
CONGRATULATIONS, Scripture Study faithful!  Give yourself a pat on the back and then a pat on the back of the faithful next to you!  You have made it through what some scholars call the 5th Gospel, probably according to Paul, but one that read more like a thesis paper than one of the 4 Gospels!  But the journey has been a worthwhile one because we have been to the mountaintop with Jesus and glimpsed his ministry in heaven at God’s right hand.  


We learned that this book was written, first of all, to Jewish believers who were beginning to think that they had lost everything – their altar, their priests, their sacrifices – by accepting Christ.  The author proves that they had only lost the shadow in order to be given the substance, Jesus the Christ.  The writer tells us that we have it all in Christ.  He is greater than the prophets, than the angels, greater than Moses, than Joshua, greater than even Aaron, the first Levitical priest. Christianity is not “giving up” but “receiving”, receiving the greatest gift of life, in fact, Life itself, for Christ is Life.  


Chapters 1 and 2 reflected on when God wanted to save us from our sin, He did not send an angel, but His own Son.  God came in the form of Man, not in the form of an angel.  He became Man to redeem man. He suffered as a man and died as a man that He might be our Redeemer.  Hebrews also tells us that the priesthood of Christ is greater than the priesthood of the Levitical Law.  We have a High Priest who is eternal and His sacrifice has availed for the sin of the whole world.  Ch. 4 tells us that “Since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.  For we have not a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sinning.  Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”


Our High Priest, Jesus, is better than all the other priests that came before Him.  He established a better covenant because it was based on better promises, ones written on the heart rather than in stone.  He is the priest of a better Tabernacle, not one of this world, but as Ch 9 told us,  “through the greater and more perfect tent, he entered once for all into the Holy Place, taking not the blood of goats and calves but his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption..”  And, He was the better sacrifice, the perfect sacrifice, a Lamb without blemish, himself.  He is at the right hand of the Father at this minute, making intercessions for you and for me.  That is why we can have boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus.  Ch. 10 tells us, “Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way which he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, and since we have a great high priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.  Let us hold fast the confessions of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful; and let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works.” 


So, after laying all of the groundwork for understanding who our High Priest is, Hebrews then tells us the kind of life we should live because of Christ’s work as High Priest for us.  The Holy Spirit tells us the secret of each life is faith, yet not so much our individual faith but our reliance upon our faithful God.  Hebrews 11 says, “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.”  The OT believers died in faith, not having received what was promised, but having seen it and greeted it from afar.  The Hall of Faith saints in Ch. 11 believed God and His promises, even though they did not receive what was promised.  And, Ch. 12 exhorts us by saying, “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses – those Hall of Faith believers – let us also lay aside every weight  and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfector of our faith, who for the joy set before him, endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.”


To live with the saints of old found in the Hall of Faith, we need to enter the race, NOW, throwing off everything that hinders us.  And then we have to believe that Jesus is trustworthy, fixing our eyes on Him.  Let us run the race of life God has set before us, always looking to Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith.


The exhortation to be strong and avoid sin in Ch. 12 doesn’t end there.  It points our eyes upward to where Jesus is now enthroned in heaven by saying, “But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to the innumerable angels in the festal gathering, and to the assembly of the first born who are enrolled in heaven, and to a judge who is God of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a New Covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks more graciously than the blood of Abel.  …Therefore, let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe.”

Let us now pray the familiar words found in Hebrews 13:

Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in you that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to who be glory for ever and ever. Amen 

