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THE PARISH

For over three decades Sts. Peter & Paul Church has been dedicated to being a light throughout our community. We feel called by Jesus to serve others with our time, talent and treasure. Our numerous groups and ministries are the beacons of light committed to supporting our parishioners and the surrounding communities. Our ministries are always seeking better ways to gather in and serve the people of God. Sts. Peter & Paul provides the Holy Mass, sacraments, encouragement, prayer, healing, food, love, counseling, childcare, social events, religious education, music and many other services. Our parish is committed to being a strong and shining vision for the future.
Parish Mission Statement:
We are a Christ-centered, Spirit-filled family.  Responding to the father's loving invitation, we gather together as a diverse community to worship, to minister others, and to celebrate our faith through the sacraments, community outreach, education and personal witness.

Parish Goals:
· To deepen and enhance the spiritual life of the parish through liturgy, personal prayer and devotions.

· To provide religious education and spiritual formation.

· To minister to those within the Parish family and community.

· To reach out to returning Catholics and unchurched persons.

· To foster interdenominational and interreligious relationships.

· To deepen our commitment to stewardship of prayer, time and talent, and treasure.

· To celebrate our diversity and our commonality.
CURRICULUM
The Religious Education program strives to offer parents and their children an opportunity to learn about and experience the love of God through "Sacred Scripture, tradition, liturgy, teaching, and the life of the Church," as proclaimed by the Second Vatican Council in the Decree on the Bishop's Pastoral Office in the Church.

Our curriculum capitalizes on the child's love of stories, arts and crafts, music and video. This process allows the children the opportunity to discover for themselves the presence of the Lord in our own community where we work, play, laugh, cry, worship and live our Christian lives.
Each week, children will bring home the lessons that were scheduled for that week. This will give you, the parents, an opportunity to actually see what your children are learning in class, and, as the primary educators of your children, you will be able to review the lessons with them before the next class.

Pre-K through Seventh Grade - The parish Religious Education Program for Children in grades Pre-K-7 uses the Faith First Legacy Edition texts, published by RCL. These texts have been approved by the United States Conference of Catho​lic Bishops and are in conformity with the Catechism of the Catholic Church.  This curriculum is in a spiral format and focuses on the four pillars of the catechism which are the Creed, Liturgy and Sacraments, Christian Morality and Christian Prayer.   
Sacramental Prep – Sacramental Preparation at Sts. Peter and Paul for the children enrolled in the Religious Education Program is offered.  Children who attend Catholic Schools and children who are in grades higher than second grade are required to attend special sacramental preparation classes in addition to their regular classes.  A sacramental preparation calendar is published each year. 

· First Eucharist – Children who are registered in the Program without having received the sacraments of First Reconciliation and Eucharist will be placed on the appropriate grade level. Preparation for the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist is accomplished through a separate instructional program for parents and sacrament recipients. This preparatory program is required, along with formal Religious Education classes, prior to the child’s reception of any Sacrament.
· Confirmation - Our confirmation program uses the Confirmed in a Faithful Community text by Saint Mary’s Press.   This program uses active learning, journaling and prayer experiences to engage the candidates in a more meaningful learning experience.  

· RCIA- (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) for Children - This process is designed for children over seven years of age who have not been baptized and who are seeking inclusion in the Catholic Church.  For more information contact Paula Wright in Religious Education Office at ext. 249.  

High School - Our High School program uses The Catholic Faith Handbook for Youth text by Saint Mary’s Press.  This curriculum focuses on the four pillars of the catechism which are the Creed, Liturgy and Sacraments, Christian Morality and Christian Prayer.  This curriculum is used in a four-year cycle.  Topics for each year are as follows:  Year One - The Creed, Year Two - Liturgy and Sacraments, Year Three - Christian Morality, Year Four - Christian Prayer.  This program uses active learning, journaling and prayer experiences to engage the candidates in a more meaningful learning experience.  
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION POLICIES
Registration - New students enrolling in Religious Education will need the following documentation along with a completed Religious Education Form for each child and a completed Safe Environment Policies form:

· Current parish registration.
· Updated Baptismal Certificate that includes all sacraments to date.
· Custodial Information – if parents are separated or divorced or the child lives with a designated guardian, a copy of the legal agreement designating person(s) in charge of any decisions related to faith of the child must be presented to the DRE.
· Attendance from last attended RE program.
Tuition: In order that the Religious Education Program can provide its students the proper educational materials, tuition is charged for each child. 
· Fee Schedule before July 15 - Tuition costs are per family are as follows: $65 for one child, $75 for two children, and $85 for three or more children registered in the program. Payment of tuition is requested at the time of registration. 
· Fee Schedule after July 15 - Tuition costs are per family are as follows: $75 for one child, $85 for two children, and $95 for three or more children registered in the program. Payment of tuition is requested at the time of registration. 
· Payment Plans – If, for any genuine reason, a family is unable to pay the tuition or needs a payment plan, please contact the Religious Education Office to speak to the Director to make special arrangements. No child is ever turned away from the Religious Education Program due to the inability to pay tuition. All tuition arrangements will be held in strict confidence.
· Sacramental Preparation Fees - There is a $50 sacramental preparation fee for each student in either the First Eucharist or Confirmation preparation program.
Mass Attendance - Parents are responsible for assisting their children in attending Mass Regularly. 

Student Code of Conduct 
Respect:
· Listen to and follow the instructions of the teacher.

· Teasing and name calling of fellow classmates is not tolerated.

· Touching other students' belongings is not permitted.

· Help to keep the room straightened and return supplies to containers.
· No use of cell phones or other electronic equipment is permitted during class time. 
Self-Control:
· Stay in your seat at your table; walking around the classroom is distracting to the teacher and other students.

· Do not leave the room without the teacher's permission.

· Use of the bathroom during class is limited; prepare for class by using the bathroom at home or just prior to entering the classroom. 

Preparedness:
· Bring your homework (if assigned), pencils or pens and crayons to each class.

· Parents are asked to assist their children with any lessons not completed in class.
· Each child will be provided with a folder in which to keep paperwork; please make sure they bring them to each class

Disciplinary Action 
· First Offense: Student will be warned by the Catechist and reminded of the Student Code of Conduct.

· Second Offense: Should a second (or third, at the discretion of the Catechist) breach occur, the parents will be called by the Catechist to alert them of their child's misconduct.  It will also be noted on the child's attendance card.

· Third Offense: If unacceptable behavior continues, the student will be sent to the Coordinator's office, the parents called, and, possibly, the remainder of the year's lessons will be taught at home.

Attendance:  Parents will be contacted in the event that a child is absent for two consecutive classes. Your child's continuous attendance at classes is essential for his/her retention of the Catholic truths, doctrines and traditions taught in the class. 

Security Program - The Diocese of Orlando has developed strict security guidelines to ensure the safety of your children.  In order to be in compliance with Diocesan guidelines, Sts. Peter & Paul Parish instituted the following:

· Arrival - Students are asked to enter the Religious Education building either through the back door or through the Parish Center to go to their classrooms. 

· Dismissal - Children are dismissed from the Parish Center.  For the safety of our children, parents are to pick their child in the Parish Center.  Children in grades Pre-K through fourth grade must be signed out by their parent.  Children will not be allowed to leave the building without an adult.  Students will not be released early from class without prior written notification to the catechist by the parents; the Hall Monitor will get the child from class. 
· Emergency Evacuation – If there is an emergency and evacuation of the building is required, children will be moved to a safe location on the grounds.  See Evacuation Plan on back cover.  
· Fingerprinting - All Catechists, Classroom Assistants, Substitute Catechists and Hall Monitors are required by the Diocese of Orlando to be fingerprinted.  No adult is permitted in the classrooms or the hallways without prior fingerprinting and background check.  This policy has been instituted with the safety of the registered students in mind. Please be respectful of this policy,

Service - Performing acts of Service is an essential part of living the Catholic faith. Sts. Peter & Paul Parish strives to be a beacon of light, serving the peo​ple of God in our community. Teaching children by example, and by in​cluding them in service projects, helps reinforce one of the basic principles of our Catholic faith. During the Religious Education year, service projects will be suggested that children in the Religious Education program can become involved in, either individually or with their families. Parents are strongly encouraged to participate in these activities along with their children.

OTHER PROGRAMS
The following programs are offered here at Sts. Peter & Paul under the direction of the Religious Education Department:
Adult Faith Formation – Adult Faith Formation uses the following texts for the different periods of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: Inquiry and Evangelization Period: A study of Mark’s Gospel is used as a means of evangelization and an introduction to the Catholic Faith. This study, by Mary Healy, The Gospel of Mark, is a Catholic scripture study which highlights elements of the Catholic Tradition which appear in the Gospel of Mark. The Catechumenate Period: The text used is, The Teaching of Christ, along with the RCIA Catechist’s Manual, by the Association for Catechumenal Ministry. Both of these texts are correlated to the Catechism of the Catholic Church and provide a systematic catechesis. The Purification and Enlightenment Period: Holy Spirit: Make Your Home in Me, by George T. Montague, SM, is used as a series of meditations to prepare for the reception of the Holy Spirit in the Sacraments of Initiation. The Mystagogy Period: Living the Mysteries: A Guide for Unfinished Christians, by Scott Hahn and Mike Aquilina, is used to reflect on and unpack the experience of the Rites of Christian Initiation.

Adult Faith Formation uses the following texts for Adult Confirmation: Holy Spirit: Make Your Home in Me, by George T. Montague, SM, is used as a series of meditations to prepare for the reception of the Holy Spirit in the Sacraments of Initiation. 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word - A Liturgy of the Word for children, kindergarten through fourth grade, is conducted during the 10:00 am and 12:00 noon Sunday Masses.  This ministry brings the Word of God to the children in a manner they can understand and apply to their lives.  For more information contact our Ministry Leaders, Louise and Dick Wangenheim, at 407-365-8757.
Crown Ministries - Classes are held periodically to introduce children to faith-based financial principles. Crown Ministries is a scripture-based study course that teaches the value and use of money regarding spending, saving and sharing.  For more information contact our Crown Ministry Leader, Lou Rajchel, at 407-671-0974.
Rainbows - A special ministry for children who have suffered a loss due to a divorce, separation, death, abandonment or other reason.  For more information, contact Paula Wright at 407 657-6114, ext. 249.
R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) includes a component for the Catholic Christian initiation of children, this process is designed to catechize children who are over the age of seven to be fully initiated into the Catholic Church.  The children will be included in additional group study for preparation for the Rites of Initiation and reception of the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist at the Easter Vigil.

Young Adults - Young Adult Ministry seeks to foster the spiritual well being of young adult Catholics through bible study and sacramental encounters with Jesus through Eucharistic Adoration and prayer and praise. It also seeks to foster social ties through faith sharing and a common experience of the grace of Church in its varying dimensions.

Youth Ministry - Our Youth Director, Paula Wright, oversees Youth Ministry at Saints Peter and Paul. The motto of our program is, "Sharing the love of Christ in Word and Deed." The program is open to all youth, grades 6-12, and meets year-round. The youth community meets weekly on Sunday from 2:00 until 5:30 pm in the Parish Family Center. We welcome new participants anytime! In addition, many activities are offered throughout the year such as prayer experiences, Eucharistic adoration, service projects, retreats, Bible Study and of course social gatherings! Check out the parish website (http://home.catholicweb.com/stspeterpaulwinterparkfl) for the youth ministry monthly calendars and other in​formation. For more information, contact Paula at 407 657-6114, ext. 249.
Vacation Bible School - Our Summer Catechetical Program – is held for one week each summer generally during the last full week of June.  For more information, contact Nora Stark at 407-657-6114, ext 246.
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