Gospel of Mark

CHAPTER 2

Scriptures are more than a history lesson. Scriptures were written for you and me today.  One of the most effective ways to understand the lessons is to place ourselves in the scriptures we are studying.  Ask ourselves, what would I do?  Who would I be?

In Chapter 2 of Mark we encounter several characters.  

Which ONE am I Lord?

Am I the Paralytic man?   

Am I so consumed with worldly concerns, with earthly pleasures that my spiritual life is paralyzed?  Do I fail to trust in the Lord that I am paralyzed by fear?  

But the Lord is compassionate and forgives my sins if I turn to HIM   He is merciful; he sees the fear in my eyes and gives me comfort.  He frees me from my spiritual paralyses and I leap for joy proclaiming His name.

Which ONE am I Lord?

Am I one of the four faithful companions?  

I heard Jesus’ message.  It softened my heart.  I accepted Jesus as my Lord and Savior.  Do I respond to the call to teach all my family and friends about Jesus, to know Jesus, to accept Jesus?   Do I reach out to the poor, the sick, and the captive to let them know that Jesus loves them?  

Do people know my faith through my actions?   Do I pray for others?  Am I aware of the suffering and need of those around me?  Do I put others need ahead of mine?

Am I truly convinced that if I ask the Lord will answer me?  Do I take time to pray?  Do I put my faith in Jesus? Am I willing to do whatever it takes to put my faith first?

Which ONE am I Lord?

Am I one of the Scribes?

I heard Jesus’ message, I see Jesus’ miracles being perform all around me.  Yet I have such little faith that I don’t let Jesus love enter my heart. My eyes, ears and heart remain close.

Which ONE am I Lord?

Am I one of the Tax collectors?

At school, at work, in my neighborhood do I take the easy way out? Do I align myself with the popular, the powerful, the rich?   Do I sacrifice my principles for an easy life?   Do I steal from my friends? Do I take advantage of others?

Yet God calls me.  Do I have the courage to go to Him?  Do I have the courage to ask for forgiveness fro God and those I have offended??  Have I accepted the Lord and turned away from my sinful past?

Which ONE am I Lord?

Am I one of the Pharisees?

Have I convinced myself that I am a good person, a spiritual person?  I follow all of the rules of the church.  I make sure that everyone sees all of my good works.  I pray in public so that all may admire me. I tell everyone how generous I am.  In my goodness, am I judgmental of those I think are not as godly as I am?  Do I want to put myself above others? 

But my heart is cold.  My soul is lifeless.  My mind knows the Scriptures.  I can quote any passage from the Bible.  But my heart does not know the Lord.  When I see a real spiritual person, a person who truly loves and lives his life like a Son of God, I must tear them down for I fear I will be found to be a hypocrite. 

Which ONE am I Lord?

Am I one of the disciples?   Jesus calls me to follow him.  Am I willing to give my life to do God’s work?  

Am I open to a relationship with Christ?  Do I put his message to work in my life by evangelizing to others?  

LET US PRAY,

You speak to us through Scriptures.  Open my ears that I may hear your messages.  Open my heart that I may accept your message.

I know that I am a sinner and try as I can I will continue to stumble.  I ask for the strength to avoid temptation. I ask for the courage to ask for forgiveness.  I ask for humility that I might see the goodness in others and not their faults.  

I give you thanks for the friends that you send to help me in my journey towards a more holy life.   When I hear the Lord calling, I pray that I will say YES just as Mary said yes and like Mary sing:

   "My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
    and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.

 He has mercy on those who fear him, 
      from generation to generation. 


 He has shown the strength of his arm; 
      he has scattered the proud in their conceit

. 
 He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,
 and has lifted up the lowly.


 He has filled the hungry with good things 
      but has sent the rich away empty. 


 He has come to help his servant 

for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
 the promise he made to our fathers, 

to Abraham and his children for ever.
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