Meditation for Hebrews Chapters 10 and 11

As I started to read the Chapters for tonight’s study I was captivated by the author’s words of sacrifice, love, endurance, and hope.  When I got into chapter 11 and continued to read I was in awe over the stories of the saints and martyrs of the Old Testament.  I felt called to read that chapter several times.  At first I thought God was trying to tell me to slow down and stop trying to rush through the study. However, as I continued to reread the chapter I felt God drawing me to one thing- one word.  The more I read the greater the conviction became.  FAITH.  What was God trying to tell me?  FAITH.  I believe in God, I believe in Jesus as His Son and my Savior, I believe in the power of the Holy Spirit.  FAITH.  OK- I go to church, I’m involved in the parish, and I try to be a good person.  FAITH.  As that word was reiterated several times I started to feel its true weight upon my heart. FAITH.   “Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, that they might rise again to a better life.”  FAITH. “Others suffered mocking and scourging, and even chains and imprisonment.  FAITH.  I continued to read- then started to cry.  They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword…”  FAITH.  Do I have that in me? 

Several months ago I was faced with a trying dilemma. I saw a good friend of mine going down the wrong path- making bad choices.  I had tried many times to sugar coat the error of her ways and guide her down the right path.  Finally I just lifted it up in prayer.  Night after night I prayed that God would open her heart and somehow get her to see the light of truth.  One night God answered my prayer.  You know how they always say be careful what you wish for- well this was one of those instances. That night God spoke to my heart and revealed His will for me to approach her about her behavior.  I know that doesn’t sound like a huge undertaking but if you know me you know that I’m the kind of person that tries to avoid conflict any way possible.  My friend was in serious denial and He wanted ME to be the one to tell her to turn from her evil ways.  God was asking me to stand up and speak boldly not as her friend but as His follower and speak His word to her.  I knew that what He wanted me to say to her could potentially end our friendship and I was scared of that.  I wish I could stand here and tell you that as soon as He asked I said yes and went right to work- but that wasn’t so.  I cried, I pleaded, I prayed for God to do this some other way- to use someone else.  Then I surrendered.  I decided to trust and humble myself to His will and do as He asked.  Although it would be painful to potentially lose my friend I couldn’t turn my back on God and I still continue to rely on Him as He navigates me through this situation.

As I was reading the chapters for tonight that experience went through my mind.  It took me many days to finally submit to God’s will and with great complaint.  At first I was sad and ashamed to think that I didn’t have the kind of faith written about in Hebrews.  Faith like Abraham, who when asked by God to sacrifice his ONLY son, never pleaded, never cried, never questioned but by faith was ready to offer up Isaac.  Faith like Sarah who didn’t doubt or laugh when God promised her the power to conceive in her old age.  Then I realized that God is not calling me to have THEIR faith.   He’s continually perfecting my faith through the trials of life.  The stories of the martyrs and saints are not meant to shame us but to encourage us in our moments of struggle and doubt as our faith is tested and refined. 

What is FAITH?  Webster’s dictionary defines it as an allegiance to duty or a person and having complete trust.  Hebrews Chapter 11 tells us that “faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen”.  Last week we learned how God, through His great love for us, sent His only Son to serve as the mediator of the New Covenant.  Through the holy blood that Jesus sacrificed for us- our sins are atoned for.  Although we know this- why is it so hard to trust Him completely and to pledge our allegiance to Him and Him alone?  I believe the answer is fear.

As we learned from our study of Hebrews- in chapter 2- human nature COWERS from pain, privation, and death.  The devil knows the power that fear holds and he is always ready to wield this weapon. He tries to cripple us with fear and if we let it that can deter us from obeying God’s command.  Envision fear, if you will, like smoke. Usually we attribute smoke to fire. Think of the fire as the devil.  When fire breaks out usually what overcomes the victims first is the smoke.  If you stand around- it starts to cloud your vision first- making it difficult for you to make sense of what’s around.  Then it literally sucks the life out of you by denying you oxygen (your source of life).  Eventually the fire just consumes you.  This is how the devil works- he sends his smoke of fear and if we stand around and do nothing slowly but surely it becomes harder and harder to see God’s will.  Before you know it you are suffocating in the depths of sin.  

 So, you may ask, is it wrong to fear or to have doubt? Absolutely not.  Don’t you think it was scary for the martyrs who faced the swords and stones or for Moses who gave up a life of pleasure for abuse?  We learned early in our study that even Jesus feared death as a man.  However, He serves as our inspiration and guide on how to overcome that fear- by submitting to the reverential fear of God instead.  Chapter 10 tells us to “hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering for he who promised is faithful.”  If we learn to look beyond the fear we see clearly what God is able to do with the faithful.  He protected Noah from the flood, He protected and guided Abraham out of Egypt, He helped the Israelites across the Red Sea as if on dry land- how amazing is our God!!!

We were never promised that this life would be easy but we have to remain in faith for the promise of a better life not here but with our Father in heaven.  Chapter 10 tells us “for you have need of endurance so that you may do the will of God and receive what is promised”.  It’s ok to be afraid but don’t allow that fear to supersede the fear of God.  When you smell smoke don’t stand still- run and grab the wellspring of eternal life.  This life is temporary, our pain is temporary, our suffering is temporary but God is eternal!  Think of the many blessings you have received and are receiving.  That is nothing compared to what God has in store for you.  All you need is a little FAITH.

LET US PRAY:

HEAVENLY FATHER WE THANK YOU FOR THE PRIVELEDGE OF ALLOWING US TO DRAW CLOSER TO YOU THROUGH THE STUDY OF YOUR WORD. HELP US TO NEVER LOSE SIGHT OF YOU THROUGH THE SMOKE OF OUR TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS.  GUIDE US IN PERFECTION OF OUR FAITH AS WE LOOK TO THE DAY WHEN WE CAN REST IN THE PROMISE OF ETERNAL LIFE. AMEN. 

