This week’s meditation, does not pertain to chapter 7, but instead should help us prepare for the return of our Lord as we journey through Lent. Preparing for Easter gives us a better understanding of our relationship with God and our brothers and sisters.

Lent should make us uncomfortable with our spiritual status quo and encourage us to change our hearts to be more like Christ.

That being said, it’s titled ……..“Betraying the Savior”

I've never put much thought into Judas' betrayal of Jesus until recently when it came to mind. For me, it's just been one of those Bible stories that I've always known: Judas betrayed Jesus, and that led to his crucifixion. There isn't much more to it than that…or is there?

As I thought more deeply, I realized that this betrayal could only have happened because Judas was close to Jesus. He wasn't simply some random person who had been in one of the many cities and towns in which Jesus had preached, but he was someone in Jesus' inner circle. He spent time with him, learning from him, getting to know him. 
Can you imagine the hurt that Jesus must have felt; knowing one of his closest friends had turned on him? What kinds of thoughts must have gone through his head? Did he think "How could he do this to me? He was my friend. I trusted him." 

Judas may have thought he was doing the right thing or he may have been tempted by the Evil one for the love of money. He may have thought that by selling Jesus out it would force Jesus to step up and be the Messiah that everyone was expecting. 

But that's not what happened. Judas' plan went wrong; it sent Jesus to the cross instead of to the throne of Israel. Judas tried to force God’s plan according to his own ideas.

Whether or not either of these is the reason for betraying Jesus, I feel sorry for him.
 In Matthew's relating of the story, we see the following from Mathew 27: 3-5 
It says….. When Judas, saw that Jesus was condemned, he repented and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders.  Judas said, "I have sinned by betraying innocent blood." But they said, "What is that to us? See to it yourself." Throwing down the pieces of silver in the temple, he departed; and he went and hanged himself.

I feel sorry for him because after all the time he spent with Jesus, he failed to understand what Jesus was teaching about forgiveness and God’s mercy. He failed to seek forgiveness and chose to end his life.

In Hebrews 2 we see a warning to pay attention.

From verses 1-3

Therefore we must pay the closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it. For the message declared by angels is valid and every transgression or disobedience received a just retribution. How shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation?
We see that Judas tried to make things right again by bringing back the money, he admitted that he was wrong. But he never asked to be forgiven.
But, if one of the reasons Jesus died was for the forgiveness of our sins, then doesn't it stand to reason that Judas is included in that? Would God have forgiven everyone but Judas? 

More important is the question. How many times have I betrayed Jesus? It’s a question I do not like to think about. Yet I just can’t ignore it and hope my sins go away. Quite the contrary, lent is the time for me to focus on what I am doing or not doing to become a better person. It will require hard work and honesty on my part. It’s time to stop thinking about Judas and concentrate on my own faults. If I want to call myself a true friend of Jesus I have a long way to go so I better get started now.

Again from

 Mathew 27:4

"I have sinned by betraying innocent blood."
As you meditate on these words, think of the times you betrayed Jesus. Ask for forgiveness and receive God’s mercy, unburden yourself as you continue your Lenten journey.

PAUSE
Let us pray:

Lord you have the power to change hearts, heal spirits and save souls. Help ME become the disciple of love and forgiveness. Help me imitate you in every way so others won’t be betrayed. Help me be your true friend. Lord Jesus Christ forgive me.

