I will begin with these passages from this week’s lesson

 Colossians Chapter 2 verses 2,3 & 6,7

That their hearts may be encouraged as they are knit together in love, to have all the riches of assured understanding and knowledge of God’s mystery, of CHRIST, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. As therefore you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so live in Him, rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.

Like most scripture, when I read these words they sound so powerful and encouraging that I feel like I could do anything.

Then a few moments later I think; oh my GOD what if I try to be bold like Paul and fail? What would I do then? Or even more frightening; what if I succeed?   What would I do next?  So many times I sit and do nothing.

I believe we all have our share of doubts and that is exactly what satan wants.  He wants us to be ineffective in sharing the knowledge and the love of Christ with others. He knows our inaction is just the thing he needs to plant further doubt in our hearts.

 You know the saying “Idle hands are the devil’s playground”.  Pretty soon he has us believing we’re better off indulging in earthly pleasures. 

But this doubt, he tries to fool us with, is nowhere near as powerful as the strength we get from reading, sharing and understanding the word of GOD.

 I want to emphasis SHARING AND UNDERSTANDING because just reading and getting that warm fuzzy feeling isn’t enough. It takes all of us to work together to build up the body of Christ here on earth; no one can go it alone. Paul recognized and understood this. That is why he was so effective in delivering a message that encouraged community support.

There IS strength in numbers and this is why we come together to SHARE the Word and increase our understanding; to offer encouragement to each other just as Paul encouraged the churches in his day.

  Paul WAS also man of action. He didn’t just talk the talk, he walked the walk. He knew that without constantly sharing the Word and acting on it, our human weakness would let us lapse back into inaction. And this is just what satan is waiting for. 

By constantly studying scripture and keeping it alive in our hearts we fill our hearts with only that which is good & true and push aside all the doubt, which does not promote Christ’s love. We strengthen our desire to do good and to put it into practice.

In closing, remember as we gather here tonight to share our knowledge of scripture, we must always be ready to encourage and to be encouraged. We must always be ready to teach others not by mere words but by living the Word.  And LIVING the Word IS the most important part, because after all, the Word is Jesus Christ.

Let us pray:

Lord, speak to each one of us with words of encouragement in the quiet of our hearts. Erase the doubt of the evil one. Let your Word live and grow in us. Make us ready at a moments notice when YOU call us to action and may we always be thankful when you choose us for the task at hand.

Amen

