As I meditated on Hebrews Chapters 5 & 6, I found myself overwhelmed.  Overwhelmed because there is so much said about  two small chapters and overwhelmed because what was said really spoke to my heart.  The author continues to warn and encourage Christians to continue in the faith…he is frustrated with their spiritual immaturity and their habit of living on just the basics of faith.
As a servant of God, Christ suffered through His entire humiliation...he was completely and unquestioningly submissive to the will of the Father. What a beautiful lesson in the requirement of obedience! He hungered, he was a tempted, suffering, dying Jesus.  He set an example, not only to pray, but to be fervent in prayer.  Because He has lived as one of us, He knows and understands us even more. He can relate to anything we deal with in life. As He walked this earth, Jesus showed what it means to be human in a fallen world. He paid His dues, shed tears for our troubles, and still held reverence for, trust and obedience to God the Father. Christ has left us an example of humble obedience to the will of God, especially in our afflictions and heartaches.  His obedience in our nature encourages our attempts to obey and for us to expect support and comfort under all temptations and sufferings.  Jesus’ Passion reminds us that even in our darkest of valleys God deserves our utmost reverence, respect and obedience.  
The author continues to challenge our spiritual maturity…he asked then as he asks now what have you done with your faith?  That question resonates in my heart, perhaps so, because God Himself is frustrated by the slowness of my faith.  He has shown His power, mercy, love and saving grace over and over in my life…I have seen and tasted His goodness but are we all where He wants us to be?  Much is expected from those to whom much is given.  He wants us to reach a spiritual maturity where not only do we know who Christ is, but His impact has gone deep and has occupied all aspects of our life and faith.  Life is ALL about Him…not about our own ideas and perceptions.  It demands that not only do we listen to God and His word but that our faith be real, personal, fully transformed and that we become fully engaged followers of Christ.  A call is given that if we know Christ, we grow in Christ and in doing so, help others to grow in theirs….and if we want to be used by God as a tool to impact our community, we must be eating the solid food and sharing it with others.
The need for spiritual maturity is necessary for our ability to deal with the confusion of the complex and sinful world we live in.  Matters of right and wrong do not always appear as checkerboard squares of black and white, there are many gray areas where the proper discovery of what is right and wrong can be far more difficult. We are in this world as a boat at sea during a storm and in danger of being cast away.  We need an anchor to keep us sure and steady. The more we know, the more responsibility we have and the better understanding we have for defending our faith in the onslaughts of this world.  The more we commune with God, the more He communes with us and thus becoming of good use to God in the lives of others.  If we refuse to grow, if we turn from what He has called us to do, if we allow the weeds to take up His precious room in our minds and souls and if we disobey His plan for us then we humiliate Christ and bring shame to his principles and call.  
Jesus teaches us what it means to walk by faith and as we face this world that at times can be so dark and sad…we need to rejoice that we serve a faithful God.  Our God is a God of promises….a God that keeps His Word.  He has given us His oath and promise-His unchangeable love and presence so that we can have courage and confidence in Him and the faith and life He gives.  We have a God who cares, and in whom we can have assurance and take refuge.  He is personal and trustworthy…our faith is secured by His oath and promise. He is the God who is here, here with you now, knowing you and carrying you through the ups and downs of life. He walked our life on our behalf, defeated death and sin, and now we all have a True Lord and are anchored to Him as Savior; we can go directly to Him, because he knows us, loves us, and will minister to us now and forevermore.
Let us pray….

Eternal Savior, who knows what lays ahead in our lives, we come to You for Your gracious help.  Allow us to see that there is advantage in our weakness, blessing in our pain and freedom in trusting and obeying Your perfect will. In Your precious name we pray… AMEN. 
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