition with the Director of Music.  Auditions may be scheduled at any time of the year, except Advent and Lent.

PARENTS OFFERING PRAYER

Lori Page (valpopage@verizonnet)                                                              548-2933

Rick Clements (mpjm99@verizon.net)                                                        548-7310

Lift up our school in prayer! Parents Offering Prayer is a group that meets after daily Mass every Tuesday when school is in session. We pray for all Saint Paul Catholic School faculty and staff by name each week and pray for the students by name, three grades at a time, each week as well. We meet in the school conference room from 8:30-9:30 Tuesday mornings. We follow a format of praise, thanksgiving and intercessions. Help build up the school community as well as your spiritual life! Join us Tuesday mornings! You are welcome to bring your younger children along with you. “For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” Matthew 18:20 


    

Prayer Shawl Ministry

Deena Pidrak (dmprnbsn@comcast.net)




364-0655

The Prayer shawl offers tangible evidence to those for whom we are praying for. A prayer shawl can be given in the time of sadness such as death of a loved one or illness. A prayer shawl can also be given in times of great joy such as a wedding, birth, christening, graduation, and etc. Women and Men of all ages who knit, crochet or sew are welcome.  Those who would like to learn this skill are welcome to join as well. We meet the last Friday of every month at 9:30am Donations of new or used yarn is greatly appreciated. If someone you know is in need of a prayer shawl please call us. 

ROSARY DEVOTION

Theresa Dougherty







462-0269

During the month of October the Rosary is prayed on all Sundays following the 8 a.m. Mass beginning promptly at 9:15 a.m. in the Queen of Apostles Chapel.  All are invited to participate. The Rosary is prayed after the 7 a.m. Mass daily, and after the Saturday 9:30 a.m. Mass in the Queen of Apostles Chapel.  All are invited to participate.

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION

Sister Joyce Diltz, PHJC (bethanyrh@sbcglobal.net)          

398-5047

Within each of us lies the desire to find meaning beyond the moment…to discover our true selves…to grow closer to God and to one another. A spiritual director can help you satisfy that longing. Spiritual direction is a one-on-one reflective conversation with a trained spiritual director that provides the opportunity to reflect together on the relationships, the events, and the inner stirrings of one’s life in an effort to recognize God’s presence and action so we can respond more fully and grow in relationship with God. Ordinarily one engages in spiritual direction about once a month. Sister Joyce Diltz, PHJC is available for spiritual direction appointments at St. Paul’s two times a month. To schedule a 50-minute session, call her at Bethany Retreat House, 219-398-5047. There is a fee for each session. 

USHERS

Hubert Hoffman (HEH636971@aol.com)




464-4792

Barry Kiernan







462-7349

The role of the Usher is to welcome and assist parishioners and guests during all Masses.  Ushers greet and help seat parishioners. Ushers take up the collections and direct the flow of people receiving Communion when requested.  After Masses the ushers distribute weekly bulletins and other publications.  Organizational meetings are conducted periodically.  Women as well as men are welcomed as Ushers in this Ministry. Ushers should wear appropriate clothing “Fit” for weekend Masses. 

Vocations Committee ministry

Jo Anne Rosenow (jrosenow@verizon.net)                                              707-0881

In faith, we believe that vocations to ordained ministry and consecrated religious life are gifts from God to the recipient and to the Church. The Church is called support, esteem, and love this gift. The duty of fostering priestly and religious vocations falls on the whole Christian community. The mission of the PARISH VOCATION MINISTRY is to empower men and women to discern God’s call to ordained ministry and religious life through activities that promote, increase awareness, educate and facilitate relationships.

Women of Grace

Terri Collins (tac50mecl@verizon.net)                                                           548-8846

Full of Grace is a ten-week program designed especially for women 18 years and older, offered in the fall, which meets 2 hours per week. In this program you explore the great call and gift of your femininity. With Blessed Virgin Mary as your exemplar, you meet some of the great women Saints, learn from the wisdom and guidance of Holy Mother Church, and begin to unpack the treasures of Sacred Scripture. The materials we use are Full of Grace Women and The Abundant Life along with its workbook. It is helpful to have available The Catechism of The Catholic Church and a Bible. Participants are welcome to share in this experience as often as they like. 

STEWARDSHIP, ADMINISTRATION, AND FINANCE COMMISSION

BUILDING AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE

John Satti (sattifamily@verizon.net)                                                             476-1588

The members of this ministry are parishioners with a construction background.  Our duties are maintenance, preventative maintenance, parish needs, maintenance staffing for the existing St. Paul buildings and grounds and the new Education Center.  We meet once a month in the parish conference center.

CEMETERY  

ParishOffice(Alta Slagle)                                                                                  464-4831
Saint Paul Cemetery is self-supporting by virtue of the cemetery sales.  The cemetery is located on Sturdy Road, south of Graceland and Maplewood Cemeteries.  The site includes a chapel and a Columbarium for cremains.  The beauty of this location belongs to the many varieties of the large old trees. Mass is celebrated every year on Memorial Day at the cemetery altar. Anyone interested in more information may call the parish office at 464-4831.

FINANCE COMMITTEE

 Parish Office








464-4831

The Parish Finance committee assists in reviewing the status of all parish financial reports and budgets.  The committee meets quarterly and as necessary as part of the approval process for projects to be submitted to the Bishop.

GARDEN CLUB

 Peter Svetcoff






            464-1123

Saint Paul Garden Club helps maintain the church grounds.  We care for the flowerbeds along the main driveway and all of the church door entrances.  We plant new flowers in the spring, perform general garden maintenance in the summer, and have a fall cleanup.  Volunteers work one to two hours every three to four weeks with flexible hours.  Those with and without “green thumbs” are welcome, as are all age groups.

MONEY COUNTERS

Susan Hasier (rasupets@csinet.net)




  462-4158

Our purpose is to record donations received in church envelopes so that parishioners receive proper credit for their monetary donations to St. Paul Catholic Church and to prepare accurate deposits. Money counting teams empty the envelopes, record amount if not already indicated, count all money and tally all checks, and prepare bank deposits for each mass. There are several teams and also others who are substitutes. Teams are scheduled approximately once every 8 weeks to count. Teams count on Sunday mornings and are finished after the noon mass. It varies, but normally it is about a 3-hour commitment once every 8-9 weeks. Substitutes are contacted by a money counter who may not be able to be there on the weekend their team counts.  Contact Susan Hasier with any questions. If interested, please contact the church office at 464-4831.

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE

 Alta Slagle (altaslagle@yahoo.com)                                                               464-4831                                                                          

The committee engages in a process to deepen the understanding that all is God’s and none is ours. This process is ongoing defined by an active, praying membership.  Our priority is the education of and the formation of Stewardship.  Stewardship requires a change of heart, a conversion to follow Jesus without counting the cost.  The committee’s vehicles for the education and formation are: The Ministry Fair for Time and Talent, Bulletin announcements, Stewardship of Prayer, and the Stewardship of Treasure.  All parishioners are invited to join these dedicated Disciples of Christ.  No time commitment is required of members.

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS

BIRTHRIGHT

 Sarah Beke, Director





Office: 462-3502










Home: 476-1640

This group strives to protect the unborn baby by offering aid to women in crisis pregnancies.  Birthright offers counseling, health services, free pregnancy testing, maternity clothes, and help finding a doctor.  Volunteers are trained to answer the phone, meet with clients, raise funds, and more.  This ministry originated at St. Paul Parish and has grown to become an ecumenical community ministry.  Birthright is located at 409 East Lincolnway, Valparaiso.  The office hours are Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m..
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